REPORTER: Muireann Morrissey, Lauren Martyn, Niamh Merrick, Aisling Merrick


Haiti Fund:

Following a very successful coffee morning organised by staff on St Brigid’s day, almost a thousand Euros was added to the Haiti fund. On Thursday last Sr Coirle Mc Carthy, the Irish Provincial of the Sisters of Mercy visited the school. A cheque of 4,017 Euro was presented to her. She congratulated all involved in the fundraising and told us that the money would go directly to Sr Karen Schneider who is working as a Paediatrician in Haiti.
Grease the Musical. In conjunction with Summerhill College we have been rehearsing for Grease the musical since October under the direction of Ms McIntyre and Mr Whelan. The show is nearly ready to roll with the opening night on Wednesday March 3rd.at 8 pm .The show runs until Saturday 6th with special reductions for family tickets. Matinees for the primary schools will be held on Wednesday and Thursday at 10.30 pm. The well known rock guitarist Tabby Callaghan of X Factor fame and Dave Moriarty will provide the music so come along   a wonderful night’s entertainment.
School representative in European Youth Parliament.

Rotary Youth award winner Ciara Schmidt is one of 27 Irish delegates at present taking part in the European Youth Parliament in Strasbourg.. Having visited Stormont last weekend in interesting historic times and the Dail in the days of George Lee’s departure the group then flew to Strasbourg. Ciara was chosen to introduce the Irish delegation and to address the Parliament in German and she will give us a fuller report of the trip on her return next week.
Drama Workshop
On the 1st of February Transition Year students had the privilege of taking part in a personal development through drama workshop. This workshop was given by Mc Daire Deery. This is a man the Mercy College has called on for a number of years now because of such positive feedback given by our students. Originally from Birr in Co. Offaly, he then lived in Canada but finally came back to Ireland to work as a professional actor in Dublin. 
       The day started with Mc Daire introducing himself and having all the girls introduce themselves. We soon saw that this workshop would be a fun day because of Mc Daire's style and relaxed attitude. The day consisted of game type activities which were followed by a discussion and reflection period afterwards. We all agreed that Mc Daire's outlooks and opinions were very true and relevant to life. The workshop was rewarding on a number of levels for it taught us to be more confident in a many ways and how to link body language with feelings .He also discussed how to use our senses more efficiently and not just to take them for granted. It will also be very helpful for all TY students who are involved in the play, who have made it to the National finals in Cork.
Drama in TY
 In  October  last year our T.Y students started organising for the Briery   Gap Transition Year Drama Competition organised by The Briery Gap Cultural Centre, Macroom, Co. Cork . Auditions were held and soon the play was written and cast. The writing team consisted of Amy Kelly, Niamh Merrick, Lauren Martyn, Helena O'Dea and Megan Fahy. These girls, after many   hours of work, wrote a fantastic script titled "Heavenly Occurrences".
Following much rehearsal, time and advice from both Ms. Pierce and Ms. Harte, we took our Drama to the National Drama Festival in Mullingar on the 29th January.
On our bus journey home, we received the news that we had advanced to the next round, the semi-final. So we put on a practice show by performing for all friends and family in the school. Once again we went to Mullingar, where we met with schools from all over the country and this week we were delighted to be informed that we had progressed to the All Ireland Final to be held in Macroom, County Cork on 27th February. We are all looking forward to the event.
Shine A Light Campaign!
Over the past number of months 1st Years students from Mercy College have been involved in a series of workshops. The main focus of these workshops has been about raising awareness around bullying, but more importantly, imagining the school environment if bullying did not exist. 

Mercy College have been developing a campaign to create this positive environment. A new group of 1st Year volunteers took part in a formal training programme which gives them the ‘know how’ to support their peers. These group of volunteers, known as the ‘Peace Police’ are: Jade Farrell, Niamh Keenan, Laura Nicholson, Chloe Cox, 

Aoife Somers (Kayleigh McMorrow, not in picture) Cayleigh Gaffney, Sarah Watters, Shannon Bushell, Lauren McNiffe, Danielle Flynn, Siobhan McConnon Casey Smith, Adele Cornally, Lorraine Hamilton, Megan Gethin,

 Laura Lyttle,  Aisling Merrick.
Paintballing
On Thursday the 4th of February the Transition Years took a trip up to Letterkenny to go paintballing at the "Old Foundry “We were immediately geared up and given an introductory course. Then they gave us combat overalls which completely protected our clothes and wellies as the courses were to be quite muddy. Everyone was very excited as it gave them the feeling of being in the army and we were all ready for war! Overall we completed five courses and a concluding "free for all". We all left bruised, battered, muddy and exhausted but not one person left complaining. It was something all the girls said they would love to do again as it was a great experience and a team building day. Everyone was very enthusiastic about the day and in turn had a fantastic day. We would like to thank our TY Co- Ordinator, Mr McGovern and Sr. Cathy for accompanying us on this brilliant day.
 
 
Soccer
Two weeks ago in Athlone, the Under 18s soccer team played a match against Summerhill College, Athlone in the Connaught A quarter-final. Despite a superb performance that was full of courage, commitment and skill, the team led by Captain Amber Lynch lost 2-0. The team without doubt played to the best of their ability and maintained good sportsmanship throughout. We congratulate them on their efforts and wish them the best of luck next time.

L.E.T. Learn and Educate Together.
On the 25th of January ten girls from our school took part in the second residential session of the Cross Border programme, which was held on Lusty Beg Island in Fermanagh.  We took part in many activities such as land-rover driving, archery, raft building, nightline, an assault course and enterprise training. The ten girls who 
represented the school were Sarah Marshall, Chloe Gethins, Aoife Somers, Moya Mc Hugh, Hannah Rodgers, Karen Hayes, Reece Lynch, Maria Greene, Lorraine Hamilton and Aisling Merrick. We had great fun and made a lot of new friends. 

Young Americans
On Saturday 30th January, the Young Americans paid a weekend visit to our school to help the students from Mercy College and Summerhill College in preparation for our school’s musical, Grease. They held a two hour workshop which helped us to develop our voices, acting skills and confidence. Firstly the Young Americans introduced themselves and sang a medley of songs for us. We then did a few warm up exercises to allow ourselves to get to know the Young Americans. After that we developed our improvisation skills by acting out scenes with each other on the spur of the moment. We then did vocal exercises to warm up our voices and to widen our vocal ranges. A few brave students sang in front of the whole group. After that, the whole group sang a medley of 'Let It Be' and 'Hey Jude' with the help of the Young Americans. Finally, the groups learned a routine for 'Summer Nights'. Everyone who participated in the workshop thought that it was an amazing experience and really enjoyed it. We would like to thank the Young Americans for giving us such a great experience, Ms Gorby who organised the Young Americans visit at such short notice and to everyone who housed or catered for the Young Americans: your kindness is greatly appreciated.
German Research
Mr Markus Boettner U.C.G. visited the school last week to carry out research on pronunciation in German. He is completing a doctorate in a comparative study on German pronunciation by learners who speak English from Ireland, England and America. Students of German will be involved in the research and a workshop in German pronunciation will be given to all students of German in the school.
Welcome
We welcome Lucia  Prestel from our twin town  Kempten, Germany and her cousin Mona Betsch from Dresden who have joined Transition Year for the second term. We hope they enjoy our stay with us.
