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01 February 2018

Happy St. Brigid's Day
Today, 1 February, is the Feast of Saint Brigid, Abbess and Secondary
Patron of Ireland. Saint Brigid is renowned for her hospitality, alms
giving and care of the sick.
“From the first day I set my mind on God I have never taken it away
from God and I never will”

Catholic Schools Week 2018

Pope Francis chose Ireland to host the next World Meeting of
Families and it will take place from 21–26 August in Dublin.
Families from all over the world will gather to celebrate their
lives, to share their experiences from different parts of the
world, to reflect on the different challenges they face and to
grow together in faith. This celebration offers a special
opportunity to school families to celebrate not just parents as
the primary educators of their children, but also the vital role
that Catholic schools play in assisting parents.
In partnership with the WMOF, the Catholic Schools Week
Steering Committee has developed a one-year catechetical
programme for Catholic primary and post-primary schools.
The theme for this 2018 programme is ‘Catholic Schools:
Called to be a Family of Families.’ The programme invites
Catholic schools to celebrate the relationship that exists
between home, school and parish through participation in four
sub-themed catechetical moments. Moment Two is the high
point of the catechetical programme for primary and postprimary schools. During CSW Catholic school families
participate in a week of reflection on this year’s theme.
RE Teachers CPD-2018
CEIST are holding training
seminars for RE teachers
in January and February of
2018. Click here for more
details.

Eureka Secondary School Kells, Co. Meath was privileged to
take part in a special mass which celebrated the beginning of
Catholic Schools Week. The mass was broadcast live on RTE
television on Sunday 28th January with students, teachers,
parents and the choir conducted by musical director Ms.
Gabrielle Harte. The celebrant is Fr. David Brennan, who is
the school chaplain. The mass is available to view on the RTE
website (http://www.rte.ie/radio1/mass).

CEIST All-Ireland Bake Off 2018

Student Leadership
Conference 2018
Following the success of
last year’s event we are
delighted to announce that
our third CEIST Student
Leadership Conference will
take place again this year
in St. Patrick’s College,
Drumcondra on
Wednesday, March 13th,
2018. Click here for more
details.

EDUCENA Fire Safety
Questionaire
All schools must complete
& return all sections of the
EDUCENA Fire Safety
Questionnaire. Click here for
more details.

BOM School Finance
Sub-Committee Form
Board of Management
School Finance SubCommittee Form to be
completed by principals for
each BOM term. Click here
to access form.

There has been great response to the CEIST 2018 All-Ireland
Bake Off. The competition which is kindly sponsored by
Odlums is now in now in its fourth year. Entries are coming in
from all over the country with many new entrants to the
competition. Closing date for this year’s final is Wednesday
7th February. The Bake Off will take place in Ardscoil na
Tríonóide, Athy on Friday 9th March and promises a
memorable day. Schools around the country have been
holding their own Bake Off to showcase the extraordinary
skills and creative talents of our young people.
The competition has a Junior and a Senior category. The
junior competition is open while the senior competition is
centred around the theme of “Wellbeing” which gives lots of
scope for imagination.
Join us on Twitter @ceistbakeoff to catch up with what is going
on. Alternatively, contact Jackie or Margaret at Ardscoil na
Tríonóide, Athy if you have any queries.

Calasanctius College Oranmore
News

Alice Shaughnessy, 3rd Year student from Calasanctius
College in Oranmore, Co. Galway participated in the BT
Young Scientist Exhibition in Dublin this month with her project
on Electromagnets. For this news and more from Calasanctius
College Oranmore please click below.

Mercy Secondary School Mounthawk
Students Represent Ireland at Global
Tourism Event

TY Students from Mercy Mounthawk Secondary School,
Tralee, Co. Kerry represented Ireland at the Global Travel &
Tourism partnership conference in Nice, France. Student
research winners from 12 nations presented findings at Nice,
France conference hosted by Global Travel and Tourism
Partnership (GTTP).

'Minding Me Week' in Ard Scoil na
nDeise, Dungarvan

January can be a hard month. The Christmas holidays are
over. The days are still short and the nights are long. School is
busy with coursework to be completed and, for some students,
pre exams are on the horizon. Bad weather can keep us
cooped up inside when we would love to be outdoors.
Sometimes this time of year can take a toll on our wellbeing
and our mental health. With that in mind, a dedicated group of
staff and students got together to organise ‘Minding Me Week’
in Ard Scoil na nDeise Dungarvan, Co. Waterford to help beat
those January blues.

MT St. Michael Rosscarbery Win
Cork Mental Health Speaking 2018

Well Done to Mt St Michael Rosscarbery, Co. Cork Transition
year students Andrew Collins, Alannah O Brien and Etain
Cantwell pictured here receiving the Cup with their Coach MS
Lorraine Teevan, who just won the Cork Mental Health Public
Speaking competition 2018.
The Project was launched in 1976 as part of an educational
programme aimed at introducing young people to the facts
about mental illness, and outlining how to maintain ones
mental health. It is run as an effort to dispel unnecessary fears
and prejudices, as well as destigmatising mental health
issues. THe competition has been running since September
and Mt St Michael were delighted to bring the Cup back to
Rosscarbery after a 10 year wait since they last won it.

News from Christ King Girls School
Cork

Christ King Girls School, Cork has enjoyed a very successful
few weeks in sports, BT Young Scientists and Debating. The
have kindly shared the following news and pictures with us.

News from Our Lady's Castleblayney

There has been a lot happening in Our Lady’s Castleblayney,
Co. Monaghan over the past few weeks. Events such as
Sustainable Energy Initiative, Credit Union Art Competition,
Student Leaders’ Congress and also good news for the U16
Basketball team For all this news and more from thw school
please click the link below.

News from Scoil Bhríde Tuam

To create awareness about “Human Trafficking” in Scoil Bhríde
Tuam, Co. Galway, the Chaplaincy group prepared a slide
show. This is part of a Mercy initiative to raise awareness
about this issue. To the music of Lady Gaga, herself a
campaigner against human trafficking, the girls displayed facts
and figures on the topic. They also started a poster campaign
in the school. The students and staff wore blue ribbons to
show our support for victims of human trafficking for the day.

Our Ladies of Mercy Drimnagh John
Paul II Award

Twenty three 5th Year students along with their teachers from
Our Ladies of Mercy Drimnagh, Dublin 12 completed a hike up
Croagh Patrick in October, capped off with an overnight stay in
Westport; this was part of the John Paul II Award. For more on
this news and to read the school newsletter click below.

Presentation Ballingarry News

The first term of 2017/18 was a very busy one the staff and
students at Presentation Ballingarry, Co. Tipperary. This year
they were delighted to welcome 66 new students into their first
year group. Three Spanish students joined the Transition Year
class while Anni Whoosh from Germany has joined the 5th
year group for the full academic year.

Presentation Diary Thurles January
2018

There has been terrific achievements in sport for Presentation
Thurles, Co. Tipperary over the past few weeks. There were
huge celebrations as they were crowned Munster Champions
of both Camogie and Soccer as well as Badminton Tipperary
Champions. A number of the girls also travelled to the BT
Young Scientists Exhibition.

Presentation Secondary School
Wexford Newsletter

The Presentation Secondary School Wexford December 2017
Newsletter is now available to read from link below.

Presentation Tralee Talent Show

There was huge excitement at Presentation Secondary School
Tralee, Co. Kerry on Monday 18th of December as the first
ever “Pres Got Talent” celebrated the huge range of musical
talents from all years in the school.

St Josephs College Lucan TY Book
Launch

A Transition Year company from St Joseph’s College Lucan,
Co. Dublin called 'No Limits' published a book of fairy tales for
children in which the protagonist has a disability or special
needs. The book was launched by the Minister of State for
Disability, Finian McGrath with all copies selling out on the
day.

St. Mary's Ballina New School
Building

Work is expected to commence as soon as next autumn on a
state-of-the-art new building for St Mary’s Secondary School in
Ballina, Co. Mayo. Planning permission was recently granted
for the long-proposed development and it is hoped that the
project will go to tender imminently to facilitate the
commencement of construction on what will be an estimated
18-month build in the final quarter of 2018.

St. Mary's College Naas News

Students from the Leaving Certificate class of 2016/17 at St.
Mary’s College Naas, Co. Kildare were honoured at the annual
Awards Night, held in the school, on Friday, January 12th. The
girls received awards in recognition of their exceptional
academic achievement and their overall contribution to school
life. Board of Management Chairperson, Mr. John Clancy and
Principal, Rita McCabe, spoke of the honour these girls
brought to themselves, their families and the school. They are
to be heartily congratulated and are living proof of the school’s
ethos which encourages both talent and effort.

St. Mary's High School Midleton Presentation Day
Staff of St. Mary's High School Midleton, Co. Cork at the newly
refurbished mausoleum of Venerable Nano Nagle, on
Presentation Day November 21st last. The principal and
Religion department accompanied 72 Transition Year students
on a guided tour of the newly developed Nano Nagle Place
Centre on Douglas Street, Cork City.

Pictured are Donnchadh Ó Briain, Principal, Religion teachers
Lisa Dillon and John Moher, Eithne Stanton S.N.A., John
Hurley and Helen Barry.

St. Mary's Macroom News

St. Mary’s Macroom, Co Cork has enjoyed a very successful
few weeks in sports, BT Young Scientists, I WISH programme,
St Vincent de Paul and Ciorcal Cainte. The have kindly shared
the following news and pictures with us.

St. Mary's Newport Receives Visit
from the Taoiseach

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar was present at the BT Young
Scientists exhibition this month. During his visit he stopped by
the St. Mary’s Newport, Co. Tipperary’s stand and chatted with
the girls regarding their project investigates the impact of
different materials used in a beehive on bee health.

Christmas at St. Mary's Mallow

Sweet Surrender doing a fantastic job selling their products at
the St. Mary's Mallow Christmas Fair. The girls attracted a
huge crowd! Click below to read more articals
regarding events over the Christmas period at St. Mary's
Mallow, Co. Cork

Cnoc Mhuire Granard 'Ring
Christmas Bells'

Over 120 students from Cnoc Mhuire Secondary School
entertained a capacity crowd in St. Mary's Church, Granard,
Co. Longford on Tuesday 19th December. The students
performed a selection of pieces and performances ranging
from a traditional medley, a Christmas Rap and a Les
Miserables Medley. The school was delighted to welcome
back Ms Eileen Coyle, past-pupil and professional musician
who performed a variety of numbers from her broad
repertoire.

CEIST e-News is the online Newsletter of CEIST. To unsubscribe, click here.

RE Resources
Check out our latest RE
Resources uploaded to the
website that were kindly
shared with CEIST.

World Meeting of
Families 2018
The 9th World Meeting of
Families will take place in
Ireland from 21-26 August
2018. This year’s theme is
'The Gospel of the Family:
Joy for the World'. Follow
on Twitter @WMOF2018
Also click here to view A
JOY FOR ALL THE EARTH
Official Hymn for World
Meeting of Families 2018
Composed by Ephrem
Feeley.

Profile Your School On
Our E-News!
As usual we encourage our
schools to profile their good
news or upcoming events
on our e-news.
We are especially
interested in hearing from
schools who have not
featured much up to now.
All news big or small is
welcome, please send to
info@ceist.ie
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St Brigid's Day
Thursday 1st February 2018
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Today, 1 February, is the Feast of Saint Brigid, Abbess and Secondary
Patron of Ireland. Saint Brigid is renowned for her hospitality, alms giving
and care of the sick.
“From the first day I set my mind on God I have never taken it away from
God and I never will”
St. Brigid was born in approximately 450 A.D. Her story has been
heavily embellished by the oral tradition and the passage of time, but the
person of Brigid shines through the mists of time as an extraordinary
woman who connects us today with our spiritual roots.
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It is thought that she was the daughter of Dubthach, a chieftain of
Leinster, and Broicech, who was possibly a slave and a Christian. She is
said to have been inspired by the teaching of St. Patrick and to have
been a young woman of extraordinary generosity and charity.
Brigid became famous for her holiness and was determined to enter
religious life. In spite of her father’s opposition she eventually took her vows before St. Mel of Armagh who
also conferred her with abbatial powers which gave her the administrative powers of a bishop. The most
famous of her monastic foundations was in Kildare. Here she established a double monastery which became
a centre of prayer and learning renowned throughout Christian Europe.
The name Brigid traditionally connects her with the Celtic pagan
goddess. However, while folklore may be behind some of the
traditions associated with her, Brigid, the Abbess of Kildare, did
exist and she provides a link between the ancient customs of Celtic
spirituality and their absorption into the Christian tradition. Her feast
day is celebrated on February 1, Imbolc, the first day of spring.
Perhaps her connectedness with the renewal of the earth, the signs
of new growth, and the eternal cycle of new life may be a sign of
hope, not only for our growing awareness of the need to care for the
earth, but also for the renewal of our Christian faith and culture. For
our consumer society Brigid’s example provides a dramatic
alternative! Her constant awareness of God in her life and in those
she encountered, her compassion and her concern for the poor are
all shining examples of living Christianity.
The life of. Brigid is: “a portrait of a powerful leader, a healer, a
spiritual guide, a prophetess for our time”. (Sr. Mary Minehan CSB)
St . Brigid is a model and inspiration for all of us, working, in the
words of our CEIST Charter, towards: “a compassionate and just
society inspired by the life and teachings of Jesus Christ”.

Resource for St. Brigid's Day
The CEIST Faith Leadership and Governance Team have compiled the following resource to celebrate the
Feast of St. Brigid, click on link below to view.
Feast of St Brigid
Brigidine Prayer for Peace
How to make a St. Bridget’s Cross from KandLe Team on Vimeo.
Brigid’s Story from KandLe Team on Vimeo.
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Catholic Schools Week 2018 runs from Sunday 28 January to Sunday 4 February. CSW is an all-Ireland
annual celebration which invites Catholic schools to give expression in a special way to the ethos of Catholic
education. The theme for 2018 is ‘Catholic Schools: Called to be a Family of Families’.
On Sunday 28th January Bishop Fintan Monahan, Bishop of Killaloe, was the chief celebrant and preacher at
Mass to mark the opening of Catholic Schools Week 2018. The launch was held in Saint Flannan’s College,
Ennis, Co Clare in the Diocese of Killaloe.

Monthly School Feature

Click here for link to gallery of pictures of the event.
On Sunday 4 February Bishop Monahan will be the chief celebrant at Mass for the conclusion of Catholic
Schools Week 2018. This Mass will be broadcast by RTÉ on radio from the Cathedral of Saints Peter & Paul,
Ennis. As well as the local parish community of Ennis, the liturgy for this year’s Mass for Catholic Schools
Week will be enhanced by the participation of students, staff and parents from local schools.
As in previous years, resource booklets are being delivered to your school and are also available online here:
https://www.catholicschools.ie/post-primary-school-resources-csw-2018/

World Meeting of Families
Pope Francis chose Ireland to host the next World Meeting of Families and it will take place from 21–26
August in Dublin. Families from all over the world will gather to celebrate their lives, to share their
experiences from different parts of the world, to reflect on the different challenges they face and to grow
together in faith. This celebration offers a special opportunity to school families to celebrate not just parents
as the primary educators of their children, but also the vital role that Catholic schools play in assisting
parents. In partnership with the WMOF, the Catholic Schools Week Steering Committee has developed a
one-year catechetical programme for Catholic primary and post-primary schools. The theme for this 2018
programme is ‘Catholic Schools: Called to be a Family of Families.’ The programme invites Catholic schools
to celebrate the relationship that exists between home, school and parish through participation in four subthemed catechetical moments. Moment Two is the high point of the catechetical programme for primary and
post-primary schools. During CSW Catholic school families participate in a week of reflection on this year’s
theme.

Resources
The Catholic Schools Week Steering Committee has made a series of resources available for schools, each
with its own unique daily theme, on www.catholicschools.ie.
Resources are also available from the World Meeting of Families website, on www.worldmeeting2018.com

CEIST Schools Celebrating Catholic Schools Week 2018
The following are images posted by CEIST schools on how they are celebrating Catholic Schools Week
2018.

Calasanctius College, Oranmore

Eureka Secondary School, Kells

Presentation Secondary School, Headford

Sacred Heart, Clonakilty

Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise

Coláiste Íosagáin, Portarlington

Presentation Secondary School, Thurles

Coláiste Bríde Dublin

St. Aloysius Cork

Coláiste Bríde Dublin

Presentation Secondary School, Wexford

Presentation Secondary School Kilkenny

Collaiste Nano Nagle Limerick

Mercy College Sligo

St. Aloysius Cork

Presentation Headford, Galway

St Mary's, Mallow
If you would like to include your school image here on Catholic Schools Week, please send an email to
CEIST.
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Calasanctius College in Oranmore - January News
2018
Tuesday 30th January 2018
--- Select ---

BT Young Scientist Exhibition
Any

Any

Events
CEIST Annual Conference
E-News
Monthly School Feature

Alice Shaughnessy, 3rd Year student from Calasanctius College in Oranmore is participating in the BT Young
Scientist Exhibition in Dublin this week with her project on Electromagnets.

Catholic Schools Week
Catholic Schools Week 2018 runs from Sunday 28 January to Sunday 4 February. CSW is an all-Ireland
annual celebration which invites Catholic schools to give expression in a special way to the ethos of Catholic
education. The theme for 2018 is ‘Catholic Schools: Called to be a Family of Families’. Below are photos
from Calasanctius College in preparation for this event.

Each student in the school decorated their hand print during religion class, from first year to leaving cert, and
wrote their name on it. Each staff member signed the four edges of the cross. The entire school has been
brought together in this unique collage. It is displayed in our sacred space to celebrate catholic schools week
& represents our school community.
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Students Represent Ireland at Global Tourism Event

School Events
My Fair Lady

Two of our TY students and their
teacher have just returned from
representing Ireland at the Global
Travel & Tourism partnership
conference in Nice, France.
Student research winners from 12
nations presented ndings at
Nice, France conference hosted by
Global Travel and Tourism
Partnership (GTTP)

Student Wellbeing Survey

Young Scientist Success

The GTTP Ireland winners were Marta Gacek (16
This site uses cookies: Find out more.
years) and Stephanie Keane (15 years) of Mercy
Mounthawk.

Okay, thanks
Students Represent Ireland at
Global Tourism Event

November 30, 2017 — The Global Travel and Tourism Partnership (GTTP) announced that 24 secondary
and tertiary students from 12 countries were selected as 2017 Student Research Competition winners out
of approximately 2,000 entries. The students presented their case study research findings at the GTTP’s
annual student/teacher conference this November 27 – 28 in Nice, France. In Ireland, this competition is
integrated within Tourism Insight, an educational program about career opportunities in the tourism
industry.

State Exam High Achievers
Awards

School Calendar

The winning pupils at the GTTP conference
discussed how the growing trend for
travelers to combine their business and
leisure trips (“Bleisure travel”) can attract
more visitors and enhance the tourist
experience in their respective countries.
The students also explained their views on
the role of sustainability and technology in
supporting Bleisure tourism development.
The countries represented this year by the
students and their accompanying teachers
included: Brazil, China, France, Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Ireland, Jamaica, Kenya, Russia, South Africa,
and Tanzania.
The winning pair from Ireland was Marta Gacek (16 years) and Stephanie Keane (15 years) of Mercy
Mounthawk Secondary School. Their Bleisure case study was supervised by their teacher Stella O’Shea.
Student competition entrants research GTTP-assigned topics, which vary year to year. Working in teams,
the students develop their skills in research, analytics, and communications, all of which are essential for
a successful career in Travel & Tourism.
This competition is sponsored by the
GTTP’s Global Partners and the Aldo
Papone Endowment. In addition, Amadeus
provided the conference facilities at its
Executive Briefing Centre in Sophia
Antipolis. Marriott International, another
GTTP Global Partner, provided meals and
hotel rooms at Le Méridien, Nice. The GTTP
Global Partners Amex, dnata, Eurostar,
HRG, Hertz and Travelport sponsored
tables at this year’s event awards dinner.
Michel Taride, Chair of the GTTP Advisory Board and Group President of Hertz International, said: “Many
congratulations to this year’s GTTP student research winners, who prepared fascinating case studies on
the opportunities for Bleisure tourism in their home country and the role that sustainability and
technology plays in this area. GTTP has had an unwavering commitment over the past two decades to
attract bright stars such as these young people to the travel and tourism industry to secure its future
development.”
Angelica Mkok, Head of Corporate Social Responsibility, Amadeus IT Group, commented: “Amadeus is
proud to continue sponsoring the GTTP global educational program in travel and tourism. Supporting
young people in their personal and professional development within this industry is a key priority for
Amadeus. We enjoyed hosting again the Global Travel and Tourism Partnership annual awards ceremony
and hearing inspiring ideas on Bleisure travel from this year’s finalists.”
Hemma Varma, Senior Manager, Social Impact & Global Responsibility Europe, Marriott International,
said: “The work being done by GTTP is significantly helping to ensure thousands of students around the
world are aware of the great opportunities our industry has to offer. We are happy to continue our
tradition of supporting programs like the GTTP global educational program in travel in tourism. With 1 in
10 jobs tied to the hospitality industry worldwide, GTTP is helping to ensure a bright, fulfilling career path
for many, and a pipeline of talent for our hotels.”
Nancy Needham, Executive Director, GTTP, added: “The students did an excellent job this year. The core
mission of GTTP is to expose young people to the many different kinds of professional careers offered by
the Travel & Tourism Industry. By changing the student research topic each year, we also introduce
students to issues and trends affecting the industry and the people who work in it. We could not do all
this without the involvement and support of the industry leaders who guide GTTP.”
The GTTP, established in 1996, currently operates in Brazil, Canada, China, France, Hong Kong, Hungary,
India, Ireland, Jamaica, Kenya, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Tanzania, and United
Kingdom. Some 467,000 students participated in the GTTP. School systems provide teachers and
classrooms. Approximately 1,500 local and international companies share their expertise with teachers
and students and provide financial and in-kind support.
The international industry leaders currently supporting the GTTP are Amadeus, American Express,
Carlson Wagonlit Travel, dnata, Enterprise Holdings, Eurostar, The Hertz Corporation, Hogg Robinson
Group, KDS, Marriott International, and Travelport. Their executives serve on GTTP’s Advisory Board.

You can see the students’ project here: bleisure powerpoint 11th november 16 9

About GTTP
The Global Travel and Tourism Partnership is an industry philanthropic initiative to foster future talent
and tackle the global skills shortage. The GTTP educates secondary and tertiary school students about
careers in Travel and Tourism at a time when they are making career and education choices. The GTTP
works in 15 countries in Europe, Africa, East Asia and North and South America. It serves some 667,000
students in more than 4,600 schools. For more about GTTP visit http://www.gttp.org or Facebook.

About Tourism Insight – Ireland
Tourism Insight is a free, online interactive educational program about the travel and tourism industry,
with a focus on introducing students to career opportunities within the sector. The program was cofounded by Natasha Kinsella (Dublin Regional Skills) & Mary Rose Stafford (Institute of Technology Tralee)
in partnership with the Irish Hospitality Institute, Irish Hotels Federation, Fáilte Ireland, Technological
Higher Education Association, and a number of sector businesses (including The Doyle Collection, Jurys
Inn’s, Gleneagle Hotel Group, Lee Hotels, Dalata Hotel Group, Prem Group, Dublin Institute of Technology,
Conrad Hotel, Compass Group Ireland, Travel Brokers, Travel Centres, Travel Port, ITAA and Tourism
Ireland. www.tourisminsight.ie
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News from Christ King Girls School Cork
Wednesday 24th January 2018
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BT Young Scientist 2018
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Christ King students entered 4 Projects to the BT Young Scientist. There were 7 students involved.

Project 1: Can technology help kids divert from it?
Grace Onofrei TY1

Project 2: Classroom Dissection: The Attitudes of Students and Teachers
Cliona Scully TY 2:

Project 3: The impact of 2 Social Media Sites on the Body Image of Teenage Girls
Alison Barry TY3
Cliona McTaggart TY5
Aoife McTaggart TY5

Project 4: Natural Antibiotics: Can they solve the resistance crisis?
Aisha Ghori TY1
Aisling O Connor TY1

Irish Debating Team go forward to the Regional Finals
Our Junior Irish Debating Team go forward to the Regional Finals of Díospóireacht an Phiarsaigh in
Mitchelstown on Thursday 25th January.

Senior A Basketball Team play in the All-Ireland Cup Final
The Christ King Senior A Basketball Team play in the All-Ireland Cup Final in the Tallaght Arena on the 25th
January and the Cup Final on the 5th February.
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News from Our Lady’s Castleblayney
Wednesday 24th January 2018

Our Lady’s Castleblayney start the New Year with a Sustainable
Energy Initiative
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Thursday 11th Jan 2018 saw members of Our Lady’s Eco-club host a visit from Caroline Murphy of
Sustainable Energy Ireland to speak about sustainable energy options for their homes. After an excellent and
informative presentation about the work of SEAI and the various ways we can conserve energy, students
were given an energy kit to bring to their homes for a week. Each kit contains instruments, for example a
plug-in energy monitor, a thermal leak detector, temperature and humidity monitors etc. The students were
given guidelines about how to use the instruments and record the results.
This initiative was organised by Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group in conjunction with School
Principal, Mr. Eddie Kelly and Ms Helena Fox. Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group (SEC) is a voluntary
group formed in late 2016. The aim of SEC is to work together with the local people of Castleblayney to raise
awareness of the benefits of energy efficiency and renewables. They also hope to administer SEAI BEC
projects in the coming years. This will involve specific energy efficiency and renewable energy projects being
undertaken in Castleblayney which will be economically and socially beneficial to the town. It will also mean a
significant reduction in the use of fossil fuel based energy in our town and support the drive nationally and
globally to reduce CO2 emissions in efforts to address climate change. SEC Castleblayney’s application to
SEAI for funding was successful and this is for Year 1 of a three year programme. The funding is for a
programme that includes energy auditing, energy awareness and the development of an Energy
Management Plan for Castleblayney.
The Eco-club in Our Lady’s were delighted with the visit and have enthusiastically embraced the use of the
energy kit and the recording of the results. This is a wonderful opportunity for them to inform themselves
about energy efficiency/conservation and to include family and friends in this worthwhile project. Learning for
life at its best!

Members of the Eco club in Our Lady are seen here accepting energy kits which will be used by the group to
observe and record specific energy values in their homes. This is part of an energy awareness programme
being encouraged and supported by Castleblayney Sustainable Energy Group in conjunction with
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. Also pictured is Ms Helena Fox, Our Lady’s and Ms Caroline Murphy
of SEAI who delivered the workshop.

Glencarn sponsors Girls U16 Basketball in Our Lady’s

Pictured are representatives of the U-16 Girls Basketball team in Our Lady’s accepting jerseys from Mr
Damien Borden of the Glencarn Hotel. The girls have been very successful in their appearances on the court,
being North East 'A' Regional champions and they also represented Our Lady’s and the region in the All
Ireland Qualifiers. They are seen here with their coach with Ms Laura McQuillan and school Principal, Mr
Eddie Kelly.

National Success in Credit Union Art Competition for Our Lady’s
There were scenes of delight and excitement last week when Our Lady’s Secondary School was informed
that 1st Year Art student, Keisha McCann had been awarded 1st place in the Credit Union Art Competition at
National Level. This is an outstanding achievement given the large level of entries countrywide in this
competition and its merit will be recognised in the €500 prize that Keisha will receive at the National
presentation of prizes in Croke Park on Sunday 11th February.
Keisha has been awarded 1st at local and chapter level also. Ms Lynch, Art teacher in Our Lady’s made
reference to the “exemplary talent and creativity shown by Keisha in her design. It is rare for an art student to
show such exceptional skills in design and appreciation of aesthetics in 1st Year. This is an area that has
been nurtured throughout her Primary schooling so credit must also go to those teachers as well.” Principal,
Mr Kelly also congratulated Keisha on her outstanding achievement commenting “Keisha is such a talented &
unassuming student and we are delighted that her exceptional talent and hard work has been recognised and
rewarded at local and national level. To win an award at national level as a First Year student is a fantastic
achievement and we look forward to more successes from this very talented student during the rest of her
time at Our Lady’s”. Mr. Kelly also paid tribute to Keisha’s Art Teacher Ms Lynch for all her hard work, support
& guidance for Keisha and indeed all the other students from the school who achieved success at local and
chapter level.
Keisha, daughter of Eilish McCann, Bree, Castleblayney is to be congratulated and no doubt this is not the
last we will hear from this talented and gifted student.

Pictured in Our Lady’s Secondary School is 1st Year student, Keisha McCann being congratulated on her 1st
prize win at National level in the Credit Union Art competition. Keisha is seen here with her Art teacher, Ms
Susan Lynch and Principal, Mr Eddie Kelly.

Our Lady’s Join 7,000 Students at 2018 Student Leaders’ Congress
Over 100 students from Our Lady’s Secondary school Castleblayney joined 7,000 other teenagers from
around Ireland at the 3Arena last week for the 2018 Cycle Against Suicide Student Leaders’ Congress.
The event, which started as a gathering of 40 students in 2012, is now the largest young people’s mental
health conference in Europe. Students from Our Lady’s had spent several weeks in advance of the Congress
preparing various projects that were focused on the event’s two central objectives of promoting positive
mental health and help-seeking behaviour in young people.
Speaking after their return from the event, Principal Eddie Kelly said the event had a huge impact on the
students that travelled to the 3Arena.
Our Lady’s choir performed on stage and received a standing ovation. 6th Year student, Kaylum Conlon was
interviewed on stage by our own student leader, Neasa Boyle about the debate held in the School ‘Empower
your Voice’’, an event organised by our Amber committee . Neasa Boyle said “the memory of the Student
Leaders’ Congress will live long in her memory”, while Kaylum said the experience of speaking on stage to
7000 students will be a life-long memory. “I also felt inspired by the speakers on the day especially Dr Sinead
Kane’s story which left me with the thought ‘no excuses’.”
The Student Leaders’ Congress is organised and run by Cycle Against Suicide, the charity organisation that
aims to foster an environment of positive mental health through the promotion of its core message that ‘It’s
OK not to feel OK; and it’s absolutely OK to ask for help’. For details on this year’s cycle or information on
how to volunteer, log on to www.cycleagainstsuicide.com.

Pictured at the Cycle Against Suicide Student Leaders’ Congress held in 3Arena last week are members of
Our Lady’s Secondary School choir who performed on stage in front of 7000 young people attending the
Congress. The students are pictured here with Music teacher, Ms Cara Murray and they were also
accompanied by Chaplain, Ms Grace Duffy.
The core message being promoted is ‘It’s OK not to feel OK; and it’s absolutely OK to ask for help’
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Human Trafficking Awareness
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To create awareness about “Human Trafficking” in our school, the Chaplaincy group prepared a slide show.
This is part of a Mercy initiative to raise awareness about this issue. To the music of Lady Gaga, herself a
campaigner against human trafficking, the girls displayed facts and figures on the topic. They also started a
poster campaign in the school. The students and staff wore blue ribbons to show our support for victims of
human trafficking for the day.

World Meeting of Families

The icon of the Holy Family of Nazareth was painted by Mihai Ciucu and the Redemptoristine Sisters from
Drumcondra, Dublin. It visited Tuam’s Cathedral of the Assumption on Friday last. It was commissioned to
mark the World Meeting of Families in August.
To mark its arrival and to accompany the icon, our 5th year Art-students painted a large poster for “The World
Meeting of Families 2018” which will remain in the Cathedral.
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Presentation Ballingarry News
Monday 15th January 2018
The first term of 2017/18 was a very busy one for staff and students at Presentation Ballingarry. This year we
were delighted to welcome 66 students into our first year group. Three Spanish students joined our Transition
Year class while Anni Whoosh from Germany has joined our 5th year group for the full academic year.
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Farewell Liturgy to Sisters Teresa and Miriam
The term began with a farewell liturgy to Sisters Teresa and Miriam. The sisters were joined by Sr. Patricia,
former Principal of the school, who continues to work tirelessly among the people of Ballingarry and Sister
Colette who lives with Sr. Teresa in the Clonmel community and who completed her leaving certificate in
Ballingarry in 1942.
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Sr. Teresa and Sr. Miriam moved into The Commons in 2006 and this summer they said goodbye to their
many friends there as they moved to pastures new. Sr. Teresa returned from the Philippines in 1998, joining
the Staff of Presentation Secondary School in Sept 1999, retiring, in 2008. Sr. Teresa taught Religion, Irish,
Maths, Music - (inclusive of singing) and she recalled how “Presentation Day was always a very big school
event in the school when all the staff and students walked up to the Parish Church where the Choir generally
surpassed themselves, with singing and creative dance.” Sr. Teresa’s Choirs were also involved in other big
events, such as First Year and Leaving Cert masses.
Sr. Miriam having returned from America was very active among the people of the village teaching knitting to
local primary school children. As an avid card player she soon found herself enjoying new friendships and
these were cemented through her work with the local senior citizen’s committee. Following her retirement
from the school, Sister Teresa continued, on a voluntary basis to teach music and direct the choir in the
secondary school. She also played an active role in the parish playing the church organ, directing a prayer
group and visiting her neighbours and fellow parishioners. In his homily Fr. Quike thanked them for their
dedication and prayed God’s blessing on them in their new communities.
This liturgy also marked the opening of a new school year and parents of first year students were invited to
attend as their children were welcomed into this new community. Before the mass began, Sr. Teresa lit the
lantern flame and passed it onto Principal, Ms. Cahill who in turn passed it onto the head boy and girl who
then passed it onto the first year prefects. As the candle was passed from one to another each group
acknowledged how we are stronger because of the ones who have gone before us and how it was now their
responsibility to keep that flame alight for the ones who would come after them.
To symbolise their planting of roots in the school, the first years were invited to plant a daffodil bulb which, like
themselves will grow, flourish and blossom during their six years in the school.
The Seinn choir provided music for this very meaningful liturgy and at the end of mass Ms. Cahill made a
presentation to the sisters and thanked them for their work in both the school and the community.

Business Award
Congratulations to Anna Ryan, photographed with her proud parents. Anna was honoured at the WIT Award
Ceremony for students who receive an A grade in their Junior Certificate Business.

Poetry Aloud
For fourteen years Presentation Ballingarry has been proudly associated with Poetry Aloud. To date our
school has won the Junior title on two occasions and has been represented in the final each year. This year
over 30 students competed in the regional final of this very prestigious competition. Congratulations to. Mary
Kate Cronin and her classmate Claire O’ Brien represented the school in the semi-finals which were held in
the National library on the 16th and 17th of November. While both girls were fantastic Mary Kate proceeded
to the national final, which took place in the National Library of Ireland in Dublin on 1st December. The event
saw 31 students out of 1,800 from across the country compete in the junior, intermediate and senior
categories for the Seamus Heaney Poetry Aloud Award.
Poetry Aloud is an annual poetry speaking competition for post-primary school students across the island of
Ireland and was launched in 2006 as Yeats Aloud, becoming Poetry Aloud in 2007. Since then, it has grown
enormously from just a few hundred entries to 1,800 entries in 2017.
The late Seamus Heaney was a significant supporter of Poetry Aloud. In 2009, he was presented by the
British Library with the David Cohen Prize for Literature. In addition to the main award, the winner each year
nominates the recipient of a subsidiary prize. In nominating Poetry Aloud for the award, Seamus Heaney
cited the extraordinary way in which the competition seeks to celebrate the joy of speaking and listening to
poetry as well as the fact that there is a strong North-South dimension to the competition.

Dr Sandra Collins, Director of the National Library presents Mary Kate with her certificate at the finals of
Poetry Aloud.

Wellbeing Week
On December 2nd, Presentation Ballingarry launched its “Wellbeing Week.” The principle aim of the week
was to provide an environment where the physical, social, and mental wellbeing of the staff and students was
supported. Throughout the week the whole school community was involved in a wide range of activities from
yoga to board games, to teacher v’s pupils’ basketball to sporting activities. There was time for meditation
and at lunch fresh fruit was freely available. Our sincerest thanks to The Apple Farm for their very generous
donation of apples.
The importance of such a week cannot be underestimated in today’s pressured environment and it was fitting
that this week followed on directly from Christmas house exams. In keeping with the Presentation ethos,
wellbeing week acknowledges the complexity of each individual and through having time out to focus on,
being grateful or to get active or to simply enjoy the company of one another students and staff were invited
to come together and get to know one another outside the confines of the classroom. Our gratitude board
was such a success that it will continue to hold its position at the heart of school long after the week is over.
This is just the first of many initiatives which will continue to be offered to the students and staff throughout
this and future academic years.

Wall of Gratitude

Healthy Eating

A healthy mind, a healthy body.

LCA Award
Congratulations to Laura Phelan, Coalbrook, Ballingarry who, in the company of her parents Anthony &
Majella, brother Aaron, Leaving Certificate Applied Coordinator Bean ui Laocha and school Principal Ms.
Cahill received the Fergal Quinn Award in recognition of her outstanding results in her Leaving Certificate
Applied exam. Laura was one of just five recipients from across Ireland to receive this very coveted award
and is the only recipient in the south west region. The ceremony was held in the Athlone Springs Hotel and
Minister Mary Mitchell O’ Connor presented the awards as part of the LCANA conference.
This award is financed by Fergal Quinn and bears his name as he was the first chairperson of the Leaving
Certificate Applied steering committee.
LCA coordinator, Bean Ui Laocha praised Laura for her excellent dedication to her work and highlighted
Laura’s generosity in terms of how she was more than willing to assist her fellow classmates in whatever way
possible. Laura is currently attending Waterford College of Further Education where she is studying
Photography and Digital Media.

Tipperary Cross Country Schools’ Athletics
On the 6th of December 2017 Presentation Ballingarry competed in the annual Tipperary schools’ cross
country athletics competition, in Thurles Crokes. Twenty- three students attended the competition on behalf of
our school. We brought home eleven medals and the Perpetual Shield for the best combined Girls and Boys
School. This is a brilliant feat to have achieved and all those who participated contributed to the overall
success of the school. Achievements included: Gold medals for senior boys- Jack Kealy, Patrick Walton,
Thomas Quin and James O’Meara. Bronze medals for senior girls- Claire Egan, Lauren Donovan and Sasha
Hehir. Bronze medals for junior girls- Emma Murray, Éabha Hogan and Louise Cawley. Individual successesEmma Murray Silver in her 1200m, Éabha Hogan 10th in her 1200m, Conor O’Brien 6th in his 1500m, Éanna
Ryan 8th in his 2000m and Jack Kealy 7th in his 3000m. Well done to all those involved and who competed
excellently: Kieran Murray, Alex Lowe, Emer Dunne, Molly O’Meara, Carmel Norton, Thomas Walton, Maria
Hogan, Aisling Boland, Sean Ryan, Daniel Quin, Eoghan Pollard and Robert Grant.

Presentation Ballingarry Establishes School Conference of St.
Vincent de Paul
The T.Y. students of Presentation Ballingarry secondary school have established the first ever St. Vincent de
Paul conference in the school. Together with their Religion teacher, Mrs. Stanley, they linked in with the local
St. Vincent de Paul conference of Ballingarry. The initial steps towards establishing a school conference
began with the students inviting Yvanna, an SVP member into the school to inform them about SVP and to
guide them on how to set up their conference. After hearing Yvanna speak about the remarkable work that
SVP do, the students immediately felt very passionate and eager to help as many people in need as possible;
starting with the people of in the school parish of Ballingarry. A committee was then nomnated and each
person assigned a different role. Jack Lonergan was nominated as President with Sarah Cranitch as his Vice
President. Chloe Breen was nominated as secretary and Niamh Mullally as assistant secretary. Will Ruttle
was nominated as treasurer and Aoife Horan as assistant treasurer. Laura Scott and Ciara Fitzgerald were
nominated as the public relations officers.
The students held a senior citizen Christmas coffee morning, a Christmas movie morning and have continued
the long tradition of creating Christmas hampers. The conference also created a giving tree where students
and staff were invited to leave extra gifts. The group looks forward to working to improve the lives of those in
need in our community.

National Famine Commemoration 2017
Presentation Ballingarry were delighted and honoured to be part of the National Famine Commemoration this
year. The highly organised event saw the school play host to Ambassadors from 15 Embassies – all were
impressed with the beautiful location for the event.They also met parents and our Head Boy - Aiden Mullally
and Head Girl – Abaigeal Maher. All travelled by organised bus to the Famine Warhouse 1848, where the
ceremony took place.Aiden and Abaigeal recited a poem entitled Siberia by James Clarence Mangan, which
depicted the suffering of the poor and aptly reflected what it must have been like for the people of Ireland
during the Famine Years.Carmel O Brien (former Teacher) also recited ‘Amhran na bPratai Dubha’ by Maire
Ni Dhroma translated into English by Michael Coady.

Seinn 2017/2018
Since October forty students from different year groups met twice weekly to prepare for the Seinn concert in
Thurles Cathedral. On December 6th over 600 students came together for the first time and by 7.30 pm 613
voices became one amazing choir under the direction of Ian Callanan. This evening of song and celebration
was the perfect way to get ready for Christmas.

The Hope Foundation
In February Ciara Butler one of our TY students will be travelling to Kolkata for one week with the HOPE
Foundation. During this week she will be visiting the various projects run by the HOPE Foundation. In order to
travel Ciara raised €3,400, with €2,400 being donated in full to the charity. She held multiple fundraising
event.
The Hope Foundation is a registered charity working with street and slum children in Kolkata (formerly
Calcutta), India. They work to free children and poor families from lives of pain, abuse, poverty and darkness.
The Hope Foundation's CEO and Founder, Maureen Forrest, has remained a volunteer and has never taken
a salary since she founded the charity in 1999.
Living on the streets, children are exposed to horrendous physical abuse. Those who survive are left to fend
for themselves, with no promise of a safe future. They are forced to work from as young as five years of age
to earn money for food and so cannot go to school. HOPE works to free them from child labour. HOPE funds
and operates over 60 projects. The Hope Foundation is dedicated to promoting the protection of street and
slum children in Kolkata and the most underprivileged in India. HOPE works to effect immediate and lasting
change in their lives.
To date HOPE has helped over 2 million people and we are very proud of Ciara as she prepares for what will
be a rewarding experience.

Celebrating Nano's Tercentenary
We are very proud of our Presentation tradition and already a committee of staff and students has been
established to plan events for this very special year.

Sports News
We have had a very busy start to the new year with a quick return to action for many of our teams. Pride of
place must go to the Ladies Footballers who have reached the Munster Semi-Final in both the Junior and
Senior Championships. Our Junior Ladies beat St. Ailbe’s by 5-6 to 4-4 to progress on Tuesday January 9th.
Our Senior Ladies then followed this up with a remarkable comeback win against Kilmihill of Clare on
Thursday January 11th. Five points down at half time, in terrible weather conditions, Ms Bourke’s girls fought
back and inspirational Emma Cody secured the win with a goal in the final seconds. Well done to Ms Bourke,
Ms Harding, TY mentors Declan Hayes and Stephen Donovan and all of the girls on both panels.
Our Basketball teams have also been busy with our second year girls defeating Loreto Clonmel by 29 to 25 in
the B league to begin the season. Our first years were narrowly defeated by 22-20 in a gripping finish. In the
D league, both our first and second year teams gave creditable performances. We look forward to facing
Cashel on next Friday January 26th. Our TY mentors Chloe Walsh and Niamh Mullally continue to do good
work.
Hard luck to Mr Daly and the u-15 soccer team who were defeated by a stronger side in Limerick. Next
Wednesday January 24th, our u-16.5 footballers will be in action against Desmond College Limerick in the
Munster Colleges first round (weather permitting). Our athletics teams have also returned to training and our
u15 and u17 hurlers will return next week in preparation for upcoming games. Well done to Conor Duggan,
Eoin Ryan, Seán Ryan and Éanna Ryan who finished as runners up in the Tipperary Badminton
Championships and will now go forward to play in the Munster Competition on Thursday January 25th next in
the University of Limerick.
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Presentation Thurles are crowned Munster Camogie Champions!
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Presentation Thurles made the journey to Ballyagran GAA grounds in Limerick on Saturday morning last,
determined to banish the ghost of the previous two Munster finals where they had suffered agonising defeats.
The Pres girls settled into the contest first and opened up a two point lead thanks to two frees from
Aoibheann Clancy. Coachford responded with a placed ball of their own from Clíona Healy. The first big
moment of the game arrived when the talented Casey Hennessy broke into a loose ball and fired an
unstoppable shot to the Coachford net and Pres Thurles had some breathing space. However it was to be
short lived as Coachford’s talisman Clíona Healy fired over four points without reply. Half time saw the
Thurles girls go into the dressing room with a slender one point lead. Coachford picked up where they had
left off when the second half began as Clíona Healy and Ciara McCarthy fired over a point each and for the
first time in the contest Coachford were in front. This Pres team are nothing if not gallant and sensing the
need for a big response Saoirse O'Meara rifled the ball to the back of the Cork net to breathe life into the
Pres team again. However Coachford continued to dominate and found themselves level again after two
Clíona Healy frees. As the game moved into injury time Coachford looked to have won it when the referee
awarded them a very dubious free in front of the Pres posts. Clíona Healy dispatched the free leaving
Presentation Thurles needing something miraculous. As the contest moved into the sixth minute of injury time
Pres Thurles were awarded a free deep in their own half. The referee instructed players and mentors this
would be the last play and goalkeeper Aoife Butler raced out to deliver the ball deep into Coachford territory.
The ball broke to Pres wing back Grace O'Donnell who side stepped a defender before taking the incredible
decision to go for a goal. Grace rifled the ball into the roof of the Cork net from the tightest of angles to the
astonishment of the players and spectators. Supporters, mentors and subs raced onto the field as the referee
sounded the final whistle and Pres Thurles were finally Munster Champions in a most spectacular fashion.
Captain Anna Gavin delivered an inspirational speech to cap what was a memorable day for Presentation
Thurles.

6th year Camogie winners Niamh Sweeney, Grace O'Donnell, Saoirse O'Meara and Anna Gavin(captain) are
pictured with their coaches Mr Barry Ryan and Mr Cian Treacy.

Sr Theophane is pictured with the cup alongside the two team coaches Mr Barry Ryan and Mr Cian Treacy.

Hockey News
Our minor, junior and senior hockey teams travelled to Limerick on Wednesday last to face teams from Laurel
Hill Coláiste. The Presentation teams showed great talent and spirit on the pitch in matches played in
dreadful weather conditions. The minor team came away with a spectacular win all thanks to Emma
O’Sullivan who scored a super goal in the last five minutes to seal the victory. Well done to all the girls
involved and to their coach Marie Flanagan.

Pres Thurles Tipperary Badminton Champions

Congratulations to our U 19 Badminton Team who won the Tipperary Championships today!! Emily Phelan,
Sarah Doheny, Mary Ellen Phelan and Ciara Treacy will now represent Tipperary in the Munster
Championships on 25th January. Well done girls and well done to their teacher Mr Maher.

BT Young Scientists Exhibition
On Wednesday the 10th of January four groups of Transition Year students headed to the RDS in Dublin to
take part in the 2018 BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition. Nine students in total took part in what
proved to be an incredible and memorable experience for the girls. From the early stages of the competition,
the Pres Scientists garnered a lot of attention, from both the media and the general public. With such topical
and innovative project ideas - ranging from issues concerning the HPV vaccine to farm machinery lights,
drink-spiking to diabetes - it was easy to see why the girls in the wine uniforms were fast becoming firm
favourites in Ballsbridge. Over the course of the four-day event, the students had the chance to meet and
chat with many great minds, from professors to healthcare professionals and leading entrepreneurs. In typical
Pres fashion, one of the groups managed excelled and were invited onto The Late Late Show on Friday night
to demonstrate and discuss their project. One student - Emma Hayes - was approached by Minister for
Health, Simon Harris, who was keen to discuss the young scientist’s findings. The exhibition turned out to be
a great success for our students. Well done to all involved and thanks for our science department for their
encouragement and support.

Pres Thurles transition year students Leah Ryan, Rachel Sweeney and Emma Buckley are pictured at the BT
Young Scientist Exhibition with their project 'Comparing CSII ( Continuous Subcutaneous Insulin Infusion )
with MDI (Multiple Daily Injections ) in Type 1 Diabetics Children'.

Pres Thurles TY students Sarah Johnson, Eva Noonan and Sarah Kate Coffey are pictured at the BT Young
Scientist Exhibition with their project 'A wireless connection for machinery equipment lights'.

Emma Hayes
Project Idea: To examine parents’ attitudes towards the HPV vaccine and to investigate the
sources/influences that affect their decision.

Pres Thurles TY students Laura Murphy and Sarah McCarthy are pictured on the Late Late Show last
weekend. The girls were approached at the BT Young Scientist Exhibition and asked to speak about their
project 'Not Just for Nails'.

Pres Thurles TY student Emma Hayes is pictured with Simon Harris, TD Minister for Health who showed
great interest in her BT Young Scientist project "Ticking Yes or No; A statistical study investigating parents
attitudes towards the HPV vaccine and their information sources."

U19 All Ireland Basketball Playoffs
With a bus full of talent and hearts full of hope our under 19 team set off last Saturday for Dunshaughlin
Community College Co. Meath. A long day of basketball faced us with the tough task of three games to be
played in one day.
Our first opponents were home team Dunshaughlin Community College. A slugglish start from the Pres girls
in the first and second quarter meant that they faced an uphill battle in the second half. The girls put pressure
on the very skilful and physical Dunshaughlin Community College side but it was not enough on the day.
Defensively there were plenty of positives as Laoise Nugent and Tasha Tully chased everything tenaciously.
However on offense we failed to capitalise on opportunities created which ultimately resulted in a defeat. A
disappointing start to the day, but the beauty of the All Ireland playoffs meant we had no time to feel sorry for
ourselves.
A quick turnaround really tested the character of this side as they needed to refocus for the next game in
quick time knowing only a win would do. Gort Community School stood as the next opposition and thankfully
in true Pres style the girls took charge from the very start. They had a healthy lead of 23 to 16 heading into
the second half which gave the team great confidence. In the second half they pushed on and never looked
back with Anna Dunne and Laura Daly finding their shooting range and causing havoc for the Gort defense.
Jennifer O’ Mara worked hard on defense along with Amy McGovern who dominated the rebounds showing
huge athletic ability. As this was the second game of three it was telling on the team and fatigue began to set
in. Kate Sheridan, Aleesia Mancha and third year Laurie McMahon proved vital in clenching the win (54 to
39).
With confidence restored the girls could not wait to face into their final game of the day against OLSP Belfast.
From start to finish this game belonged to the Pres. A fitting way for the team to finish out the day. They
showed huge determination and work rate forcing Belfast into making mistakes which the girls punished on
the score board. A great way to finish out a day on the road, seeing off Belfast in the end 51 to 29.
Unfortunately the early defeat to Dunshaughlin proved crucial with the girls losing out on qualification. We
wish our three 6th years Clodagh Sherman, Katie Hanafin and Tara Laydon every success in their leaving
cert and their careers ahead.

Our Senior A Basketball team who travelled to Dunshaughlin last weekend for the All Ireland Playoffs.
Back Row:Jennifer O'Meara, Anna Dunne,Amy McGovern, Clodagh Sherman, Marie Creedon.
Front row: Alessia Manca,Laurie McMahon, Tasha Tully, Laoise Nugent, Laura Daly and Kate Sheridan.

Our first year basketball team:
Back row: Carenza Costello, Ellen Bracken, Aoibh Carroll, Eilis Ryan, Grainne Joyce, Cliodhna O'Toole, Faye
Everitt, Katie Costello.
Front row: Sarah Sheridan, Grace Cussen, Niamh O'Sullivan, Irena Chan, Julie Butler, Molly Stapleton.

Pres Thurles Crowned Munster Soccer Champions!
Cahir Park was the venue for the 2018 Munster Senior ‘A’ soccer final as Presentation Thurles welcomed
reigning All Ireland champions Coláiste na Trócaire Rathkeale to Tipperary. Rathkeale set an early pace with
a flurry of attacks, but the Presentrain defence led by Katie Ryan and Kate Cavanagh stood firm. Irish
international Aoibheann Clancy began to gain a foothold in midfield allowing her Pres Thurles side to grow
into the game and it was her defence splitting ball which created the opening goal as she released Queva
O'Meara who in turn squared for Lauren McCormack to fire home. Rathkeale were rocked by this setback
and Pres Thurles pushed for a second goal and two quick fire efforts from Aoibheann Clancy and Casey
Hennessy narrowly missed the target. On the stroke of half time Pres would be made to rue those missed
opportunities as Rathkeale’s Anna Mullane capitalised on a defensive error to fire home from a tight angle.
Pres Thurles emerged for the second half determined to regain the initiative and laid siege to the Limerick
goal. Having been denied by the post and a goal line clearance their persistence eventually paid off when the
impressive Aoibheann Clancy scored directly from a corner after a delivery evaded the Rathkeale net minder.
Pres Thurles would again find out exactly why this Rathkeale side were All Ireland champions, as the
Limerick girls once again grabbed themselves a lifeline with ten minutes remaining. A fiercely struck effort
from all of twenty five yards flew past the Presentation keeper Rachel Sweeney. Extra time was now looming
but Pres Thurles had one more push in them and the tireless Casey Hennessy latched onto another Clancy
pass and fired past the limerick keeper to spark wild celebrations as the Thurles players and supporters
sensed this blow might prove to be fatal. Katie Ryan’s defence was not for passing and Pres Thurles were
crowned Munster champions once again.
Final score: Presentation Thurles 3 Rathkeale 2
Team: Rachel Sweeney, Kate Sheridan, Sarah Foley, Kate Cavanagh, Ciara Dwan, Katie Ryan, Casey
Hennessy, Queva O'Meara, Aoibheann Clancy, Emma O'Sullivan, Lauren McCormack, Enya Maher, Saoirse
Teer, Chloe Cummins, Emer Harnett, Megan Quigley, Amy Callanan, Niamh Quigley.

Munster Football Semi-Final
Presentation Thurles travelled to Limerick on Monday last for the 2018 Munster football semi-final against
Ennis kingpins St Flannans College. Pres were rocked on their heels from the opening whistle as St Flannans
gathered the throw in and raced up the field to fire the ball to the Thurles net. Pres Thurles to their credit
responded immediately with a well taken point from Ciara Dwan. This was quickly followed by a Lauren
McCormack free to leave the minimum between the sides. However St Flannans quickly regained the
initiative and fired home two goals in quick succession to once again open up a gap between the sides. Pres
Thurles sensing that their Munster and All Ireland titles were very much on the line set about clawing their
way back into the contest. An inspirational point from wing back Niamh Ryan was quickly followed by an
opportunistic goal from Saoirse O'Meara and the contest was well and truly alive again. Half time saw the St
Flannans girls with a slight advantage. The second half began in explosive fashion similar to the first with
centre back Marie Creedon gaining possession before offloading to the lethal Casey Hennessy who fired the
ball to the Clare net. From the restart Roisin Daly gained possession and played a neat one two with midfield
partner Muireann O'Connell before rifling a ball off the St Flannans crossbar but fortunately Saoirse O'Meara
was once again in the right position to guide the rebound home. Aoibheann Clancy added a point for Pres
Thurles and they now found themselves seven points clear with only five minutes remaining. However, St
Flannans were not for giving up and in a chaotic few minutes they conjured up two quickfire goals leaving just
a point between the sides with one minute remaining. Pres goalkeeper Muireann Lloyd had the unenviable
task of having to find a Pres jersey with her kick out but she was calmness personified as she expertly found
Dervla Heffernan who carried the ball out of defence before feeding it to Katie Ryan who in turn offloaded it to
Aoibheann Clancy who kicked what would be the last score of the game to see the Pres girls through to
another Munster final. The Pres rearguard, led by captain Aoife Maher, stood firm throughout the contest
despite spells of consistent pressure from a gallant St Flannans side. The Munster final will see Pres Thurles
face off against Ursuline Waterford on the 21st of February as Pres Thurles chase an unprecedented third
Munster title in 2018 after the victories of Soccer and Camogie.
Final score: Presentation Thurles 6-7 St Flannans College 6-5
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Christmas Edition
Welcome to the last newsletter of 2017!
Well done to all students and staff that
have contributed to what has been a
hectic term. We couldn’t possibly do
justice to all of the happenings in the
school but hopefully this gives you a
flavour of some of what went on. Wishing you and yours a happy and peaceful Christmas.

This term saw Presentation Wexford awarded the national Well
Read Award for 2017-2020.
Presentation Wexford has a long history of recognising the importance of books in the lives of our students and Ms Power and
her library team have continued this fantastic work, culminating in
this excellent achievement.

5th year students checked in with
friends from last year’s TY Community
Care module in St Brigid’s

From book clinics, graphic novel workshops, ‘shelfie’ competitions
and lunchtime library slots, a positive approach to reading that incorporates teachers, students and the wider community has been
fostered in the school and long may it continue.
Congratulations again to Ms Power and het library team on their
continued work and recognition of the same.
Well done to Ms Cullen and her
team, and all students and staff who
donated to SVP this term.

Principal’s Address

Christmas is just upon us and as you can see from the Newsletter, both students
and teachers have been very busy! I would like to thank the students and teachers
for their dedication and hard work.
Well done to our 5th, 2nd and 1st years on the completion of their House Exams.
The hard work pays off. Reports will be live from the 20th December on Vsware.
Congratulations to everyone involved in this year’s Transition Year play – I would
like to commend the Transition Year students for the time and effort they put into
their Annual Play, “Our Town” by Thornton Wilder. A massive thank you to Paul
Walsh and all the teachers & staff involved in putting on this production.
I would like to offer a special word of thanks to the members of the Parents’ Council who put tremendous work into organising the recent bag-packing event. Their
fundraising, work and support is invaluable to the school community.
Can I remind Parents/Guardians that student entrance to the school is by the
Grogan’s Road entrance only. If you are dropping your daughter into the school
grounds, for any reason, can I ask that you please be mindful of speed limits. In
addition, all students must be collected when going home for appointments etc.
I wish you all the joy of the festive season. I take this opportunity to wish all of our
staff, students and parents a peaceful, Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2018.

Gaeilge-24
Ghlac thart ar 85 daltaí páirt i nGaeilge 24 ar an 14ú de
Mhí na Samhna le déanaí. Rinne gach cailín a dícheall
Gaeilge a labhairt ar feadh an lae. Bhí roinnt cailíní anchiúin i ranganna eile! Chaith gach duine t-léine a fuaireamar ó Chonradh na Gaeilge, agus bhailigh gach duine
airgead chuige. Bhí níos mó ná 30,000 buachaillí agus
cailíní timpeall na tíre páirteach san iarracht.
About 85 girls from 1st up to 6th year took on the challenge of speaking only Irish for a full day on the 14th of
November last. It was a challenging experience for many,
including
some
teachers
of
other
subjects! Congratulations to all who took part, and don't forget your t-shirt between now and next year!!

‘Our Town’
Congratulations to our TYs on their
fantastic production of Thornton Wilder’s ‘Our Town’. Thanks to Paul
Walsh for his work with the girls, and
the students themselves for all of their
hard work in preparing the show.

Huge congrats to the TY students who took part in the
Wexford Mental Health Association Expression
Project. Students spoke about what positive mental
health meant to them. Congrats to Freya Murphy, Eimear
McLaughlin and Andrea Woodbyrne who came 3rd.

TY Christmas Craft
Fair
Well done all of our TYs and
teachers who took part in
this month’s Mini Company
Christmas Craft Fair.

Camogie
Our senior and junior camogie teams have had an
unbeaten start to the season with both teams advancing to the latter stages of Leinster competition.
Our junior team had comprehensive wins over Abbey CC, Ferrybank and Gorey CC before defeating
Our Lady of Lourdes in the final group game by 411 to 0-7 to advance to the Leinster Semi-Final.
Our senior side had good wins over Borris, Abbey
CC, FCJ Bunclody and Gorey CC to top their group
and they now look forward to a Leinster Semi Final
in the new year.

Gaelic Football
Heywood C.S. halted our senior Gaelic footballer’s march this
season at the Leinster Quarter final stage after a strong campaign.
A 6-15 to 3-4 win over St Mary’s New Ross after notable victories over FCJ Bunclody and CB Carnew saw the girls advance
from their group as winners but without key players on the
day, the girls fell just short on the day. Well done to all players
on their commitment and displays all season.

Soccer
Our Senior soccer side lost out in the Leinster ‘A’ Cup SemiFinal to overall winners Colaiste Bride this month having come
through against St Joseph’s, Lucan at the quarter final stage.
The girls now turn their attention to the league campaign after
Christmas, heartened by some excellent performances.
Zoe Butler scored twice as our u15 team kicked off their league
campaign with a 5-1 win over Gaelcolaiste na Mara this month.
Aobhe Manley, Molly Donohue and a goal from first year Rebecca Fanning ensured the win.
St Joseph’s Lucan enacted revenge on our 1st year team this
time around with a cup win over our girls on their first outing.
They now look forward to their league matches in the New Year.
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A big well done to Siobhan
Doolan, 6th Year and Ciara
Bridges, TY, who have been
selected for the Leinster Interprovincial Gaelic Football
team.

Senior Basketballers Unlucky in
South East Final

Athletics

Huge congratulations to Claragh Keane, Rang
Briga, who finished an incredible 8th today in
the All Ireland cross country championships, at
u15 level, while still only u14. Well done on a
fantastic achievement!
There was heartbreak for our senior basketball side this month
with a double overtime defeat to Bridgetown in the South East ‘C’
Final. The girls have put in an incredible amount of work this season and were unlucky in defeat on the day, losing by a 4 point
margin. Best of luck to the girls in the All –Ireland play-offs after
Christmas.
Our u15 South East & Kilkenny League team have been having an
incredible first season in competition, with their latest win coming
last week over Carlow BC which sees them shoot to second in the
table.

Handball
Many thanks again to Wexford Credit Union for sponsoring our
new handball wall and to Mr Walsh for his work. Pictured at the
launch are Brigitte Gaul Mc Laughlin Cora Doyle, Mr Ciaran
Walsh, Emma Sweeney and David Maguire.

WNL
Well done to Siobhan Doolan of Wexford
Youths on their National League Win.

Science Week at Presentation

John Daly once again wowed the third years and
some fifth year Chemistry students with his
spectacular chemical magic show.

The following day first years escaped from Earth's gravity to plunge
into outer space with the arrival of Big Bear Planetarium.

Throughout the week, a Science Quiz ran for Senior and Junior students, ending with those experts in the field of science
winning €20 vouchers for Penneys. All organised by our wonderful science prefects, Caoimhe, Eman and Kate.
Our science TY students attending WexSci's exhibition of ‘It's
Got Guts" for science week.

French Exchange Preparation Begins
The French exchange to Parthenay is well on its way. Our first letters
have gone out and we have been making some Christmas surprises
for our penpals to send away before Christmas. We are eagerly
awaiting their replies.
The French students will come in March and visit the school, Waterford, Dublin and Wexford. Our 2nd years will then travel to France
at the end of April.
The exchange students meet every Wednesday at lunch time to prepare for the trip. Mme Avogadro is the coordinator in France and
Mme Pac-Kenny in Ireland.
The #presinpy is the hashtag to follow the exchange on Twitter
@Frenchinpres.

Some shots from our recent public speaking
competition in the Riverbank Hotel. Many
thanks to photographer Claudia Faraon for the
images.

Foireann Díospoireachta na Gaeilge Scoil na Toirbhirte
Ar an ochtú lá de Samhain, chuaigh ár bhFoireann Díospóireachta chuig
Meánscoil na Toirbhirte i gCill Chainnigh. Bhí comórtas láidir ann. Bhí Meánscoil na Toirbhirte Cill Chainnigh, Meánscoil na Toirbhirte Ceatharlach agus
Scoil na mBráithre Chríostaí as Ceatharlach ann frieisn.
An rún a bhí ann ná ‘Is é Parthas turasóireachta í Éire an lae inniu’. Bhíomar i
gcoinne an rúin le Meánscoil na Toirbhirte Ceatharlach.
Labhair na caillíní ar fheabhas, ag fanacht san am idir 3-4 nóiméad i ngach
babhta.
Ar an drochuair, bhí na scoileanna as Ceatharlach go hiontach ar an óiche sin
agus rachaidís go dtí an chéad babhta eile agus go n-éirí leo.
Bhí easpa taithí againn le haghaidh ag díospóireacht ach mar a deir na
seanfhocail, I ndiaidh a chéile a thógtar caisleáin agus gan dabht Beidh lá eile
ag an bpaorach.
Gaibhim buíochas mór le Aoife Ryan, Emma Jones, Amy Clancy, Olivia
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Malone, Cría Barry agus Blaithín He-Adley chun obair liom agus go n-éirí libh
go léir leis an Ardteist gan dabht.
An t-Uasal de Brún

1st Year History Projects

Presentation Day

Ancient Roman Come Dine With Me

Tuesday November 21st saw our school
community and the global Presentation
Community mark Presentation Day.
The school gathered as always to celebrate
the occasion with a mass at Rowe Street
church. Well done to all in the religion
and music departments for their work in
organising the day.

College Awareness
Week
A massive thank you to everyone who
got involved in College Awareness
Week and well done to Ms Kavanagh
and Mr Nugent for organising. Included in the snaps are the winners of the
competition from 1st and 2nd Year Rachel Gregg & Esther Avtina.

King Lear
November saw our 6th year English students attend a Gaiety Theatre Crew production of King
Lear at Smock Alley Theatre.

6th Year Retreat at Ballyvaloo

All Smiles at our 6th year Religion Retreat! A fantastic group of 6th Years. ‘ Thank you’ to Ballyvaloo and
‘Our Mustard Seed’.

Congratulations to al those who completed
their Couch to 5K in Currancloe.

Art students had a visit from a very special guest this month!
Ag Science students on a recent visit to
Slaney Farms

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Presentation Secondary School
Grogan’s Road,
Wexford,
Co. Wexford,
Ireland
053 912 4133
generaloffice@preswex.ie
www.preswex.ie
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THE INAUGURAL PRES GOT TALENT SHOW AT
PRES TRALEE A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!
Tuesday 9th January 2018
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Coordinated by the Student Representative Council and Ms. Bríd Prendeville, SRC coordinator.
There was huge excitement at Presentation Secondary School, Tralee on Monday 18th of December as the
first ever “Pres Got Talent” celebrated the huge range of musical talents from all years in the school. Two
shows were held; Junior cycle students were entertained in the morning and Senior Students in the
afternoon. The two Head girls compered the event and introduced the judges Mrs. Kirby, staff representative,
Mr. David Rath, local Garda and Ms. Fiona O’Neill of the O’Neill singers from Causeway. Twenty four acts
took part in total representing many different talents. All the performers went on stage at the end to present a
medley of Christmas classics, a great finale enjoyed with enthusiastic audience participation.

There was a surprise “Wild Card Act” when a number of staff members performed a dance routine to “Jingle
Bell Rock”.

The Parents Council sponsored the 1st prize of €250 for the event. This was won by “Soul Sistas” made up of
6th year students who gave an amazing performance of the Sister Act classic “I will Follow Him”, dressed in
nuns’ habits with twinkling lights and clever choreography.
2nd place went to sisters Andreea (6th year) and Antonia Gergely ( 2nd year),
3rd place: Anna Sheehy, 6th year,
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St Josephs College Lucan TY Book Launch
Monday 15th January 2018
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We are a group of three 5th Year students from St Josephs College in Lucan, County Dublin, Ireland. As part
of our Transition Year programme last year we took part in the Student Enterprise Awards, which takes place
nationally every year. For this activity, our job is to set up a business from scratch and take part in a
competition.
For our Student Enterprise Award, the business we set up is called 'No Limits'. What we have done is to write
fairy tales for children in which the protagonist has a disability or special need. We feel very strongly about
the idea of equality in this area and that children with disabilities or special needs are under-represented in
children's literature. Our aim is to improve this issue in our society.
We have written two books, 'Wonder Wheels' and 'Anna's Amazing Aura'. 'Wonder Wheels' is about a
superhero called Sam who is in a wheelchair and 'Anna's Amazing Aura' is about a mermaid called Anna that
has epilepsy. We have also written a third book entitled 'A Royal Rescue' which features a prince and
princess, twins with Down Syndrome. This book will be available in January as we are just waiting on final
images from our illustrator. Our books are €7 each and we will also be giving 10% of the price of each of
those books to the Down Syndrome Ireland Centre when it's complete, as we are giving 10% of 'Wonder
Wheels' to the Irish Wheelchair Association and 10% of 'Anna's Amazing Aura' to Epilepsy Ireland.
We won our Regional Final of the Student Enterprise Awards represented South Dublin in the National Final
in Croke Park in May, which unfortunately we didn't win any awards in. We also took part in the final 10 of the
Griffith College National Enterprise Final last March. We also entered our project into the Young Social
Innovators Programme this year and were lucky enough to win our category, Make Our World Fair and Just
Challage Award, one of only 11 awards in YSI. We were then eligible to compete for the Bronze, Silver or
Gold YSI Award by performing a public Speak Out in May in the Convention Centre. We were fortunate
enough to come second in this programme and took home the Silver Award. We were also selected by YSI to
be part of the five groups in Ireland for their new Elevate Programme this year in which they are helping us
develop our project even further!
We launched our third book, ‘A Royal Rescue’ which is about a prince and princess, twins with Down
Syndrome, on Saturday the 20th of January 2018 in our school, St Jospeh’s College in Lucan. The book was
launchned by the Minister of State for Disability, Finian McGrath and was sold out on the day.

For more information regarding the book launch please follow the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/nolimits164/
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St. Mary's Ballina New School Building
Wednesday 10th January 2018
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Work is expected to commence as soon as next autumn on a state-of-the-art new building for St Mary’s
Secondary School in Ballina. Planning permission was recently granted for the long-proposed development
and it is hoped that the project will go to tender imminently to facilitate the commencement of construction on
what will be an estimated 18-month build in the final quarter of 2018. The progression of the new 650 pupil
school building is a real coup for Ballina which, on completion of the project, will probably boast the first
example of a new model of school in Ireland. Designed by the BDP Architecture and Engineering Team to
meet the demands of new modes of learning, St Mary’s new building will comply with the updated, reconfigured and improved Department of Education and Science guidelines and requirements with regard to
classroom layout and accommodation.
The result will be enhanced flexibility and innovation in the use of space, facilitating better teaching through
improved proximity, communication and sightlines between student and teacher with optimum daylight and
ventilation. School principal Mr Robert O’Reilly remarked: “This simple and innovative school design will
create an energetic and welcoming environment that facilitates the demands of new modes of learning
together with intellectual, creative, physical and social interaction as well as collaboration and active
learning.” It is 30 years since any new facilities other than prefabricated classrooms have been developed at
St Mary’s Secondary School. Although the new school was actually sanctioned in 2006 it took many years of
negotiations to secure the appropriate lands and access to them. Mr. O’Reilly said the school and its board of
management will forever be indebted to their predecessors and to the Sisters of Mercy, the Diocese of Killala
and local landowners for their co-operation in this respect. The sensitively designed new development will be
constructed on a 5.6 ha greenfield site at Convent Hill immediately north of the existing school building and
convent. The new school will boast a sheltered courtyard design, boasting spectacular views of the Ox
Mountains.
Its 25 general classrooms will be organised over two levels in an L-shaped block with shared spaces of
general purpose and multi-use halls and sports facilities on the ground level, wrapping around the courtyard
on three sides.
Additional specialist facilities will include a music room, a multimedia room, textiles room, design and
communications graphics/tech graphics rooms, four science labs with two preparation areas, two art and craft
rooms, two home economics rooms, a construction studies/engineering/technology room, a technology
preparation room and a library. Space for recreational and sports will be provided for within the school site to
help to support an effective learning and development environment - something which the current school is
lacking in.
Together with the aforementioned central courtyard at the heart of the school further recreational amenities
on the new campus will include four hard play courts and a football pitch. The landscape proposal for the site
also accommodates an external performance space and nature walk towards the east of the site. It is also
proposed to utilise the grounds as an educational resource where students can participate in ecology based
activities that can feed into the curriculum.
“We have sought to extend learning beyond the classroom and into the landscape through our landscaping
design strategy,” Mr O’Reilly explained. The educational dimension to the landscape design works in parallel
with the functional and amenity dimensions to deliver a positive contribution as part of a holistic approach to
the overall design of the school. In addition, the incorporation of photovoltaic panels along the covered
walkway will power the new school meaning it will comply with the Nearly Zero Energy Building standards.
Overall the imminent development will place St Mary’s SS in excellent stead to continue a tradition of
excellence in the holistic education of its young students that was first established 166 years ago when the
Sisters of Mercy first came to Ballina. Today that tradition continues to be reflected in the wonderful and
varied achievements of graduates from St. Mary’s including those of the Leaving Certificate class of
2016/2017 which placed St Mary’s as the joint top feeder school to third level institutions in Co Mayo.

Pictorial aerial view of the new school from the East side

Pictorial aerial view of the new school from the West side
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St. Mary’s Macroom. Co Cork - January News 2018
Monday 29th January 2018

Sport
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Silver for St. Mary’s in Murray Cup
Any

Any

On Thursday 18th of January, two teams consisting of fifth year girls from St. Mary’s Secondary School is
Macroom, travelled to UCC to compete in the annual Murray Cup. This is an ultimate Frisbee tournament that
welcomes teams from all over Ireland.
This year our teams played against teams from Skibbereen Community School, St. Angela’s College,
Coláiste Choilm , John Scottus and Muckross College. After a busy and exciting day of frisbee, our teams
placed 5th and 2nd out of the 10 teams that were taking part.

Events
CEIST Annual Conference

The girls that played in the final were beaten by a very tough and successful Muckross College from Dublin.
Muckross were the reigning Murray Cup champions and they boasted an Irish team member as well as two
Dublin county players. Our girls were thrilled to get so far in the tournament and the organisers commended
them on their fair play (an integral element of the game) and their ability.

E-News

Basketball at St. Mary’s

Monthly School Feature

Congratulations are also extended to the U16 Basketball team who won all 3 of their games in the All-Ireland
playoff series in Tramore last Saturday. They have now qualified for the All-Ireland Semi-final on 31st January
against Jesus & Mary Secondary School, Enniscrone Co Sligo. St. Mary's Abú! !

Football at St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s Senior Football team had a great win over St. Anne’s Tipperary Town recently. As a result of this
win St Mary’s now have qualified for a Munster Semi Final which will be played in the coming weeks against
Ennis. Unfortunately our Junior football team was were knocked out at the Munster quarter final stage by a
very strong Mercy Mounthawk Tralee team in appalling weather conditions in Cill na Martra. The girls put in a
very brave performance but succumbed to a more seasoned outfit. Scoil Mhuire Abú!

Young Scientists
Congratulations to the 18 students from 2nd and 4th year that represented the school so well at this years BT
Young Scientist competition recently. Three of our projects received highly commended recognition from the
judges. Great thanks are due to their teachers for all the effort that was involved in preparing and guiding the
students over the past few months.

I WISH Programme
Transition Year students will be attending the I WISH Conference in City Hall, Cork on January 25th. I WISH
is an initiative to inspire, encourage and motivate young female students to pursue careers in STEM.
I WISH (Inspiring Women in Stem) features a conference and interactive exhibitions. The conference also
feature workshops, daily keynotes and engaging talks by women (including past pupils of the school)and men
who have seen the opportunities for a great career in STEM.

Religion Department
Students from St.Mary’s contributed letters and poems to the annual Diocesan Magazine ‘Searching’.
Leaving Cert students, Kate Brady and Rachel McCarthy had articles printed as did many other second and
fifth year students. This writing endeavor allows students to present their opinions on church life in a formal
way. St. Mary’s school contributed the most articles in the diocese with Carolyn O’Donovan, fifth year,
receiving a prize from Fr. Gerard Condon, the Diocesan Advisor. Well done to all who contributed.

St Vincent de Paul
Our annual St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive took place on Wednesday, November 29th where we as a school
community turned our attention to helping people in need in our locality. The Religion department would like
to thank our 5th year students for organising this year’s event, it was hugely successful. A big thank you to all
the staff, students and their families for donating food items to this worthy cause. Your support as always is
greatly appreciated.

Ciorcal Cainte
Cuirtear an béim ar labhairt na Gaeilge anseo sa scoil mar tuigimid is tré labhairt na Gaeilge a fhorbraítear an
teanga. Is ar an gcúis seo go neagraítear Ciorcal Cainte. Freastalaíonn lucht na séú bliana ag am lóin uair sa
tseachtain. Bíonn tae, caifé, brioscaí, caint agus craic ar fáil ann. De réir a chéile tagann feabhas ar chumas
na gcailíní. Baineann na cailíní an taitneamh agus tairbhe as an sos seo a ghlacadh i lár an lae. Cuireann an
gCiorcal Cainte seo le marcanna na hArdteiste. Daltaí blain a sé le Norma uí Chathmhaoil.
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St. Mary's Secondary School Newport receives
visit and tweet from Leo
Friday 12th January 2018
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Taoiseach Leo Varadkar was present at the BT Young Scientists exhibition this week. During his visit he
stopped by the St. Mary’s Newport stand and chatted with the girls regarding their project investigates the
impact of different materials used in a beehive on bee health. After the visit Leo was so impressed by the girls
that he personally tweeted a picture of himself with them saying they were the most colourful stand.
Pictures below:
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Christmas at St. Mary's Mallow
Friday 5th January 2018

Christmas Fair
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Sweet Surrender doing a fantastic job selling their products at the St. Mary's Mallow Christmas Fair. The girls
attracted a huge crowd!

Speakeasy Toastmasters Schools Public Speaking Contest

Huge Congratulations to Queensley Erhaber, St Mary's Secondary School Mallow who came third in the
Speakeasy Toastmasters Schools Public Speaking Contest.

Christmas Themed Competition

Well done to the winners of Christmas Themed Competition Photography Club and thanks to Sinead, Emilia
and Allie for the fab cakes!

St. Mary's Mallow TY Cook Off

TYs did themselves proud today showing a variety of skills to guest judge Kate Lawlor during their class
cook-off. The winners of St. Mary's Mallow TY Cook Off were Doireanns choc orange dessert & Emma &
Laoise with their Salmon Tagliatelle (made the pasta!)

Gael Linn

St. Mary's Mallow chailíní Gael Linn foireann díospóireachta.
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Cnoc Mhuire Granard 'Ring Christmas Bells'
Thursday 21st December 2017
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'Ring Christmas Bells'
Over 120 students from Cnoc Mhuire Secondary School entertained a capacity crowd in St. Mary's Church,
Granard on Tuesday 19th December. The beautiful venue was transformed into a fitting concert venue with
professional stage, sound and lighting. The students performed a selection of pieces and performances
ranging from a traditional medley, a Christmas Rap and a Les Miserables Medley. The school was delighted
to welcome back Ms Eileen Coyle, past-pupil and professional musician who performed a variety of numbers
from her broad repertoire. Well done to the team of staff and students involved.
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