Reporters: Lauren Martin, Marian Morrissey, Maya Mc Hugh, Briana Connelly, Oral Nicholson, Karen Hayes.
Rotary Club Youth Leadership Competition
The Sligo Rotary Club interviewed 17 students from Sligo schools in the Sligo Park Hotel in early November. Ciara Schmidt emerged as the winner with Camomile Hough as runner up. The panel of Rotarians were very impressed by the high standard of all the students as they discussed their personal achievements, their leadership skills, work experience and planning and organisation skills. Ciara then went on to represent Mercy College and Sligo Rotary Club at the regional final of the competition in Cooks town, County Tyrone last week. Schools from Cookstown, Dungannon, Letterkenny, Derry, Omagh, Strabane/Lifford and Ballina also took part in the competition on the day. Candidates were interviewed on a wide variety of topics regarding Irish and European Current Affairs, the work of the Rotary Club, leadership initiatives etc. Ciara was chosen as one of the winners who will travel to Stormont, the Dail and the European Parliament in the company of 23 other winners from all over Ireland and Northern Ireland in February 2010. Other regional finals were held in Port down, Belfast, Carrickfergus, Dublin, Galway and Cork and Waterford during the week. Sligo Rotary Club invited Ciara and her teacher Ms Harte to the Rotary lunch in the Sligo Park Hotel last week. Speaking to the meeting, Ciara thanked the Rotary Club for the marvellous opportunity afforded to her and said that she was proud to represent the Sligo club. 
Last Saturday First year students Briana Conneely, Lauren McNiffe, Kayleigh McNiffe, Moya McHugh, Kirsty Mooney, Adele Cornally, Jade Mc Loughlin and Aisling Merrick attended a computer course in Wolf on Arm studios, Wolf Tone Street Sligo. It was taught by Andy Parsons and was great fun as we got to take pictures and then to use them with great effects to make videos. It was based on the theme "The Social Me" Everyone made a video about themselves and their friends, family and what makes them angry.
Everyone really enjoyed it. We had lunch there as well. It was quite a long day, which was good, because we had enough time to explore all aspects. We got to do a presentation at the end of all our work. It was a great chance to get to work with computers in a different way. We would definitely recommend it to anyone. It was on a very rainy day, so it was a great way to pass time.
A big thanks to Mr Andy Parsons and Ms Rosette Newman for giving their time and effort on the day.
 

Parents Association
The Annual General Meeting of Mercy College Parents Association took place last month and all positions were filled. The following people were elected to the council: Gerard Rooney as Chairperson/Sixth Year Parent’s Representative, Eysha Garvey and Eithne Clancy as Secretaries, Mary McKenna as First Year Parent's Representative, Majella Henry McDonald as Second Year Parents Rep., Seamus Waters as Third Year Parents Rep., Ann McManamon as Transition Year Parents Representative and Mary Hough as Fifth Year Parents Representative. Mary Hough and Seamus Waters were elected to the Board of Management by the parents and guardians of Mercy College students. The next Parents Association Meeting will be held on Monday 30th November at 8:00pm in the school. All parents and guardians are welcome to attend. 

 

November Mass
On Monday 23rd November, a Mass remembering all those who have died in the past year and all the November dead was held in the school, organised by school chaplain Sr. Kathy Higgins. Fr. Gillooly celebrated the mass. Music was provided by the school choir, led by Ms. McIntyre and Orla McDaniel and Tanya Mc Cartney sang solos. A number of students read prayers of the faithful and acted as ministers of the Eucharist.
 
 
 
Grease Musical  Auditions
On Wednesday November 18th and Monday November 23rd, auditions were held for the school musical, Grease. Any student wishing to audition for a lead role had to sing and act in front of a panel of judges including Ms McIntyre, Ms Dufficy, Ms Ni Labhradha, Ms Pierse and Mr Whelan from Summerhill College on Wednesday. Auditions for the chorus took place on Monday where students sang in groups of five. Similar auditions were held in Summerhill during the week. On Wednesday 25th November a shortlist of fourteen students was announced for the lead roles in the musical and these students, along with the shortlist of students from Summerhill, took part in a workshop on Friday 27th November. 
 

Hockey Match
The school senior hockey team were very successful in their semi-final match against Ursuline College last Tuesday with a tense 2-1 win after extra time. The goals were scored by Ciara Schmidt and Bronagh Kerins. The team will now progress into the Connacht Finals against Gortnor Abbey.

 Gaelic
The Senior Gaelic team played Easkey last Wednesday.They won 5-3 to 2-2

It was a really wet day and conditions were very bad but this result should be enough to see them qualify for the Connaught semi finals.
Soccer Blitz/ Fusel
On Monday, the 23rd of November our First Years competed in a Fusel completion at the I.T in Sligo in the Multi Purpose hall. Mercy College, Ursula College and Coola Secondary school took part from 11am to 2pm. The following first years competed: Maya Mc Hugh, Karen Hayes, Lauren Mc Niff, Tina Caulking, Siobhan Crowned, Wraith Mc Kennan, Rayleigh Dunbar, Lorraine Hamilton and Casey Smith. All players enjoyed participating thoroughly. The Ursuline College won all their Matches and so they will represent Sligo in the Connacht final, Coola came 2nd and although we came 3rd we really enjoyed the day. 
A big thank you to Mr Herity for taking us there.
There was also a Boys Competition and a Primary school competition on the day there too.
                                         LET programme
Last week, on the 15th of November, 10 girls took part in the LET programme. The 10 girls who took part in this programme were Chloe Gethins, Sarah Marshall, Aoife Somers, Moya McHugh, Hannah Rodgers, Karen Hayes, Reece Lynch, Aisling Merrick, Maria Greene and Lorraine Hamilton, and were accompanied by teacher; Ms. Pierse. 
We left Sligo at half ten on Monday morning. This programme took place on Lusty Beg Island, County Fermanagh. Each day we had Enterprise Training and during this, we met up with two other schools from Northern Ireland. 
We did many different activities during the day such as Laser Quest, Indoor games, Orienteering, Treasure Hunts and Go-Karting. Every night we had free time and went to a small thatched house on the island which had a Wii console, a Ping-Pong table, board games and a TV. We had breakfast, lunch and dinner in the restaurant with all the different students from Derry and Dungannon. 
The trip lasted 3 days, so we returned home on Wednesday 17th. We had a great time and would like to say a special thanks to the Let programme and Ms. Pierse. 
Careers Week
On the 24th, 25th, 26th of November Careers week was held in Mercy College to inform students about the different career options available to them. These informative talks were offered to students from all over Sligo and the surrounding areas. On Tuesday 24th the talk consisted of local business people, solicitors and managers and Human Resources personnel from Abbot Laboratories giving their experience. The Chairperson of the evening was Dearbhail Mc Donald, Legal editor of the Irish Independent newspaper. The speakers talked about how they entered their chosen professions and a typical day at work for them. The speakers were very interesting as they gave an outline of different perspective on their jobs to the students The talk was very informative and the speakers also gave advice on C.V. preparation and job applications.

 

On the second night, the speakers  focused on the medical profession with speakers including a doctor, a paediatrician, a physiotherapist, a medical intern, a nurse, a research scientist, an occupational therapist, a social worker and an a forensic scientist. The chair of this meeting was Eileen Magnier, North West  Correspondent with R.T.E. News. 

 

 The focus on the final night was Health and Beauty, Tourism, the Environment and the Gardaí. The chairperson of this meeting was Niall Delaney, Ocean  F.M.Experts from the world of Tourism the Food Industry and the Environment, Coillte, Recruitment Personnel and Beauticians and Hairdresssers from Tea, coffee and refreshments were served on all of the nights and the feedback from those attending was very positive. We would like to thank all of the speakers who gave up their time to give these talks. Also a big thanks to Mrs. O'Hagan, Ms. Gorby and Ms. Sheridan who organised the Careers Week: it was much appreciated by all who attended.

 
National Concert Hall
The second and third year music classes left Mercy College at 7:45 on the lovely sunny Tuesday morning of the 10th November, and set off on the three hour journey to the National Concert Hall in Dublin, accompanied by Sr. Kathy Higgins, Ms McIntyre and Ms Edel Harte. When we arrived we got our photo taken outside the National Concert Hall and we were then escorted to the main auditorium for the performance by the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra. We heard many orchestral suites including Hoe Down by Copeland, Adagio by Barber and the Star Wars overture by John Williams. Emmanuel Lawlor sang Nessun dorma and Love Changes Everything. The conductor Gearóid Grant gave us a very good insight into some of the works on our Junior Cert.course He explained to us some musical terms and went through the whole orchestra with us. It was a great experience. When the performance was over we all left and got back on the bus to go to Liffey Valley Centre for a short break before the journey home. We met many other schools from all over the country and we also met students from the Ursuline College Sligo. We all had a great day and enjoyed the experience. Thanks to Mrs Mc Intyre for organising it.
Transition Year Work Experience
From Monday 9th November to Friday 20th November, all Transition Year students were out on a two-week work experience placement in a work environment of their choice. The students spent the weeks prior to their placement researching and contacting their intended places of employment and made arrangements with the help of Mr McGovern, Ms Sheridan and the students’ parents. The placements ranged from an architect’s office to the Sports Complex and Abbotts to Cregg House, as well as numerous shops, schools and establishments in town. Two girls even travelled to Dublin to spend a week working in HMV in Grafton Street. All Transition Year students found it to be a rewarding and refreshing experience and would like to thank all the employers for taking the time to introduce us to the working world. 
Cash for Clobber Fundraiser.
For the weeks before Halloween Mercy College was busy collecting  clothes, bed linen etc for recycling. Each bag donated gave us 4 Euro in return. The total amount collected was 1,102Euro. The sixth years organised a non uniform day and raised 338 Euro and the French Breakfast Club donated 73 Euro to the fundraising project. All money collected will be divided equally between North West Hospice, Motor Neuron Association, Tanzanian School Building Project and Sr Miriam’s Brazil Project. 
 

