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29 March 2018

Eastertide

We would like to wish all in our schools a very happy and joyful
upcoming Easter season.

“I am the good shepherd: the
good shepherd is one who lays
down his life for his sheep...

 I know my own and my own know
me, just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for my sheep. And
there are other sheep I have that
are not of this fold, and these I
have to lead as well. They too will
listen to my voice and there will
be only one flock and one
shepherd. (John 10: 11; 15-16)

The CEIST Faith Development
Team has put together some
resources to help you celebrate
Eastertide.

These resources aim to help teacher and student alike to journey
further into Eastertide together and draw from its catechetical richness
through prayer, meditation and story.

We hope you enjoy them.

Student Leadership Conference 2018

The fourth annual CEIST Student Leadership Conference took
place on Tuesday, 13th March 2018. We were delighted that
students from 80 of our 107 schools were represented at the
event which took place again in the DCU Institute of
Education, Drumcondra, formerly known as St. Patrick’s
College. The day began at 10am when students were
welcomed by Dr Marie Griffin of CEIST and Professor Daire
Keogh of DCU. 

Students were then addressed by the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr
Diarmuid Martin, who kindly called in to talk to the students
and bless them. There was also a talk from David Kennedy of
the World Meeting of Families. 

Student leaders from some of the schools then made their
own presentations to demonstrate how they had shown
leadership in their own schools. There was also a talk
from Rev. Philip Mulryne of Newbridge College. Rev. Philip is a
former professional soccer player who played for Manchester
United, captained Norwich City Football Club and also had 27
appearances for Northern Ireland in his professional career.
He was ordained as a priest for the Dominican Order in July
2017 and he spoke to the students of his journey from football
to the priesthood.

  
The St Joseph's Mercy Secondary School Navan Schola Choir
led by Ephrem Feeley performed “A Joy for all the Earth” and
the day ended with a blessing from Dr. Gareth Byrne,
Associate Professor of Religious Education, and Director of
the Mater Dei Centre for Catholic Education at the DCU St.
Patrick's Campus.

The day was a great success and highly enjoyable. CEIST
would like to thank all the schools who nominated students to
attend the Conference as well as the students who attended
and presented on the day.

 We look forward to another successful conference in 2019.

CEIST Schools Bake Off 2018

There was a great attendance on Friday 9th March, 2018 for
the final of the CEIST Bake Off which took place in Ardscoil na
Tríonóide, Athy, Co. Kildare. This was the 4th year running of
the event and with the volume of interest and large number of
entries it was decided to run a Junior and Senior Competition
again for 2018. 

Following a busy morning of baking the following students
emerged victorius:

Junior Category Result

1st Prize:     Tara Maher, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co.
Laois (Teacher - Áine Hickey)

 2nd Prize:    Fay O’ Donovan, Coláiste na Toirbhirte, Bandon,
Co. Cork (Teacher - Edel O'Sullivan)

 3rd Prize:     Ciara Mulligan, Coláiste Muire, Ennis, Co. Clare
(Teacher - Maura McGrath)

  
 

 
Pictured above is the winner of the Junior Category 

 Tara Maher - 2nd Year, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
with Catherine Leyden of Odlums.

Senior Category Result

1st Prize:      Niamh Doyle, Scoil Mhuire, Carrick-an-Suir, Co.
Tipperary (Teacher - Treasa Byrne)

 2nd Prize:     Abbie Deveraux, Presentation Secondary
School, Wexford (Teacher - Jacqueline Hartnett)

 3rd Prize:     Orlaith O’ Brien, Presentation Secondary School,
Tralee, Co. Kerry (Teacher - Bernie O'Connor) 

 

 
Pictured above is the winner of the Senior Category 

 Tara Maher - 5th Year, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
with Catherine Leyden of Odlums.

Speaking at the presentation of prizes Catherine Leyden of
Odlums spoke of the high quality of entries and the impressive
skills of all students who baked on the day.

CEIST would like to acknowledge the contributions of all
involved in orgainsing the 2018 Bake Off as well as the
teachers and students who entered the competition and
Odlums who generously sponsor the competition.

 

Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe News

All 1st Years participated in a social media free day on
Thursday 8th March in Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe to raise
funds for Trocaire helping Transition Years with their Poverty
Action Project for the World Wise Global Schools Programme.
A total of €410 was raised on the day. Also three students
accompanied by their teacher Ms McNulty attended the CEIST
Student Leadership Conference.

Calasanctius College All Ireland
Basketball Champions

Great news for Calasanctius College, Oranmore, Co. Galway
as both the Under 14s and Under 15A teams were crowned
this years All Ireland Basketball Champions!! 

Caritas College, Ballyfermot News

There has been a lot happening in Caritas College,
Ballyfermot over the past month. Our wonderful choir and
soloists performed at the Emmanuel Concert in the DCU Helix
theatre. On International Women’s Day a group of our 5th yrs
visited Alliance Francaise for cultural workshops. We were
delighted in Caritas to welcome 6th class girls from St. Ultan's,
St. Louise's, St. Bridget's and The Assumption GNS to our
recent transfer program for incoming first years. The school
celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge and we also have a
campaign to recycle clothing from our community.

Coláiste Bríde Enniscorthy win South
East Radio Overall Outstanding
Junior Achievement Award 2017

The Coláiste Bríde Student Council produced a positive
mental health awareness booklet, “I am Worth it”, which was
distributed to every post primary student in Co. Wexford. They
also had a website created which mirrors the information in the
booklet, www.iamworthit.ie. The Student Council organised an
annual positive mental health week in school with activities for
all students and teachers. As a result of their efforts the
Student Council was nominated for Wexford’s Outstanding
Junior Achievement Award 2017 live on South East Radio
while being interviewed about their ongoing work in relation to
teenage mental health and wellbeing in Wexford.

 

Coláiste Muire Ballymote News

In recent weeks, students of Coláiste Muire have reached All-
Ireland finals in Table Tennis, Wheelchair Basketball and
Enterprise! Congratulations to all involved! In addition,
students of Coláíste Muire along with the community of
Ballymote were awarded the Cathaoirleach’s Award for their
work in raising over €14,000 for Pieta House by hosting the
first Darkness into Light event in Ballymote in May 2017.

Coláiste Muire Ennis News

Coláiste Muire Ennis took part recently in the Céilí Band
competition in Féile na hInse and won first prize. Well done to
the Coláiste Muire Ennis 'Generation €uro Students' Award'
team who progressed to the National Final which was held on
9 March in the Central Bank of Ireland in Dublin.
Congratulations and well done to Ciara Mulligan, second year
Coláiste Muire Ennis who came third in this year’s All-Ireland
CEIST Bake-off sponsored by Odlums. Congratulations to 15
students from Coláiste Muire Ennis who received an award for
their excellent results in Business Studies in Junior Certificate
2017. In other news Colaiste Muire, Ennis was involved in
ATS20/20 European policy experimental research project.
Students attended the launch of a report marking the
culmination of PDST’s two year “Formative Assessment Using
ePortfolios” initiative, at Croke Park Conference Centre. A
group of 30 Coláiste Muire Ennis Transition students recently
visited Zimmer Biomet in Shannon.

Coláiste na Toirbhirte Bandon News

Transition Year students from Coláiste na Toirbhirte, Bandon
enjoying their Gaisce Walk in the Black Valley on March 8th
and 9th Margaret Cronin. Also big congratulations to Fay
O'Donovan who received second prize in the Junior CEIST
Bakeoff.

Eureka Secondary School Kells
Newsletter

Eureka Secondary School Kells Newsletter is now available.
Click the link below to view.

Mary Immaculate Secondary School
Lisdoonvarna News

Lots happening at Mary Immaculate Secondary School
Lisdoonvarna. Students attended the CEIST Student
Leadership Conference. A team from Mary immaculate
Secondary School in Lisdoonvarna took part in the Certified
Irish Angus Beef Exhibition. 14 students from Mary
Immaculate participated in this John Paul II Awards. The
school held its annual school sleep over in aid of Focus
Ireland. Ten projects were accepted for the 2018 BT Young
Scientist & Technology exhibition and Mary Immaculate have
entered two projects in to this year’s ECO-UNESCO Young
Environmentalists competition. There was success in the
North Clare Mental Health essay writing competition and the
school celebrated Catholic Schools week. In sport the TYs
participated in the Western Regional Final of the All Ireland TY
Wheelchair Basketball Championships and the junior girls
volley ball team travelled to Mountrath Co. Laois for the shield
playoffs.

Mercy College Sligo News

The students of Mercy
College Students
represented the
Netherlands at the
European Parliament
Model Council at
Dublin Castle and had
a chance to meet the
Dutch Ambassador.
Also over 100 Mercy
College Sligo students
took part in the
Trócaire Lenten
Campaign ‘Sign Up,
Sign Out’ challenge to
raise much needed
funds for Trocaire and
to support the amazing
work they do all over
the world. And Mercy
College Sligo won the
Regional Quiz
competition for Sligo Leitrim Roscommon.

 

Our Lady of Mercy College
Beaumont talk to RTE about
International Women's Day

Jackie Fox from RTE visited Our Lady of Mercy College
Beaumont to ask the girls their take on International Womens
Day. Interviews were broadcast on both the radio show
Morning Ireland and RTE television news. 

 

Our Lady s Secondary School
Belmullet Proudly Presents School
of Rock

The Transition Year students of Our Lady’s Secondary School
Belmullet are proud to announce dates for their much
anticipated upcoming show, ‘School of Rock. Also Patrick
McDowall and Patrick Leneghan, Our Lady's Secondary
School have been presented with certificates of achievement
by Ms Moran for their fund raising efforts with Irish Wheelchair
Association.

  
  

Our Lady's Castleblayney News

All the latest news from Our Ladies Castleblayney including
the history trip to Berlin. Business students from Our Lady’s
recently went on a whistle-stop tour of County Monaghan
enterprises, with visits to Combilift, Local Enterprise Office
Monaghan and Mullan Lighting Emyvale. Also big
congratulations to the mini-company ‘Engine Crafts’ from Our
Lady’s Castleblayney who captured 1st place for their
innovative company at the Student Enterprise Awards
organised by Local Enterprise Office, Monaghan.

Our Lady's Templemore Easter
Newsletter

Presentation Castleisland claim
overall prize as Most Enterprising
School in Kerry

 

On Friday 16th March, Presentation Castleisland sent three
groups into the Student Enterprise County Final in IT Tralee.
On the day, Presentation Castleisland was the most
successful school as they scooped all the awards in the Junior
Category: 1st Place – Complete Camán, 2nd Place - Blockout
and won the overall prize as the ‘Most Enterprising School in
Kerry 2018’. The Complete Camán group also received a €50
voucher for the ‘Best Use of Irish’ on the day. The Complete
Camán group now go onto represent Kerry at the National
Student Enterprise Final in Croke Park.

Presentation College Carlow News

Fifth and Sixth Year Agricultural Science students, along with
teachers Ms Bradley and Ms Coburn, attended the annual Agri
Aware Farm Walk and Talk in Kildalton Agricultural College on
Thursday, 8th March. Transition Year students, Meghan
Jennings and Rachel Kelso, who helped co-ordinate Fairtrade
Fortnight in the school. They offered free samples of Fairtrade
products to all students in the school, along with running a
colouring/poster competition with the junior R.E. classes.

 

Presentation Secondary School
Clonmel News

This term has been very busy for Presentation Secondary
School Clonmel. There were euphoric celebrations in U.C.D
on Thursday 17th January 2018 when the Presentation
Secondary School Clonmel were crowned V.A.I. All Ireland
Schools, First Year Spikeball Champions. The u.16 basketball
team competed in the All-Ireland Schools Basketball Playoffs.
Presentation Secondary School won County Championships
in Gymnastics. Our school has been selected by the
Department of Education to introduce the new Leaving
Certificate Computer Science next September. Four outfits
from Pres Clonmel reached the All Ireland Junk Kouture Final
2018. The school celebrated Positivity Week and at the end of
term an Easter prayer service was organised by students.

Presentation Secondary School
Wexford Newsletter

 

Presentation Thurles Diary

Presentation Thurles was crowned All Ireland soccer
Champions. The Presentation Thurles Senior Athletics team
took bronze in the Munster Cross Country Championships.
Transition Year students travelled to the Helix in Dublin to take
part in this year’s Junk Kouture Regional Final. Transition Year
student Eimear Campion was eligible for a scholarship
awarded by the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany
due to her fantastic Junior Cert results. Presentation Thurles
qualified for the 2018 All Ireland Senior football final after a
pulsating victory in Mullingar. This month fifteen of our first and
second years competed in a gymnastics competition held in
Loreto Secondary School Clonmel. There has been a school
tour to Rome and a number of students travelled to the CEIST
Student Leadership Conference.

Presentation Waterford News

Congratulations to Tara
Ramasawmy who has
qualified for the SIAB
Schools' International
Cross Country in
Nottingham. Last
month we hosted
students and teachers
from Lycee Jules
Rieffel, St Herblain.
While visiting they
attended a very
successful musical
‘The Addams Family’
performed by our TY
students. The Active
Historian Competition
also ran this month.

St. Brigid's Killarney News

Three Senior Student
Council members
attended the CEIST
Student Leadership
Conference. The staff
and students of
St.Brigid's wish to
congratulate the Junior
B football team who
are through to the All -
Ireland Final. Students
also reached the semi-
finals of Young
Environmentalist
Awards 2018 for
project about the
relationship between
air pollution and lichen.
St Brigid’s Presentation
Secondary School held
their annual Daffodil
Day fundraiser on
Friday in aid of the Irish Cancer Society

St. Columba's College, Stranorlar
News

March has been a very
successful month at St.
Columba's College. In
sport our u15 boys’
soccer team won the
Ulster final. Our u16
hurling team have won
through to the Ulster
final and the 1st year
boys’ soccer team
have won through to
the Ulster semi-final.
Tristian Whitney (5th
year) raised €600 in
school, shaving his hair
off as part of the Today
FM ‘shave or dye’
fundraiser for the Irish
Cancer Society. Two of
our students
represented St.
Columba's College at
the Chemistry Olympiad in DCU. The debating team travelled
to Dublin to participate in the European Council Model Debate
Competition. Our Transition Year mini company which took
part in the county final of the Student Enterprise Competition
in Letterkenny and three of our 5th year students attended the
annual CEIST Student Leadership Conference.

  

St. Mary s Secondary School
Macroom News

A lot has happened in St. Mary’s Macroom this month
including German and French Exchanges. As part of our
ongoing commitment to the holistic development of our
students, the school organised a “Wellbeing Week” from the
12th to 16th of March. Presentations from outside speakers
were made on: Coping with Anxiety, Internet Safety, Lifestyle
Choices, Anti-Bullying and the Q.P.R. ( Question, Persuade ,
Report when someone is suicidal) Training as well as
workshops on yoga, knitting, felting, circuit training, candle
making and reading. A 5k park run was also held and the
school celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge.

St. Mary's Secondary School Nenagh
Easter Comogie Camp

St. Mary's Secondary School Nenagh to host Easter Comogie
Camp from Thursday 5th to Friday 6th April. Also click link
below to view photos from the official opening of the new
music room and new classroom for St. Mary's Nenagh.

 
 

 

World Meeting of
Families Cluster Meeting

 We have now organised a
number of meetings around
the country to discuss in
detail the logistics of CEIST
Students volunteering on
Saturday and Sunday the
25th & 26th August for the
World Meeting of Families.
We are especially delighted
that Pope Francis has
confirmed his attendance
for the Saturday and
Sunday events. We would
ask that schools send a
staff member to the
meeting who would be
involved in supporting this
event. Meetings to be held
between the 10th April and
13th April. Click here for
more details. 

 

EDUCENA Fire Safety
Questionaire

 All schools must complete
& return all sections of the
EDUCENA Fire Safety
Questionnaire. Click here for
more details.

 

BOM School Finance
Sub-Committee Form

 Board of Management
School Finance Sub-
Committee Form to be
completed by principals for
each BOM term. Click here
to access form. 

 

RE Resources
 Check out our latest RE

Resources uploaded to the
website that were kindly
shared with CEIST. 

 

World Meeting of
Families 2018

 The 9th World Meeting of
Families will take place in
Ireland from 21-26 August
2018. This year’s theme is
'The Gospel of the Family:
Joy for the World'. Follow
on Twitter @WMOF2018

 Also click here to view A
JOY FOR ALL THE EARTH
Official Hymn for World
Meeting of Families 2018
Composed by Ephrem
Feeley.

 

Profile Your School On
Our E-News!

 As usual we encourage our
schools to profile their good
news or upcoming events
on our e-news.

 We are especially
interested in hearing from
schools who have not
featured much up to now.

 All news big or small is
welcome, please send to
info@ceist.ie 

CEIST e-News is the online Newsletter of CEIST. To unsubscribe, click here.
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Student Leadership Conference 2018
Wednesday 28th March 2018

The fourth annual CEIST Student Leadership Conference took place on Tuesday, 13th March 2018. We were
delighted that students from 80 of our 107 schools were represented at the event which took place again in
the DCU Institute of Education, Drumcondra, formerly known as St. Patrick’s College.

The day began at 10am when students were welcomed by Dr Marie Griffin of CEIST and Professor Daire
Keogh of DCU. Shona Kavanagh of Presentation Wexford then lit the CEIST candle to symbolise the light of
Christ guiding all CEIST students and uniting us all in one school faith community.

Students were then addressed by the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr Diarmuid Martin, who kindly called in to talk to
the students and bless them. There was also a talk from David Kennedy of the World Meeting of Families.
David informed all students that Dublin has been chosen by Pope Francis to host the next World Meeting of
Families in August 2018, and that Pope Francis will also be in attendance. David encouraged all students to
volunteer at the event and provided details of how to do so. 

  

Students were then divided into smaller groups. Each group was assigned to a different classroom where
volunteer teachers presented a workshop on the World Meeting of Families including videos on Pope Francis
and information leaflets for the event ahead. Student leaders from some of the schools then made their own
presentations to demonstrate how they had shown leadership in their own schools.

After lunch everyone moved to the chapel in St. Patrick’s College. Here the students heard from Rev. Philip
Mulryne of Newbridge College. Rev. Philip is a former professional soccer player who played for Manchester
United, captained Norwich City Football Club and also had 27 appearances for Northern Ireland in his
professional career. He was ordained as a priest for the Dominican Order in July 2017 and he spoke to the
students of his journey from football to the priesthood.

  
Following Rev. Philip Mulryne’s talk the St Joseph's Mercy Secondary School Navan Schola Choir led by
Ephrem Feeley performed “A Joy for all the Earth”. This is the official hymn for the World Meeting of Families
2018 and was written by Ephrem himself. Sheet music was provided and all attendees joined in the refrain.

  
The day ended with a blessing from Dr. Gareth Byrne, Associate Professor of Religious Education, and
Director of the Mater Dei Centre for Catholic Education at the DCU St. Patrick's Campus. After the blessing
the students at the front of the church were asked to hold the CEIST flag and a picture was taken of everyone
in attendance. Students were then free to leave but a number of them stayed around to get pictures with the
CEIST flag also.

  
The day was a great success and highly enjoyable. CEIST would like to thank all the schools who nominated
students to attend the Conference as well as the students who attended and presented on the day.

 We look forward to another successful conference in 2019.

Please click image below to view full pictures of the day. 

Links of interest
 World Meeting of Families 

 https://www.worldmeeting2018.ie

DCU Mater Dei Centre for Catholic Education news of Student Leadership Conference 
 https://www.dcu.ie/materdei-centre-for-catholic-education/news/2018/Mar/CEIST-Leadership-Conference-

2018.shtml
  

Kilkenny Today news article written by St Brigid’s Presentation Secondary School Student Council member
Áine O’Connor

 https://www.killarneytoday.com/archbishop-ex-man-united-player-impress-killarney-students/

Ordination to the Priesthood of Fr. Philip Mulryne OP 
 http://dominicans.ie/ordination-to-the-priesthood-of-fr-philip-mulryne-op/

Ephrem Feeley “A Joy for all the Earth” official hymn for World Meeting of Families 2018
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiOPx-w-jw0

CEIST Twitter #CSLConf18
 #CSLConf18

 

© CEIST | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Sitemap | Links | Feedback | FAQ | Login



Recent News

--- Select ---

Any Any

Events

CEIST Annual Conference

E-News

Monthly School Feature

CEIST Schools Bake Off 2018
Thursday 22nd March 2018

 

There was a great attendance on Friday 9th March, 2018 for the final of the CEIST Bake Off which took place
in Ardscoil na Tríonóide, Athy, Co. Kildare. 

This was the 4th year running of the event and with the volume of interest and large amount of entries it was
decided to run a Junior and Senior Competition again for 2018. 

From the initial entries seven finalists were selected for each category by Catherine Leyden of Odlums. The
finalists were as follows:

Junior Category
Sadhbh Ryan, Ardscoil Mhuire, Corbally, Limerick 
Tara Maher, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co. Laois 
Ciara Mulligan, Coláiste Muire, Ennis, Co. Clare 
Gina McGuirk, Rockford Manor, Blackrock, Co. Dublin 
Hannah Murray, St. Vincent’s Secondary School, Dundalk, Co. Louth  
Fay O’ Donovan, Coláiste na Toirbhirte, Bandon, Co. Cork
Rachel O’ Grady, Scoil Muire gan Smál, Co. Roscommon 

Senior Category
Maja Gliszcynska, Ardscoil na Tríonoide, Athy, Co. Kildare 
Abbie Deveraux, Presentation Secondary School, Wexford
Melody Mc Guirk, Rockford Manor, Blackrock, Co. Dublin 
Orlaith O’ Brien, Presentation Secondary School, Tralee, Co. Kerry 
Rachel Ryan, St. Anne’s Secondary School, Tipperary Town, Co. Tipperary
Niamh Doyle, Scoil Mhuire, Carrick-an-Suir, Co. Tipperary 
Ava Hovenden, Presentation College, Athenry, Co. Galway 

Following a busy morning of baking the following students emerged victorius:

Junior Category Result

1st Prize:     Tara Maher, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co. Laois (Teacher - Áine Hickey)
 2nd Prize:    Fay O’ Donovan, Coláiste na Toirbhirte, Bandon, Co. Cork (Teacher - Edel O'Sullivan)

 3rd Prize:     Ciara Mulligan, Coláiste Muire, Ennis, Co. Clare (Teacher - Maura McGrath)
  

 

Pictured above is the winner of the Junior Category 
 Tara Maher - 2nd Year, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co. Laois with Catherine Leyden of Odlums.

Senior Category Result

1st Prize:      Niamh Doyle, Scoil Mhuire, Carrick-an-Suir, Co. Tipperary (Teacher - Treasa Byrne)
 2nd Prize:     Abbie Deveraux, Presentation Secondary School, Wexford (Teacher - Jacqueline Hartnett)

 3rd Prize:     Orlaith O’ Brien, Presentation Secondary School, Tralee, Co. Kerry (Teacher - Bernie O'Connor) 

 

Pictured above is the winner of the Senior Category 
 Tara Maher - 5th Year, Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise, Co. Laois with Catherine Leyden of Odlums.

Speaking at the presentation of prizes Catherine Leyden of Odlums spoke of the high quality of entries and
the impressive skills of all students who baked on the day.

CEIST were represented at the prize giving by Gerry Watchorn. Gerry complimented the organisers of the
competition Margaret Cambie McEvoy and Jacqueline Cooper of Ardscoil na Tríonóide, Athy. He also
acknowledged the commitment of the teachers and parents who accompanied the students to this years
competition.

CEIST would like to acknowledge the contributions of all involved in orgainsing the 2018 Bake Off as well as
the teachers and students who entered the competition and Odlums who generously sponsor the
competition.

Please visit the CEIST Bake Off Twitter page for full pictures of the day and events running up to the final. 

https://twitter.com/ceistbakeoff
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Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe News
Thursday 15th March 2018

Trocaire Fundraiser

All 1st Years participated in a social media free day on Thursday 8th March in Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe to
raise funds for Trocaire helping Transition Years with their Poverty Action Project for the World Wise Global
Schools Programme. A total of €410 was raised on the day. Well done to all!

CEIST Student Leadership Conference

 

The Ceist Conference in Dublin on Tuesday 13 th March was attended by Clodagh Duffy, Angel Cunningham
and Kate Doyle representatives of our Student Council and our Ceist school. They went with their teacher Ms
McNulty to the event held in UCD.
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Calasanctius College All Ireland Basketball
Champions
Thursday 15th March 2018

Great news for Calasanctius College, Oranmore, Co. Galway as both the Under 14's and Under 15A teams
were crowned this years All Ireland Basketball Champions!! 
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Caritas College, Ballyfermot News
Tuesday 20th March 2018

Emmanuel Concert

There was huge excitement on the coach from Caritas to the Helix theatre in DCU 26th February 2018.

Our wonderful choir and soloists performed there at the Emmanuel Concert.
 A first for Caritas College!

Transfer Program
We were delighted in Caritas to welcome 6th class girls from St. Ultan's, St. Louise's, St. Bridget's and The
Assumption GNS to our recent transfer program for incoming first years. They enjoyed classes in P.E.,
French, Science and Home Economics. Our teachers commented on how polite and enthusiastic the girls
were, and how well they got on. They are a credit to their families and primary schools. We very much look
forward to the girls joining us in September as our new first years.

International Women's Day
On International Women’s Day a group of our 5th yrs visited Alliance Francaise for cultural workshops. They
had an opportunity to reflect upon statements made by many world leaders in support of women’s roles in
society. They were interested to learn that the beautiful building on Kildare St. in which Alliance Francaise is
located was once a gentlemans’ club, which forbade entry to women. Vive L’Égalité!

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Bhí Tráth na gCeist, Comórtas Postaer agus Céilí mór ar siúl againn i gColáiste Caritas i rith Seachtain na
Gaeilge. Bhain na cailíní an-sult go deo as na himeachtaí!

Recycling
We have a campaign in Caritas College to recycle clothing from our community. We pass the clothes to
Liberty recycling who give a small fee to the school for every bag we collect. We use this much-needed
money to fund activities for our students. Liberty is a textiles recycling project that aims to provide people
affected by drug use with the stability, work experience and confidence needed to move into mainstream
training and/or further training.

 The students of Caritas College would like to thank all in our community for their continued support of our
recycling campaign.
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Coláiste Bríde Enniscorthy win South East Radio
Overall Outstanding Junior Achievement Award
2017
Thursday 8th March 2018

The Coláiste Bríde Student Council produced a positive mental health awareness booklet, “I am Worth it”,
which was distributed to every post primary student in Co. Wexford. They also had a website created which
mirrors the information in the booklet, www.iamworthit.ie. The Student Council organise an annual positive
mental health week in school with activities for all students and teachers.

As a result of their efforts the Student Council were nominated for Wexford’s Outstanding Junior Achievement
Award 2017 live on South East Radio while being interviewed about their ongoing work in relation to teenage
mental health and wellbeing in Wexford.

At the South East Radio Outstanding Achievement Awards Gala Ball the Student Council won the overall
Outstanding Junior Achievement Award. The picture above shows the council members who represented the
school on the night.

They were overwhelmed to receive the award and were delighted their hard work was recognised but feel if
their "I am WORTH it" booklet helps just one person it will all have been worth it!

They look forward to updating the booklet in the coming months! 
 Below is a link to the online version of the booklet

 iamworthit.ie

Students presentation of a cheque to Pieta House for fundraising

Members of the Student Council
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Coláiste Muire Ballymote News
Friday 16th March 2018

A Hat-trick of All-Irelands for Coláiste Muire Ballymote!
In recent weeks, students of Coláiste Muire have reached All-Ireland finals in Table Tennis, Wheelchair
Basketball and Enterprise! Congratulations to all involved!

 
Student Enterprise All Ireland Finals

Congratulations to Aoife Loughlin, Casey Cullen & Aoibhe Carty also known as ACA on their recent success
at the regional Student Enterprise Finals in Sligo on 8th March. The girls were overall winners in the senior
category and will now progress to the All-Ireland finals in Croke Park on 2nd May. Their project is a handbook
to encourage numeracy and literacy with exercises suitable for Junior Cycle students catering for all Junior
Cycle subjects. 

 Well done to Michaela Kielty, Nicola Redican and Amy Scanlon who took part with their all natural, home
made bath bombs, lip scrubs and lip balms and to 'Alliocht' comprised of Thalia Kelly and Kate Lohan who
produced subscription beauty boxes with all Irish products.

 
Wheelchair Basketball All-Ireland
Our Transition Year students took part in the All-Ireland finals of the Irish Wheelchair Basketball competitions
on Tuesday 13th March. They competed in four games, winning one. Well done to all involved, each of whom
put in an exceptional team effort. Students were invited to compete in these competitions as a result of their
recent fundraising for the Irish Wheelchair Association.

 
All-Ireland Table Tennis

Congratulations to Coláiste Muire's girls Table-Tennis team who won the Connacht Final in Kiltimagh on
Tuesday 13th March. They will compete in the All-Ireland final on 26th April. Well done to the boys' team who
were placed third in Connacht.

 
Cathaoirleach Award

 In addition, students of Coláíste Muire along with the community of Ballymote were awarded the
Cathaoirleach’s Award for their work in raising over €14,000 for Pieta House by hosting the first Darkness into
Light event in Ballymote in May 2017.

Happy Easter from all at Coláiste Muire - Daffodil Day2018

 Thank you to all students and staff for supporting Daffodil Day 2018 on 23 March 2018!
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Coláiste Muire Ennis News
Tuesday 27th March 2018

Coláiste Muire Ennis ATS20/20
Colaiste Muire, Ennis was involved in ATS20/20 European policy experimental research project, aiming to
support teaching, learning and assessment of transversal skills in 10-15-year-old students. Ms Finola Howard
and Mr Jack Neylon were involved in the classroom pilot, which took place during the academic year
2016/17. They implemented ePortfolios and adopted innovative approaches into participating classrooms. In
particular, they focused on reflective practice, digital literacy and goal setting.

Colaiste Muire were selected as a showcase school from a cross section of schools to participate in a short
video to exemplify the work done. Further to this Colaiste Muire recently showcased their involvement and
experiences at the ‘Leadership for Learning’ conference with the NCCA entitled ‘Key Skills in Action in the
21st Century Classroom’ on February 6th 2018. Two students Aela Browne and Maria Jones, with Ms
Howard and Mr Neylon proudly represented their school.

Coláiste Muire Ennis at Green Schools Expo
Green Schools Expo took place in the RDS Dublin on the 22nd of February and the event focused this year
on Climate Action and what we can do in our schools, home and communities to combat climate change. The
Colaiste Muire Ennis green schools members had recently created a short video on "Greener Travel" and
were asked to host a stand at the event displaying the video and to present the travel theme. There were six
themed zones at the expo in total, each with a different focus: Water, Transport, Biodiversity, Litter & Waste,
Energy and Global Citizenship. Five thousand pupils attended the event in an action packed day full of
interactive exhibits with activities and information for all ages. There was a hands on workshop area, a
Climate Lab zone, stands showcasing initiatives, programmes and services and a day long schedule of Guest
Speakers from the National and International stage.

Formative Assessment in TY using ePortfolios Shared Learning
Day and Report Launch
From Coláiste Muire Ennis pictured above are Ms. Ellen Jones ICT Co-ordinator, Bríana Fennell, Robyn
Maxwell, Ms Niamh O’Regan TY Co-ordinator who attended the launch of a report marking the culmination of
PDST’s two year “Formative Assessment Using ePortfolios” initiative, at Croke Park Conference Centre on
Monday, 22nd January 2018. The report describes the experiences and outcomes of a professional
development learning programme involving 24 post-primary schools in the TY setting. Coláiste Muire were
one of two schools presenting on the day.

Generation €uro Students' Award team
Well done to the Coláiste Muire Ennis 'Generation €uro Students' Award' team of Muireann Byrne TY2,
Aisling Reidy TY2, Jessica Leathem TY1 & Anna Nagle TY2 who progressed to the National Final which was
held on 9 March in the Central Bank of Ireland in Dublin. The team scored 87/100 and were one of the top
three teams in the country. The Generation €uro Students’ Award is an opportunity for students to consider in
detail the work performed by the European Central Bank, the Eurosystem and each of the national central
banks in contributing to monetary policy decisions and price stability for the euro area. The competition
challenges students to take on the role of the Governing Council and predict the interest rate decision for the
euro area. Competing students develop valuable life skills including economic reasoning, critical analysis,
team work and public speaking. The competition consists of three rounds: an online quiz, an analysis and a
presentation to the Central Bank of Ireland at the National Final.

Visit to Zimmer Biomet
A group of 30 Coláiste Muire Ennis Transition students recently visited Zimmer Biomet in Shannon and
gained a better appreciation of Engineering. Dermot Stanley and his team gave students a tour of the facility,
a demonstration on 3D printing, Unigraphics CAD/CAM 3D modelling of medical device implants. The
miniature 3D printer was a particular attraction! Four Engineers talked to students about their career paths
and the path they took to reach the point they are at in their respective careers.

Winners Céilí Band Competition
Coláiste Muire Ennis took part recently in the Céilí Band competition in Féile na hInse and won first prize.

Front row: Maria Jones, Lily Price, Jennifer Griffin, Ruth Kearney, Caoimhe Flynn Back row: Rebecca Griffin,
Róisín Cahill, Sarah Sheehan, Clíodhna OKeeffe, Emily Hoyne, Teacher Ms Ellen Jones

CEIST Bake-Off
Congratulations and well done to Ciara Mulligan, second year Coláiste Muire Ennis who came third in this
year’s All-Ireland CEIST Bake-off sponsored by Odlums. Ciara demonstrated her wonderful culinary and
creative talents to produce her fantastic canine creation! The competition was judged by Odlums very own
Catherine Leyden and the standard was very high with amazing talent on display in both the Junior and
Senior competition. Great thanks must be given to Ardscoil na Trionoide, Athy for hosting the event. Ciara,
her Mum and Home Economics teacher Ms. M. Ryan had a wonderful day.

Kemmy Business School Student Junior Cert Awards
Congratulations to 15 students from Coláiste Muire Ennis who received an award for their excellent results in
Business Studies in Junior Certificate 2017.

Front Row: Kate Murphy, Nessa Collins, Emily Cheng, Jill Broderick, Meadhb O'Connor, Rebecca Connellan,
Kate Flynn, Eliza Liddy.

 Back Row: Sinéad Mc Gee, Mia Bannon, Moya Dunne, Mr Leo Quinlan , Dr Michele O’Dwyer, Ms Frances
Browne, Aisling Reidy, Muireann Byrne, Kacey O’Neill.

Bond Trader Challenge Success
Coláiste Muire Ennis had six teams of Transition year students who participated in the Bond Trader
Challenge in West County Hotel on Thursday March 15. One of the teams pictured above won the
competition. Well done to all who participated and congratulations to the winning team.

L-R Meadbh O’Connor, Rebecca Connellan, Aisling Reidy & Muireann Byrne. They each one a Kindle
eReader!

Fairtrade Breakfast
To celebrate Fairtrade fortnight, all Colaiste Muire first years took part in a Fairtrade breakfast. Fairtrade hot
chocolate, juices and bananas were available. Lots of toast was also consumed! As part of Development
Education, students learn about the importance of farmers receiving a fair price for their produce globally.

Enterprise Awards
Colaiste Muire, Ennis, Transition year students attended the Clare Student Enterprise Awards in the West
County Hotel on Thursday the 8th of March. Students showcased their Mini-companies. ‘Scratchibbles’ and
‘Chill it Coolers’ won Best Display stand and Best Commercial idea respectively.
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AerPrize Finals 

 
 

Well done to our girls who participated in the Final of Aerprize in Cork. This is a national 

competition organised by the Irish Science Teachers’ Assocaition in collaboration with Angel City 

Flyers and supported by Institute of Physics of Ireland. All competitors had to do an interview 

with Seosamh Somers, Angel City Flyers Founder. They then had a challenging aptitude test in 

spatial awareness, numerical reasoning and abstract reasoning. They also got to land the SIM. Half 

of the group went to AFTA's base in the airport (the SIM was in an industrial estate on Little 

Island) in the morning and the other half in the afternoon. At the airport, they got to see the 

briefing rooms, another smaller sim and tour the aircraft and hangers, hop in the cockpits etc. All 

students received a framed certificate along with a bag and a polo shirt which had the ISTA, IoP 

and Aerprize logo. Senator Jerry Buttimer, Minister for State at the Department of Defense, was 

in attendance. The two overall national winners will be announced on 15th April. 

Eureka Team: Clodagh Kelly, Carmel Byrne, Lidusa Nagyova, Eva O'Byrne. 

 

CEIST Conference 

 

Ciara McDonnell, Emma Bathe and Molly Fitzgerald represented Eureka in St Pat's 

Drumcondra at the CEIST Leadership Conference. 



Student Enterprise Awards 

Well done to all our innovative students who have been working hard all year on their enterprises 

and who proudly represented Eureka taking home 3 trophies from the county final of the Student 

Enterprise Awards, Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim, Co. Meath,13th of March 2017. Teacher: Ms. 
McCormack. 

 

Huge congratulations to Leone Yore (2nd Year) who's enterprise "The Wolly Craft Maker" won 

1st place and will now represent Meath at Intermediate level in the All Ireland Student Enterprise 

Awards in Croagh Park, in May. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"Break the Stress Study for Success" (2nd year, Intermediate level, Aoife Dolan, Emma 

Muldoon, Emma Smyth, Clodagh Gallagher and Ella Rice) took 3rd place. 

 



"The Art of Conversation" (1st Year - Juniors, Sophie Mooney, Shauna Murphy, Cait Melady, 

Sinead Mqakanya) came 2nd overall. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural Day in Eureka 

 



 

Golf News 

Congratulations to Rebecca Foley who won the senior 

individual section at the Eastern Leinster Golf Championships 

in Clontarf. This is a huge achievement. Teacher: Mrs Wright. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eureka's Journalists 

Congratulations and well done to Leaving Certificate 

students Kate Comaskey and Beverly 

Genockey who had their articles featured in The 

Westmeath Examiner and The Meath 

Herald respectively. Kate's article is entitled: 

'Leaving: A Lot to be Desired' and Beverly's is: 'A 
Generation's View on Mental Health'.  

 

 

Ski Trip  

The biennial ski trip for Second Years took place in Marilleva, Italy. 

 



Recent News

--- Select ---

Any Any

Events

CEIST Annual Conference

E-News

Monthly School Feature

Mary Immaculate Secondary School Lisdoonvarna
News
Thursday 29th March 2018

Latest news from Mary Immaculate Secondary School Lisdoonvarna kindly shared with us from John Sims,
Deputy Principal.

CEIST Student Leadership Conference 

The third CEIST Student Leadership Conference took place this year in St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra on
Tuesday, March 13th, 2018. Jessica Kelly, Jane O’Loughlin and Jody Whelan, Fifth year students,
represented Mary Immaculate at the event.

Archbishop Diarmuid Martin delivered the opening address to a packed auditorium of CEIST Students and
their Teachers. CEIST recognises that the students in our schools today will be the leaders of tomorrow and
is committed to playing a part in preparing them for that role. This year’s conference gave students a chance
to meet with one another, to explore the possibilities of leadership as well as the values associated with being
a good leader.

Fr. Philip Mulryne shared his inspiring personal story in the afternoon, which was followed by David Kennedy
and his team from the World Meeting of Families Team. This team aimed to give a sense of what to expect
next August at the international event and CEIST will be back to all schools to offer students a volunteer
opportunity.

It was noted that the energy and joy that buzzed about the conference hall and workshops was remarkable.
There is no doubt that CEIST schools are places of faith, care, kindness and excellent teaching and learning,
all values so integral to the CEIST Charter.

  

Féile na hInse

Comhgairdeas do na daltaí ó Scoil Mhuire gan Smál i Lios Dúin Bhearna a ghlac páirt i bhFéile na hInse in
Inis le déanaí. Bhuaigh an grúpa ceoil a gcomórtas ar an 10ú Márta. Bhí an moltóir an sásta leo agus dúradh
go raibh draíocht ag baint lena gcuid ceoil! B'iad na daltaí a bhí i gceist ná Emma Kelly, Sally King, Aimee
Burke, Sarah Nagle, Kate Considine, Laura Haugh, Órlaith Petty, Lucy King, Caoimhe Burke, Aine Hegarty,
Katelin Burke, Maeve McMahon, Leah McNamara, Sadhbh Blood Comhgairdeas leo ar fad! 

  

Girls Volleyball Team

Our junior girls team travelled to Mountrath Co. Laois for the shield playoffs on March 21st. They won two out
of three of their games. They lost the first game to Ard Scoil Mhuire, Ballinasloe but went on to win the
following 2 games against St. Mary’s Secondary School Glasnevin and Mountrath Community school Laois.
The final game was very close and went to three sets and a nail-biting finish.

 Members of the team on the day were : Nataya White (capt), Ashling O’Donoghue, Jessica O’Donoghue,
Myahh O’Connell, Beth Clarke, Shauna O’Kane and Ella Mullins. Lynn McCormack, Aine Hegarty and
Rachael Howley were absent due to illness on the day and were missed. Many thanks to their coaches Leigh
O’Connell and Mary O’Donnell.

  

John Paul Awards

This year, the Pope John Paul II Award in the Diocese of Galway, Kilmacduagh and Kilfenora had its 7th
Annual Award Ceremony. Nationally it is celebrating its 10th Anniversary. Over that time, the Award has
recognised over 20,000 young people’s contribution to their faith and community.

14 students from Mary Immaculate participated in this Award:
 Gold Award: Jane O’Loughlin, Seán Urquhart and Katie O’Brien

 Silver Award: Jessica Kelly, Niamh Garrahy, Richie Johnson, Róisín O’Donoghue, and Niall McNamara
 Bronze Award: Ciara Costello, Jody Whelan, Ashling O’Connell, Olivia McGann,

 Eoin Burke and Thomás McCormack. They took part in Parish and Community work and also a pilgrimage to
Inis Oirr. Their mentors for the John Paul II Award were teachers Shane Slattery and Lisa O’Doherty.

Three students were present at the award ceremony in St. Mary’s College, Galway on 26 November 2017.
The awards were co-ordinated by Shane Slattery and Lisa O’Doherty.

  

School Sleepover

For yet another year, the school participated in the “schoolmates sponsored sleep over night” in aid of Focus
Ireland for the homeless in Ireland. This took place on Friday 10th November. In order to make the
experience more real the whole group slept in the school hall without any heating. The event was supervised
by staff members: Mary Burke, Leona Leonard, Mona Hynes, Sally McNamara, John Sims and John
O’Loughlin. We would like to thank our Peer Mentors who volunteered their time; Owen Kelly, Niall
McNamara, Sean Urquhart, Niamh Garrahy and Róisín O’Donoghue. Sharing, bonding, fun and fundraising
for a good cause was our main aim for hosting this event. €605 was collected for Focus Ireland.

 Nearly ready for bed at the sleepover.

 Some of the Peer Mentors that helped run the sleepover with a ghost!
  

BT Young Scientists and Technology exhibition

Ten projects were accepted for the 2018 BT Young Scientist & Technology exhibition, which was held in the
RDS in January. It was the 29th year that John Sims had mentored students for this competition. This year
again the school had success in the competition. Cindy O’Leary, a second year student, was awarded the
second place prize in the junior individual biological and ecological sciences category. He project was looking
to see if mussels (Mytilus edulis) found in Ireland contain microplastics. In her research, she looked at
mussels both found in the wild and farmed. She found microplastics in both types of mussel.

The other students that represented the school so well were: Ian and Amy Woods, Cealan O’Neill, Kate
Considine, Katie Thomas, Jessica Kelly, Fearghal Burke, Meabh Meehan, Ella Mullins and Aoife Dowling.

Our First Year students also visited the RDS on Friday 12th January 2018 to whet their appetite for future
participation in the competition.

  

Young Environmentalists

 2nd year Young Environmentalist team. Ian Woods and Alan McNamara missing

Mary Immaculate have entered two projects in to this year’s ECO-UNESCO Young Environmentalists
competition. A group of second year students has entered one project and a number of TY students is
entering the second one. All the entries are judged and some are selected to go on to the second round. In
this round, the project teams must pitch their project to a panel of judges. If they are successful in this round
they are chosen to take part in the in the showcase which is held in the Mansion House in Dublin in May.

The two teams from the school have been selected to pitch their projects at the Eco-Den in NUI Galway on
11th April 2018.

The second year group has designed a number of games to help in the education of young people with
regard to environmental issues. The TY project is looking a community sustainability.

  

Catholic Schools Week 2017

Catholic Schools Week ran from the 29th January to the 4th February. Mary Immaculate is very proud of its
Catholic tradition. Pope Francis is to celebrate Mass in the Phoenix Park on Sunday August 26th. This year’s
Catholic Schools Week asked us to reflect on the theme “called to be a family of families” in preparation for
the world meeting of families. A variety of different activities took place in the school throughout the week.
Emma Kelly, Aimee Burke, Aoife Dowling and Katelin Vaughan took a lead role in reflective readings. The
aforementioned Ty’s are participating in the Pope John Paul award scheme this year.

The photo show students working on St. Brigid’s Day Crosses. They proudly carry on this rich tradition which
brings together craft, skill, local resources and the fun of working to create such a powerful symbol and
reminder of our Christian heritage.

  

CSPE beach clean-up in Fanore

St. Anthony's CSPE class organised a beach clean-up as part of an Action Project for their Junior Cert. The
students visited Fanore beach to raise awareness of the growing problem of ocean pollution. They promoted
the event using multimedia, including local poster campaign and social media drive. They cooperated with the
Clare County Environmental office and An Taisce to make this outing a success.

  

Success in North Clare Mental Health Essay Competition

There was success in the North Clare Mental Health essay writing competition for three students from Mary
Immaculate Secondary School. The school is delighted with the prize winning achievements of our students
who had the opportunity of showcasing their literary talents as well as highlighting mental health awareness
in young people.

Congratulations to Katelin Vaughan, awarded Second Place, Kate Considine and Aoife Dowling awarded
Runner Up prizes. The five second level schools of North Clare took part in the competition. Well done to all
the students who took part and their teacher, Ms. Bradshaw.

  

Certificate of Achievement

 Kate Considine, Josephine Quinn and Dr Fergal O'Brien

Congratulations to Kate Considine on receiving a Certificate of Achievement for her excellent results in
Business Studies Junior Certificate 2017 from The Kemmy Business School, University Limerick in
conjunction with the Business Studies Teachers’ Association of Ireland.

  

Wheelchair Basketball

The Transition Years from Mary Immaculate participated in the Western Regional Final of the All Ireland TY
Wheelchair Basketball Championships which was held in the Kingfisher NUIG on Thursday 22nd February. 
Our TY's raised over €1100 in aid of the Irish Wheelchair Association last November. Post primary schools
from Clare, Galway, Limerick and Sligo competed in the regional final. While we were unsuccessful in
qualifying for the All Ireland Championship, the students all played their part on the day and did themselves
and their school proud. 
 

Certified Irish Angus Beef School Competition

A team from Mary immaculate Secondary School in Lisdoonvarna took
part in the Certified Irish Angus Beef Exhibition which was held in Croke
Park on 14 March 2018. This was the second year a team from the
school entered the competition.

They had entered the competition at the end of October by submitting a 3
minute video outlining their project. From these entries, they were
selected for interview by a panel of judges in January. From these
interviews, 28 schools were chosen to attend the exhibition in Dublin.
Here the group was judged again with judges from Kepak, ABP, Irish
Farmers Journal, Tesco Ireland, Irish Angus Producer Group, Teagasc,
Bord Bia, UCD, UCC. From the exhibitors five will be chosen to receive 5
Angus X calves which they would rear up to 20 months. The winners will
have to record and report regularly on the progress of the calves. The
announcement of the winners will be made in the coming weeks.

The members of the group are Amy Woods from Ballyvaughan, Katie
Thomas from Doolin and Séamus MacNamara from Lisdoonvarna.

The project from Lisdoonvarna is looking at how suitable Angus X cattle are for raising in the Burren
especially using winterage. If successful, they would be running a number of events such as cookery
demonstrations and holding information meetings for interested farmers. They have produced recipe leaflets
using Certified Irish Angus Beef.

If they are selected to receive the calves, they will be reared on the farm of Roger and Lorraine Woods in
Ballyvaughan.

  

Transition Year Production

The Transition Year students have stayed with their tradition of staging shows and have produced “Little shop
of Horrors” under the direction of Lauren Dunne, Finola Costello and Mark Mulqueeney. There were four
performances in total, two matinees and two evening performances. A most enjoyable and entertaining
production generating some cherished memories and magical moments. Well done to all. Many thanks to the
Art teacher Conor Burke, and the art students in helping to prepare the sets for the Transition Year show.
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Mercy College Sligo News
Tuesday 27th March 2018

European Parliament Model Council
The students of Mercy College Students represented the Netherlands at the European Parliament Model
Council at Dublin Castle and had a chance to meet the Dutch Ambassador.

Aideen Kinsella, Rosaleen Keenan O Hara and Chloe Ginty at the Model European Council in Dublin Castle
last weekend where they represented The Netherlands

  
Chloe Ginty, Amy Keenan O Hara and Aideen Kinsella. photographed with the Dutch Ambassador to Ireland
and European Parliament Staff

Mercy College students at Brexit talk in Sligo Glasshouse hotel organised by Europe Direct Office Sligo

 

Sign Out for Trocaire
Over 100 Mercy College Sligo students took part in the Trócaire Lenten Campaign ‘Sign Up, Sign Out’
challenge to raise much needed funds for Trocaire and to support the amazing work they do all over the
world. First year to sixth year students took on the challenge and gave up social media for 24 hours on the
7th of March 2018. Some students handed in their phones to the school to avoid the distraction of Snapchat,
Instagram or Facebook at home. On the day, activities were organised at lunch time in the music and art
rooms. Students took part in a sing along with special guest Dave Flynn from Music Generation who played
the guitar and sang. Students also had the option to go to the art room and design, colour, paint their views
on social media on a clear canvas, organised by Ms. Coll.

 

 

The fundraiser was a huge success Mercy College raised over €1650 and are still receiving donations from
proud family members and friends. The religion teachers Ms McIntyre and Ms Kelly assisted in the
organisation as well as Cliona Jordan, fifth year student . who offered endless enthusiasm and
encouragement to the student body.

 

Ms Janine Heavy, a representative from Trocaire visited Mercy College on Wednesday the 14th of March to
speak to students about the agency’s work in overseas development and how the money raised by students
will be used to help families all around the world. Ms Heavey received a cheque for €1612 on the day. 

 Photo includes students who participated in Sign Up Sign, Sign Out Trocaire Challenge 2018. 
  

 

Regional Quiz Winners
Winners at Regional Quiz competition for Sligo Leitrim Roscommon

Fiona ni Riagain, Mae Weir, Anna Quinn and Mae Keane
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Our Lady of Mercy College Beaumont talk to RTE
about International Women's Day
Thursday 8th March 2018

Jackie Fox from RTE visited Our Lady of Mercy College Beaumont to ask the girls their take on International
Womens Day. 

Click here to view video 

Click here to lisen to Morning Ireland report  
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Our Lady’s Secondary School Belmullet Proudly
Presents ‘School of Rock’
Wednesday 7th March 2018

Our Lady’s Secondary School Belmullet Proudly Presents ‘School
of Rock’
The Transition Year students of Our Lady’s Secondary School Belmullet are proud to announce dates for their
much anticipated upcoming show, ‘School of Rock’. Based on the hit movie of the same name, starring Jack
Black, this musical follows the fortunes of Dewey Finn, a failed, wannabe rock star who decides to earn an
extra bit of cash by posing as a substitute teacher at a prestigious prep school. There he turns a class of
straight A pupils into a guitar-shredding, bass-slapping, mind-blowing rock band. Can he get them to the
Battle of the Bands without their parents and the school’s headmistress finding out?

As usual, the casting is superb with accomplished performances from the leads, including Jamie Doherty,
Lauren Dixon, Jonathan Doocey and Alex Worth. The talented cast is accompanied by a live band which, as
always, adds greatly to the atmosphere and the entertainment value.

The TY students, under the expert and experienced guidance of their Musical Director, Ms Áine McNally,
supported by Miss Holly McAndrew and TY Co-ordinator, Mrs Hanoria Hough, have worked diligently and
enthusiastically to ensure an enchantingly eclectic evening of musical entertainment awaits you.

We cordially invite you to Our Lady’s on Thursday, 1st March
 Friday, 2nd March

 Saturday, 3rd March

Doors open 6:30pm, show starts at 7pm sharp. Tickets (Adult €10, Student €5) can be purchased in the
school office (097) 81157.

Shea O’Donoghue, Cormac Murray, Finnian Carolan, Luke McWilliams, Jade McDowall, Maisie Mc Master,
Dawn Worth.

Our Lady's Secondary School TY Musical

Fund Raising for Irish Wheelchair Association
Patrick McDowall and Patrick Leneghan, Our Lady's Secondary School been presented with certificates of
achievement by Ms Moran for their fund raising efforts with Irish Wheelchair Association.
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Our Lady's Castleblayney News
Tuesday 6th March 2018

History Trip to Berlin
In early December a group of sixty one senior History and German students from Our Lady's Secondary
School, accompanied by their History teachers, Mr. O’Boyle & Ms. Sheridan, Mr. Lyons, Ms. Brennan, Ms.
Sweeney and Principal Mr. Kelly, had the opportunity of bringing their Leaving Certificate History syllabus to
life when they visited the historical German city of Berlin from December 6th to December 9th. After arriving
on Wednesday afternoon the students took part in a guided walking tour of Berlin, taking in the political,
economic and social history of the city including features such as the Brandenburg Gate, Holocaust
Memorial, Berlin Wall and a visit to the former headquarters of the SS the Topography of Terror.

Next up, the students had the opportunity to get into the festive spirit with a visit to the world renowned Berlin
Christmas markets as well as relaxing with some ice skating in the outdoor skating arenas. This was followed
on Thursday with an eagerly anticipated visit to Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp which was used by
Hitler and the Nazi’s during World War 2. The students were treated to an excellent tour of the camp and its
role during World War 2. Later that evening, the students had the opportunity to visit the German Parliament
headquarters at the Reichstag.

Friday began with a visit to the famous Checkpoint Charlie museum and was followed by an interesting and
informative visit to Stasi Prison used for holding political prisoners during the Cold War period. Our last
guided visit was to the Olympic Stadium where students marvelled at the magnificent architecture and history
of this famous building.

On Saturday night, a tired and weary group arrived home safely to Castleblayney with many interesting facts
and additional knowledge that can be put to good use in the months ahead as well as many treasured
memories that will last a lifetime.

Pictured at the famed Brandenburg Gate in Berlin are Senior History & German students from Our Lady’s
Castleblayney, who accompanied by 5 of their teachers enjoyed an action packed tour to the historical city of
Berlin where their Leaving Cert History course was brought to life and their German oral skills were put to the
test!

  

Business Students Out and About
 
Business students from Our Lady’s, accompanied by their teachers, Mr Paddy Mulroe and Ms Kathryn
Clarke, recently went on a whistle-stop tour of County Monaghan enterprises, with visits to Combilift, Local
Enterprise Office Monaghan and Mullan Lighting Emyvale.

The students’ trip began with a visit to Combilift. A detailed guided tour of the new facility was given by staff
which left students in awe of the scale of the operation and success of the business.

Next stop was the Local Enterprise Office Monaghan where Eilín Connolly outlined the supports available to
small business in a riveting presentation, giving students an insight into the real world!

The final stop was Mullan Lighting in North Monaghan. Students were overwhelmed with the warm reception
they received. Again, the success of a local enterprise was inspiring. Managing Director of the business, Mike
Treanor, shared some kind words with students which really resonated with them.

All in all, it was a great day out and it is certain to inspire future Entrepreneurs! Teacher Kathryn Clarke said
“It was a great day out and the students were so impressed by the businesses they saw. Even more so, they
were really appreciative of the generosity of time of the staff and management at Combilift, the Local
Enterprise Office and Mullan Lighting.”

 

Students from Our Lady’s in Council Chamber at Local Enterprise Office Monaghan

 

Students in CombiLift

 

Our Lady’s ’Engine Crafts’ capture 1st place for innovation in
Student Enterprise Awards
Big congratulations to the mini-company ‘Engine Crafts’ from Our Lady’s Castleblayney who captured 1st
place for their innovative company at the Student Enterprise Awards organised by Local Enterprise Office,
Monaghan held in the Four Seasons Hotel on Friday 9th March.

‘Engine Crafts’, powered by young entrepreneurs, Conor Brennan, Jason Carragher & Oisin Duffy, all TY
students in Our Lady’s, is a mini-company whose main business is stripping down old and unused engines
and transforming them into interior home decor. These young students produced an engine table, piston
clock, crankshaft lamp and a clutch disc clock, all of them beautifully crafted. All their hard work paid off when
they were declared winners in the innovation section at the Student Enterprise Awards.

Local Enterprise Office, Monaghan, explains how ‘encouraging and promoting an enterprise culture’ is an
important area of activity for them. ‘In seeking to develop a thriving enterprise culture, it is critical that young
people from all backgrounds see enterprise as a viable career choice’. The Student Enterprise Awards is a
big day in the calendar of events and teacher & mentor of the students at Our Lady’s, Mrs Barbara Loughman
describes how ‘the students look forward to this event every year. They are prepared to ‘give it a go’ and
learn a lot from their hands-on foray into the world of business. I am delighted for Engine Crafts, they worked
extremely hard, as did the other mini-companies from Our Lady’s’.

Congratulations to Conor, son of Robert & Monica Brennan, Knockbridge, Jason Carragher, son of Roisin &
Martin, Moneyvolan & Oisin Duffy, son of Gerard & Paula, Annyalla.

Pictured at the Student Enterprise Awards in Monaghan is mini-company from Our Lady’s, ‘Engine Crafts’
who were placed first in the Innovation Category. Pictured is Oisin Duffy, Jason Carragher & Conor Brennan
whose company’s description is the stripping down of old and unused engines and making them into interior
home decor. A bright future ahead!
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SPORTS AT OUR  LADYS 

 

 

 

ATHLETICS 
Last week our junior and intermediate 

Athletes travelled to Nenagh to take part 

in the Munster Athletics Indoor 

Competition. Congrats to Emma Grant, 

Niamh Lawlor, Nessa Towey and Casey 

Crous who won gold in the Munster relay 

competition while James Devaney, Jimmy 

Mullen, David Quinn, Jordan Collins 

were silver medalists in the Munster 

intermediate relay. 

 

Congratulations to Jack Ryan, a 3rd year student, 

who on 10th March, came 18th out of 146 

athletes in the junior boys All-Ireland Cross 

Country in Waterford Regional Sports Centre. 

Jack ran an amazing race in very poor conditions. 

BASKETBALL  
On Saturday 13th of January our U16 girl’s basketball team 

travelled to Castlerea, Co. Roscommon to take part in the All

-Ireland basketball playoffs. The top team on the day 

qualified for the All-Ireland Semi Finals. Our Lady’s won 

two out of the three games, beating St. Oliver’s Drogheda 49-

44 and Castlerea CS 17-14. 

Unfortunately, the girls lost their 

second game to St. Catherine’s 

Killybegs. The girls displayed great 

skill, determination and spirit. We 

congratulate them on getting so far 

in the competition.  

BADMINTON  
The U14 and U16 boys and girls school badminton 

competition took place in Our Lady’s. The U14 boys team 

was comprised of first year students Cameron Flemming, 

Michael Delaney, Cormac Deegan and Paddy McCormack 

while on the U16 team were third year students, Paddy 

Hassett, Scott Pearson, Rafiq and Conor Cadell. Both teams 

played well on the day and came out runners-up in the 

competition. 

Our U14 girls team was comprised of first year students, 

Avril Tangri, Norah Breslin, Sarah O’Brien and Niamh Egan. 

While the U16 team were second year students Kate Delaney, 

Niamh Lawlor, Chloe Nolan and Erin McMullen.  Both 

teams made a strong effort but unfortunately they did not 

qualify for the next round. 

DR HARTY CUP 
Our Lady’s Harty Cup team were drawn to face St. John the 

Baptist from Hospital in the quarter –final after leading their 

group. Following a close contest which was played on a very 

heavy pitch the boys in maroon put their noses in front, deep 

in injury time to emerge one-point winners. 

The semi-final saw Templemore pitted against Middleton 

CBS who had defeated Thurles CBS in the quarter –final. Our 

Lady’s got off to a poor start and found themselves nine 

points in arrears after the opening ten minutes. To their credit 

they dominated the remaining twenty minutes and were only 

two points behind at half time. The second period was one 

Templemore will want to 

erase from their memories. 

Middleton dominated the 

half and came out 

comfortable winners 

bringing our Lady’s Harty 

Cup campaign to a 

disappointing conclusion. 

JUNIOR LADIES FOOTBALL 
The Junior Ladies Football team played their Munster Semi-

final on Thursday 22nd of February in Páirc Uí Chaoimh on 

the 4G AstroTurf. They were up against Youghal and came 

out on top with a win of 2-10 to 2-06. It was an impressive 

display of football from the girls who certainly deserved their 

place in the Munster final. After many disruptions with snow 

and unplayable pitches, the Munster final was set for 

Wednesday 14th of March on the 3G AstroTurf in Rathkeale. 

We were facing Presentation Castleisland in the final. The 

weather on the day was appalling with gale force winds and 

heavy rainfall. The girls played to the best of their ability in 

these testing conditions but unfortunately were not successful 

in securing a win. The girls showed great commitment to their 

team throughout this whole campaign and no doubt will be 

back again 

next year with 

the hopes of 

making it to 

the final and 

coming home 

with a win.  

SPORTS AWARDS 

Nenagh Guardian Sports 

Award—March 2017 

honouring both Harty & 

Croke Cup victories 

Roscrea Sports Awards  

Our Lady’s received an 

‘Outstanding Achievement 

Award’ 

Tipperary Athletics Star 

Awards 

Overall Best Girls for 

their performance at the 

Munster Championships 

 

 

 

Cumarsáid Tel. 0504 31299 

Fax. 0504 31194  

Email. office@ourladystemplemore.ie 

Our Lady’s Templemore 

Welcome from the Principal  
 

I am delighted to introduce the Easter edition of Cumarsáid.  

The newsletter provides a brief summary of the co-curricular 

and the extra-curricular programme which enhances the 

educational experience for students at Our Lady’s. I 

acknowledge the work of teachers who give generously of their 

time and expertise for the benefit of students.   

At the end of January, Catholic Schools Week was celebrated 

with reflections each morning and further exploration of the 

themes during religion classes.  Wellbeing week provided a 

little time out from the busyness of school life.  Students 

attended a number of presentations and took time to reflect on 

their own mental health and wellbeing.  The highlight of the 

week was a visit from Fr. Mc Verry who shared with us his 

experience of working with homeless people and those 

marginalised in society.   

Bhí áthas orainn Seachtain na Gaeilge a cheiliúradh i mí Márta 

le ceolchoirm, cluichí agus tráth na gCeist chomh maith le 

cuairt ó “Caith Amach É” le haghaidh daltaí sa séú bhliain.  

Celebration of our tradition and culture continued when students 

represented Our Lady’s with great pride at the St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade in Templemore. We were delighted to be awarded first 

prize by the distinguished panel of judges on the day.   

Transition Year students continue to enjoy the Chinese 

programme.  Celebrations for the Chinese New Year and Kung 

Fu lessons formed part of the work this term.  During the Easter 

period four students will represent Our Lady’s on a cultural 

exchange programme to Shanghai.   This project is sponsored 

by University College Cork and Shanghai University.  The 

students will attend Chinese lessons in the morning and cultural 

events each afternoon.   

The music department had a busy term which culminated in a 

most entertaining lunchtime concert at the World Academy of 

Music and Dance in the University of Limerick.                              

The programme spanned the genres from popular to traditional 

and extended to hit songs from recent musicals.  Well done to 

all performers on the day; you were a credit to our school.   In 

February “Glór” gave a wonderful performance at the All-

Ireland semi-final of the Siansa Gael Linn competition.  The 

group received great praise for lively performances at St. 

Patrick’s Day celebrations earlier this month.  In conclusion, I 

take this opportunity to wish you all a very safe and enjoyable 

Easter break. Beannachtaí na Cásca oraibh go léir.  

Patricia Higgins 

JUNK KOUTURE 

Bank of Ireland Junk Kouture is 

a national contest which 

encourages young designers to 

create striking couture designs 

and impressive works of 

wearable art from everyday junk 

that would normally find its way 

into the bin. ‘Trashy with a 

Dash of Classy’ was the 

brainstorm of Design Team 

Emma Grant, Naoise Barrett and Sorcha Fogarty. It is made 

from coloured bin bags and builder’s wire. Our ‘fantastic plastic’ 

ensemble, modelled by Emma, won the hearts of the judges and 

was selected from 1,400 entries nationwide to go forward into 

the Junk Kouture Regional Final extravaganza on March 9th in 

University Concert Hall, Limerick. Our day in UCH was spent 

finalising dramatic hair and makeup glamour for the show, 

deciding on dance moves to the music and practising in those 

super high heels. In the evening Emma strutted her stuff on the 

catwalk under the scrutiny of a distinguished line-up of judges. 

Overall it was a fantastic day and we are so thankful to have 

gotten the chance to participate in such an amazing event. 

ST.PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 

On 17th March students and staff braved the cold and took to the streets of Templemore to participate in the annual St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade. This year we celebrated ‘Ancient Ireland’. Our Junior Ladies Football team led the entry carrying our school crest and flying 

with pride our school colours. They were followed by Pirate Queen Maeve, her lady in waiting along with Setanta and the legendary 

Cuchulainn. It didn’t stop there, students from every year group donned their costumes, put on their dancing shoes, took out their 

musical instruments and celebrated our patron saint. We were thrilled to have been awarded 1st place for our float entitled Medieval 

Ireland. We are delighted that the work carried out by students and staff was recognised.  



 

UL CONCERT  IN THE WORLD ACADEMY OF IRISH MUSIC AND DANCE 

On Wednesday 15th Our Lady’s had the privilege of performing at a lunchtime concert in the World Academy of Irish Music and 

Dance. A group of 50 students showcased what the Music Department at Our Lady’ has grown to over the years.  The audience 

were treated to a variety of styles of music beginning 

with our ‘Glór’ the Siansa group who performed a lively 

opening to a wonderful concert. They were joined by five 

super Irish dancers that displayed a variety of dances to 

their tune selection.   

Cheyenne Stewart, Sinead Ryan & Niamh Kennedy then 

had us all tapping our feet to the lively song from 

Mamma Mia, “Super Trooper”. The girls were joined by 

Marianna Arianna Parodi on drums who has just arrived 

to our school from Italy. Ben Collins was stunning in his 

performance of the classic “Empty Chairs & Empty 

Tables” from the renowned Les Misérables. While Adrienne Mullen entertained us to her version of “The Contender” with 

stunning guitar accompaniment. Our popular section was “Brothers” sung by Cheyenne Stewart & Niamh Kennedy. The audience 

were treated to such originality and harmonies that it would make your hair stand on your head. To complete the performance the 

audience were treated to a performance of “The World in Union” by our school choir. The choir displayed a very confident and 

powerful completion to our concert. 

Seamus Hennessy with 

6th year students 

Ms Patricia Higgins making 

a donation to the Fr Peter Mc 

Very trust. 

Fr Peter Mc Very with a TY YSI 

group who donated toiletries & 

shoes to the homeless. 

WELL BEING WEEK 

Staff and students in Our Lady’s enjoyed an action packed week to mark the annual ‘Well Be-

ing’ week.  Numerous activities and presentations were organised to remind students of the im-

portance of looking after our physical and mental health.  Artwork was displayed throughout the 

school to highlight the main message of the week and  some  year groups enjoyed a presentation 

delivered by visiting speakers, including; Fr Peter Mc Verry and Seamus Hennessy an ambassa-

dor for Pieta House.   Fresh smoothies were made and sold each break time, while staff and stu-

dents worked together as part of a day long cycle challenge.  The Transition Year YSI group 

known as ‘Punching Positive’ helped to organise much of the activites enjoyed by students dur-

ing Well Being Week. From creating the ‘Positive Tree’ where students could leave one positive 

message to organising the cycle challenge in the school reception area. Well done on such a successful week. 

FIRST AID 

On Thursday our Transition Year 

students had the opportunity to take 

part in a First Aid course with Frst 

Aid Consultants Ollie Hayes and 

John Boland. The students gained 

some very valuable lifesaving skills.  

 

SPIKEBALL 

This year  TY girls were involved 

in a 6-week spike ball coaching 

programme. Spikeball is an adapted 

4 v 4 player volleyball game that 

was introduced to Ireland in the last 

3 years. 

As part of the programme the girls 

were assigned to a local primary 

school where they used their skills 

to coach various groups of primary 

school pupils from St. Colmcille’s 

NS, St. Joseph’s NS, St. Mary’s 

NS, and Castleiney NS . At the 

end of the course the girls will host 

a blitz for all the primary schools in 

Our Lady’s gym. 

TY FRENCH 

In  January all TY students went to 

The Source in Thurles to see an 

animated French film " Ma Vie de 

Courgette". It told the story of how 

a police officer and some new 

friends help an orphan adjust to life 

at a foster home. This film is full of 

charm and very appealing 

characters.  It was certainly enjoyed 

by the students. 

 

 

TY GERMAN 

Our TY German students along 

with their teacher Ms Emily Bergin 

have held a German club for pupils 

of 5th and 6th class from St. 

Colmcille’s NS, St. Joseph's NS, 

Castleiney NS, Lismackin NS               

and Clonmore NS. The pupils are 

loving the introduction to the both 

the German and                                  

Chinese language and culture.                                             

Well done to all German TY 

students involved. 

TY’s receiving their 

Driver Theory Certs 

 

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION  2017- 2018 
The Knights of St Columbanus is a very successful All Ireland 

Public Speaking Competition. This year Our Lady’s 

Philosophical Society Coached by Ms. Tara Talbot and Ms. 

Natasha Keane took part in this esteemed competition. This was 

our first year to enter this competition. We had three teams that 

presented a different topic each. Team one was Rory 

Wilkinson, Niamh Hogan, Claire Quigley. While team two was 

Caoimhe Delaney, Sinead 

Ryan, John Buckley and team 

three was Jakub Staniewski, 

Joseph Boyle, Janos Varadi, 

Colm Lawlor. It was an 

excellent learning experience 

for students and Our Lady's 

Philosophical Society look 

forward to entering the competition in the coming years.  

5TH YEAR ENGLISH 
On Monday 22nd some of our 5th 

year English students travelled to 

‘The Watergate’ in Kilkenny to see 

Shakespeare's 'MacBeth'. The show 

was very engaging and entertaining 

with lots of humour and audience 

interaction. A great day was enjoyed by all. 

LEARNING TO LEARN 
The Learning to Learn Committee have continued their work 

around study skills this 

term.  Students from 2nd to 6th 

year have been given an 

opportunity to review their first 

term reports and again the pre 

exams to identify how they can 

improve in each 

subject.  Students are  encouraged to identify and learn from 

their mistakes.  Goal setting and identifying specific areas of 

focus have been explored in an effort to help students to 

manage their own learning and to improve 

grades.  Transition Year students have had a number of 

study skills classes.  They have been introduced to the 

POKER study method and have spent some time exploring 

the theory of Multiple Intelligences. Identification of the 

different learning styles will enable students to identify what 

will work best for them in the future. As we approach the 

end of this term, 3rd and 6th year students are assisted  with 

the preparation of study plans. 

PARAIC KENNY 
This term Paraic Kenny a former student of OLSS gave a 

presentation to 5th and 6th year chemistry students. Paraic a 

native of Templemore is now the Director of Gundersen Medical 

Foundation Kabara Cancer Research institute in University of 

Wisconsin. He has worked extensively in Breast 

Cancer research & presently skin cancer research. 

Paraic was delighted to return to his alma mater 

after 24 years.  He was thrilled to see such great 

new labs and wonderful teachers who continue to 

nurture young minds. Indeed, his final words were 

regarding our smart and inquisitive students with 

such bright futures. 

CAITH AMACH É 

Ar an 12ú Márta rinne an séú bhliain 

ceardlann 'Caith Amach é' mar ullmhú don 

scrúdú béil. Ar dtús rinne na leaids seo 

grinn  bunaithe ar na fiche sraith pictiúir sa 

scrúdú.Bhí sé briomhar, barúil agus 

spreagúil, lán le stileanna eagsúla dramaíochta. 

Bhí an cur i láthair bríomhar lán le fuinneamh, agus 

cruthaithe sa chaoi go raibh sé oiriúnach do dhalta ar bith.  

SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE 

Is féile idirnáisiunta Ghaeilge í 

Seachtain na Gaeilge. Tugann an 

fhéile deis do gach uile dhuine sa scoil 

seo sult a bhaint as an nGaeilge trí 

imeachtaí siamsúla agus spraoíula . I mbliana tá nasc 

threascuraclár idir an Ghaeilge agus an ceol agus ealaín. 

Ghlac na daltaí sa chéad agus an dara bliain páirt I 

gcómortas na bpostaer. Bhí seanfhocail agus nathanna cainte 

timpeall na scoile, go hairithe sa halla sóisialta. 

Ins na ranganna bhí deis ag daltaí Gaeilge a fhoghlaim trí 

cluichí . Bhain said an taitneamh as na himeachtaí sin. 

Chomh maith le sin, chuir an rang ceol taispáintas talainne 

ar siul I gceolchoirm ar Lá le Gaeilge. Bhí rinceoirí 

Ghaeilge, amhránaí sean-ós agus seinnteoirí tradisiúnta ag 

seinm. Bhí réimhse leathan siamsaíochta ar fáil den chéad 

scoth. 

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 
After a busy term the enterprise activities in Our Lady’s came to 

conclusion on Friday 9th March in LIT, Thurles at the Student 

Enterprise Awards. Our Lady’s had a successful day with two 

entries taking away prizes. In the junior category Jonah Ryan & 

Liam O’Reilly with their company Beautiful Bottles won Best 

Stand. In the Intermediate category Tommy Martin, Conor Longe 

& Joseph Bourke of JETS Chairs won ‘Best Product using 

Recyclable Materials’.Congratulations to all the other companies 

that competed, Tiletastic Coasters and Rack ‘em Up in the junior 

category and Flames & Frames in the Senior category.  

 

 

BIG ENTERPRISE EVENT 

On February 26th the Big Enterprise Event commenced at Our 

Lady’s. There was a range of talks and activities that students 

took part in. A massive thanks to all the businesses and guests 

that took the time to come and talk to 

our students and give them real life 

examples of business in actions. A 

special mention to John Lillis from 

BOI, David, Miriam and Bobby from 

Templetuohy Foods, Sinead Butler, 

Cathal Bourke from Bourke’s Sports, 

Sue Anne O’Donnell LEO and Janette Fogarty RTB. Your 

contribution helped to make the Enterprise Event a huge success. 
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Presentation Castleisland claim overall prize as
‘Most Enterprising School in Kerry’
Friday 23rd March 2018

  

 

 

On Friday 16th March, Presentation Castleisland sent three groups into the Student Enterprise County Final
in IT Tralee. Two First Year groups were entered into the Junior Category and one Third Year group into the
Intermediate Category of the competition. The two First Year groups were: ‘Complete Camán’ who made an
all-in-one training hurley for all ages and abilities. Each hurley was tailored made and had two elements:
educational and training. The hurleys are educational as the have the names of each part of the hurley
scribed on them along with colour coded hand prints, which show the correct position to places your hands
on the hurley. The training element of the hurley is that all aspects of the game of hurling can be practiced by
the individual as there is a tethered ball attachment on each hurley. The other First Year enterprise was
‘Blockout’, a smart phone radiation reducing charging box. This box can fit any size smart phone and is lined
with lead which reduces the amount of radiation that is emitted from smart phones, particularly when charging
beside your bed at night. The Third Year enterprise was ‘Wear N Tear’, who manufactured tailored made
sports compression shirts with velcro pockets that can be attached to various areas of the upper body with a
hot/cold pack inside to aid muscle recovery after training.

 

On the day, Presentation Castleisland were the most successful school as they scooped all the awards in the
Junior Category: 1st Place – Complete Camán, 2nd Place - Blockout and won the overall prize as the ‘Most
Enterprising School in Kerry 2018’. The Complete Camán group also received a €50 voucher for the ‘Best
Use of Irish’ on the day. The Complete Camán group now go onto represent Kerry at the National Student
Enterprise Final in Croke Park on Wednesday May 2nd. This is the second time in three years that
Presentation Castleisland have reached this prestigious event, showcasing the high level of entrepreneurial
excellence the school possesses.
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Thursday 15th March 2018

Agricultural Science Trip
Fifth and Sixth Year Agricultural Science students, along with teachers Ms Bradley and Ms Coburn, attended
the annual Agri Aware Farm Walk and Talk in Kildalton Agricultural College on Thursday, 8th March.

 The students went from stand to stand and learned about grassland, genetics, dairy, beef and suckler cows,
fertilizers and machinery with which to apply them, different crops grown on farms and, most importantly,
safety on the farm. They got to see and hold newborn lambs and had interesting talks from personnel from
Dawn Meats and Glanbia.

 The students find this Farm Walk and Talk very beneficial for their studies of Agricultural Science and it helps
with their projects for the Leaving Certificate.

Fairtrade Fortnight
Transition Year students, Meghan Jennings and Rachel Kelso, who helped co-ordinate Fairtrade Fortnight in
the school. They offered free samples of Fairtrade products to all students in the school, along with running a
colouring/poster competition with the junior R.E. classes.

Fairtrade – Meghan Jennings, Rachel Kelso

The 1A1 Class with their Fairtrade posters which they displayed during Fairtrade Fortnight in the school.

Fairtrade – 1A1 Class
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Presentation Secondary School Clonmel January-
March 2018
Tuesday 27th March 2018

This term (January- March ) has very busy for our school. We are delighted to share some of our news from
this term with CEIST.

Easter Prayer Service
At the end of the term, our students with assistance from teachers in the RE department designed a beautiful
reflective prayer service on a modern interpretation of the stations of the cross and how that journey
continues in their lives today.

  

Spikeball First Year All Ireland Champions
There were euphoric celebrations in U.C.D on Thursday 17th January 2018 when the Presentation
Secondary School Clonmel were crowned V.A.I. All Ireland Schools, First Year Spikeball Champions. This
was a first win for the school in this competition having previously reached the National semi-finals.

The competition is ferociously competitive and garners great interest in schools as it is a very inclusive game.
This was none more evident at the start of the year when near 50 teams competed in their regional pools
nationwide.

The Presentation Clonmel graced through their preliminary regional rounds, topping the table in three rounds
and not losing a single match. Hopes were high as they went through to the National semi-finals in Kilkenny.
This was to be the only time that the Presentation lost a game in their whole campaign , finishing in second
place on the table but enough to see them through to the National Finals in UCD.

The Pool stage of the National finals saw them beat off opposition from Mount St Michael, Mayo, Mercy
Mounthawk, Kerry, St. Mary's Naas. The Pres girls never dropped a set all through and set down a marker for
their semi-final place against Mayo. Great performances by Mya Clancy, Laura Cooney, Lucia Cusnaider and
Ciara Long were instrumental in these wins. The semi-final was a great match. Brilliant defensive digs from
Lily O Mahoney was the hallmark of this game .She was ably assisted by Ava Cooney while at the net Lucia
Cusnaider and Ciara Long were formidable with their attacking and clever play. Victory was achieved and the
girls faced Charlestown, Mayo in the final. The first set went to the Presentation comfortably. A little bit of
complacency set in the second set and Charlestown made a statement of intent with a comprehensive
second set win. With one set each , it all came down to the final set. This was a fantastic team effort, with
every player contributing to this historic victory. With six match points and requiring one more point for victory
Charlestown launched a late come back to come within four points but the elusive winning point came and
with that ,amazing scenes of jubilation and joy ensued. The title was coming home to Clonmel for the first
time .Geraldine Long(new Ryan)mother of Ciara Long was there to shout her daughter on. Geraldine, a past
pupil of the Presentation Clonmel won a volleyball All Ireland in the mid 90's with the school which was also
incidentally the last time an All Ireland title came to the school.

The girls proudly brought home the cup to a jubilant reception from their class mates and teachers. They are
brilliant ambassadors for themselves, their families and their school. Well done to all and we are all so proud
of you.

 Team: Mya Clancy, Laura Cooney, Ava Cooney, Lily O Mahoney, Lucia Cusnaider, Ciara Long, Keelan
Hanrahan.

Basketball All Ireland Playoffs
Presentation Secondary School Clonmel completed in the u.16 All-Ireland Schools Basketball Playoffs in
January in Ennis. We had three games in our group. We had a great start with a win in our first game. Our
final game was the deciding game. We lost a thrilling game by 5 points. Well done to the panel of players and
their coaches, Ms. Bulfin & Ms. Tobin.

County Gymnastics Championships
Presentation Secondary School win County Championships in Gymnastics.

 A group of talented gymnasts took part in the inter-schools County gymnastics competition, held in the Loreto
School Clonmel on Tuesday 6th March.

This was the first competition of it's kind in the county since the 1990's.
 Three schools took part, Loreto Clonmel, Pres Clonmel and the Pres Thurles with a total of 35 gymnasts. The

two judges were experienced gymnasts, winning world championships in Acrobatics and tumbling. This
brought a very professional element to the competition.

Overall the standard was very high, but the Pres Clonmel dominated winning 1st and 2nd in the team event,
1st individual (Grace McSweeney), 2nd Individual (Aisling Cronin), as well as special awards for specific
gymnastic moves - Caolfhinn Conway, Aurora Moore, Sophie Corcoran and Grace McSweeney.

1st place team event - Grace Mc Sweeney, Aisling Cronin, Kacie O Shea and Aleksandra Kowalik
 2nd place team event - Beibhin Butler, Clara Weight and Caolfhinn Conway

The girls worked extremely hard composing their routines, choreographing to music and timing the moves
with their team, practicing every Tuesday at lunch time.

Well done to all the girls and their coach Ms. Tobin on their excellent performances and their great win

 
Computer Science
Our school has been selected by the Department of Education to introduce the new Leaving Certificate
Computer Science next September 18 for 5th year students. We are the only school selected in Tipperary.

Junk Kouture
Four outfits from Pres Clonmel reach the All Ireland Junk Kouture Final 2018.

 Six creative outfits represented the Presentation Secondary school Clonmel students at the Southern
Regional Final of Junk Kouture in the University Concert Hall in Limerick in March. Junk Kouture encourages
second level students across the country to create eccentric outfits using only recycled material.

Amazingly four of our outfits qualified for the All Ireland final takes place at the 3Arena in Dublin on Thursday
27th April. Congratulations to the girls on their achievements and their teachers Ms. Murphy & Ms. Mairead
Fennell

 ‘Bright and Bootiful’ is designed by Cailin Napier, Ella Traas, Caelainn McGrath and modelled by Caelainn
McGrath. It’s concept is based on World Cup 2018 in Russia. Materials such as football boots, insoles, laces,
football gloves, astro turf grass were used to manufacture the costume. The various colours represent the
different nations coming together to celebrate their love of sport.

‘Expressivo’ is designed by Sarah Ni Cheallaigh and Allana Gilbert and modelled by Allanna Gilbert.It’s
concept is about expressing yourself. Inspired by suicide awareness, the inside parts of a piano were used to
relay the message that it is what is inside that counts, not the outside. The girls used the musical term
‘Expressivo’ for the name of their costume.

 ‘Bellatrix’ is designed by Saoirse Ryan, Claire Nagle, Lauren Cooney and modelled by Lauren Cooney.Their
concept is based on Gender Equality. Washing Clothes lines and Dolly pegs were used in creating the outfit.
They used pink and blue clothes line colours to show that both colours should be equal.

Final costume is ‘Dea Di Allumino’,designed by Lauren Moriarty, Rachel Dorney and modelled by Aoife
Walsh. Their concept is about giving women strength and courage to face a bright future by staying together
in unity. The costume is made from 10,000 ring tabs from Coke cans.

Voting for the costumes starts online from Monday 2nd April to Friday 6th.You can vote for all four costumes.
 Best of luck to the group in the All Ireland final in April.

CSPE Project
Well done to our Third year class (3.28) who organised Teachers v Students Soccer match in aid of Clonmel
Soup Kitchen. Over 250 euro was raised by the students. Of course, the Teachers team had a great 2-0 win
.A big thank you to all the students who attended the match which was played in miserable conditions and to
Class 3.28 for organising the event.

Positivity Week 2018
Students at the Presentation Secondary School Clonmel enjoyed an action packed week of activities during
Positivity Week in March 2018.The week focused on the physical and mental health well-being of all
members of our school community. Events such as Zumba, Yoga class, Open Mic in the canteen, inter year
dodge ball competition, Computer Competitions, and Teachers v Students soccer Match. Also, the school
community enjoyed uplifting stories on the intercom through our daily morning prayer. On Friday, we held an
‘Open Mike’ session in the Assembly Hall which entertained the audience. The week ended with a visit from
Shauna O’Keeffe, International Boxer, past student who spoke to each year group regarding her career and
being resilience in the pursuit of one owns career. There was a great response to the talk which the students
found really interesting and worthwhile. Our thanks to the members of the Student Council and Ms. Kathriona
Murphy who organised the week.
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Spring Edition 

Welcome to the first newsletter of 

2018! A new group of Journalism stu-

dents in Transition Year have worked 

to capture some of the highlights as 

we enter what is our 200th year in 

operation. Congratulations to our 

Junior Camogie team who clinched 

the All Ireland title this month which 

stands out as a highlight from another 

busy term at Grogan’s Road. Enjoy! 

Presentation Wexford 2-10 

Castlecomer CS  1-11 

AET  

Waterford IT 

An Ailis ‘Messi’ Neville inspired Junior Camogie team clinched All Ireland glory this 

month after a monumental battle with Castlecomer Community School saw the sides go 

hammer and thongs for the third time this season. Having clinched the Leinster title at 

their Kilkenny counterparts’ expense, our girls held their nerve in a replay that incredibly 

also went to extra time. The skill and mental strength of the panel and selectors ensured 

they came through as two point winners and manager Mr Hackett declared it a proud 

moment for Presentation Wexford.  

‘It’s an incredible achievement from the girls who deserve everything they have achieved. 

They have worked hard all year and that showed on the pitch. They’re a tight knit bunch 

and the character and skill they showed over the three games is a credit to the school and 

everyone involved. The girls were asked before extra time if they wanted success or sym-

pathy and they went out and made sure it was the former.” 

The win caps an incredible season for our camogie panels following on from the Junior 

Leinster title win after our senior girls were also crowned Leinster champions. Congratu-

lations to all of the players and mentors Mr Hackett, Mr Walsh, Ms Murphy, Mr Stafford 

and Mr Browne on a season to remember.  

All–Ireland Glory for Junior  

Camogie Stars 

Salute the Winners 

Mr Rolston points to our All Ireland winning 

mentors.  



Principal’s  

Address 

 

It is now an extremely busy time in school, students prepare for orals, practicals and project work for their 

exams. We wish them all continued success. 

Massive congratulations to our Junior Camogie Team on becoming ALL-IRELAND champions after an extra 

time in a replay. We are all so proud of you all and what you have achieved over the last year. A special word 

of thanks and major gratitude to the team of Mentors involved with the team, Mr Hackett, Ms Murphy, Mr 

Stafford, Mr Wash and Mr Browne. Thank you also to the Parents, teachers and students who have supported 

the team throughout the year.  We will remember your campaign here in Presentation for a long time to 

come!    

Another massive congratulations to our Second Year basketball team who also brought home silverware to 

the school recently, in their South East region final, the last time we won this was in 2010. A massive well 

done to the girls and their mentor Ms Colfer. We are proud of you all.  

I am also proud to let you all know that we recently announced as a pilot school for Leaving Cert Physical Education, which follows on 

from our recent piloting of Politics & Society for leaving certificate. These two subjects add to the wide variety of subject choice that 

we offer to our students and shows the dedication and commitment of our teaching staff here to new and exciting curriculums. We 

now offer 16 optional subjects to our students for Leaving Certificate.  

Thank you to all the students and teachers involved in both Literacy Week and Seachtain na Gaeilge.  

We have been notified by the Department of Education and Skills that the school will be involved in a Whole School Evaluation on 

Tuesday 17th, Wednesday 18th, and Thursday 19th April 2018. Throughout these three days, the evaluation team will be in the school 

and will visit a selection of classes.   

The evaluation team will visit the school prior to this on Tuesday 10th April to meet with the Principal, the Deputy Principals, the 

Board of Management and representatives of the Parent Association and representatives of the student body.  They will also distribute 

questionnaires to students and parents.  

We welcome this Whole School Evaluation, as it is an opportunity for all of us - students, parents, teachers and management - to show 

all the great work that happens here in the school. 

I am very proud of the school and in particular, of the very many achievements of our students, both past and present, and I am cer-

tain that these achievements are in no small way due to the co-operation and support of parents.  I want to take this opportunity to 

acknowledge and to thank you once again for your ongoing support as we work together for the good of all students here in Presenta-

tion. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to remind Parents/Guardians, and students, that entry for students is only on Grogan’s Road. For any 

one driving into school, can I ask that you please take your speed slowly as students and teachers are often walking through the 

grounds of the school. 

Finally, as Easter approaches fast, I thank everyone for their continued hard work on behalf of the school. I encourage students to put 

their heads down in final preparation for exams, awards etc. your hard work will pay off in the end. 

Please take the time to read our newsletter, which is just a snapshot of what goes on here in Presentation Wexford. Thank you Mr 

Gaynor and your reporters. 

‘Futurewize’ 1st Years 

Well done to our first year science students for completing the 

Futurewize STEM programme this term. Thank you Odile from 

EPA Ireland for volunteering to share your knowledge of STEM 

with the students. Here they are pictured with Mr Ryan, Ms 

Dooley, Mr Stafford and Odile.  



 

Comhghairdeas , Buaiteoirí na Scoláireachtaí 2018  

 

I mbliana bhuaigh Caoimhe Hill agus Aoife Burke, daltaí ón Dara Bli-

ain páirtscoláireachtaí chuig Coláiste Laighean. 

D'oibrigh na daltaí a ghlac páirt inti, go dian i mbeirteanna, an dúshlán 

a bhí rompu ná an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn, a leathnú agus a 

spreagadh i measc na ndaltaí eile sa scoil. Rinneadh amhránaíocht, 

cluichí le linn na ranganna Gaeilge agus ag an gClub Gaeilge. Bhain 

daltaí na gcéadbhliana an- taitneamh is tairbhe as an bhfoghlaim tríd 

cluichí, spórt agus spraoi. 

Beidh deis ag na daltaí a gcuid Gaeilge a fheabhsú anois le linn an 

tSamhraidh. Beirigí Bua as an Samhradh a chailíní. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 2018  

 

Bhí roinnt mhaith imeachtaí ar siúl mar chuid de Sheachtain na 

Gaeilge 2018 inár scoil. Ghlac na daltaí páirt i dTráth na gCeist. 

Mar gheall ar an drochaimsir a bhí againn an tseachtain roimhe 

sin, chuireamar na himeachtaí go léir ar siúl i rith na ranganna 

Gaeilge i rith na seachtaine seo.  

Bhain na daltaí idir taitneamh is taribhe as an Tráth na gCeist. 

Bhí deis ag an gcéad bhliain, an dara bliain, an tríú bliain agus 

an cúigiú bliain Tráth na gCeist a dhéanamh. Dhírigh na ceis-

teanna ar ghnéithe éagsúla de shaol na mac léinn; spórt; caith-

imh aimsirí agus an ceol, gan ach cuid de na hábhair a lua. Bhí 

siad ag obair i ngrúpaí beaga mar sin, bhí ról áirithe ag chuile 

dhuine sa ghrúpa. Bhí na daltaí ag foghlaim le chéile agus óna 

chéile sa phróiseas foghlama seo. Ansin, bhí orthu freagraí an 

ghrúpa eile a cheartú agus a chomáireamh mar sin, bhí béim á 

chur ar scileanna uimhreachta mar aon le scileanna litear-

thachta sa tasc seo.  

Ina theannta sin, gné suntasach eile mar chuid de Sheachtain na 

Gaeilge ab ea an tSeamróg. Ba cuid larnach ab ea an gníomh seo. 

Tharraing agus Ghearr an chéad bhliain seamróga amach agus 

cuireadh timpeall na scoile iad. Ba léiriú iontach ab ea iad ar 

oidhreacht agus stair na hÉireann. Cuireadh na seamróga seo ar 

na ballaí timpeall na scoile ansin. Tá siad le feiceáil i láthair na 

huaire ann agus is siombail tábhachtach iad dár dteanga 

dhúchais.  

Anuas air seo, cuireadh an céilí ar siúl i halla na scoile i rith na 

seachtaine chomh maith. Ghlac daltaí na hIdirbhliana páirt ann. 

Chuir siad feabhas ar a dtuiscint ar na rincí éagsúla agus thaitin 

na rincí nua go mór leo chomh maith. Ní dhéanfaidh siad dear-

mad ar an lá seo go deo na ndeor.    

 



Carlingford 

February saw a return to Carlingford Adventure 

Centre for our Transition Years and it surely didn’t 

disappoint. From Ziptopia to kayaking with laser 

tag thrown in between, another incredible few 

days were enjoyed by the students and staff. 

Here’s what they had to say: 

“It’s my  favourite week of the year . Loved 

it from start to finish. The girls were great 

craic and didn’t let the bad weather damp-

en their spirits “- Mr Hackett 

 

“It was great we had loads of fun. There 

was a good range of activities and I really 

enjoyed all of it” - Aislinn O’Sullivan 

 

“The best week ever packed with fun, 

adrenaline and aching joints. Amazing 

year spirit. Fantastic bunch of girls. “ - Ms. 

L. Murphy  

Pres Girls Bank Honours Thanks 

to AIB 

 

The Be You TY Bank claimed the prize for Backing Your Com-

munity at the national AIB Build A Bank awards held at the RDS 

in March. The group, comprised of Shonagh Barry, Shauna 

Sinnott, Ava McGarry, Aine Fitzgerald, Jessica Sludds-Byrne 

and Katie Cunningham have worked hard all year with the help 

of Mr Hackett and all at AIB Wexford. Congratulations ladies.  

Junk Kouture  

Julia Sanina models our Junk Kouture 

entry ‘Homeless Not Hopeless’ which 

made it to the regional qualifiers at the 

Helix Arena in Dublin. Congratulations 

to all involved. 

TYs pictured at the showing of Legally Blonde at the Bord Gais 

Energy Theatre.  
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The experience of exhilaration and rush going down the mountain was a sight to behold. Successfully or not getting to the bot-

tom and looking up, I feel the pupils were filled with pride and accomplishment.  This year's group of TY student really grew in 

confidence learning new skills, enhanced their social skills travelling to a foreign country, and not to mention improved their 

balance and coordination.  The highlight of the week had to be the progression of all thorough the week.  We learned that perse-

verance was the key to success and that if we weren’t falling we weren’t trying hard enough.  By the end of the week it is safe to 

say that everyone including Mr. O’Leary had become accomplished skiers. 

Each evening the students had the opportunity to relax, catch up with friends, and to take part in a number of extra-curricular 

activities. Whether this was Zumba, card games, swimming, bobsledding, a night-time hike up the Alps, or the light show on our 

last night in Marilleva, memories that will last a lifetime to say the least. All in all, I can personally say that it was one of the best 

school trip's that I have ever had the opportunity to be involved in. From the get go, the pupils were fantastic, behaviour wise 

they were exemplary and have set the standards very high for the coming years.  

Marilleva 2018 

Mr Nugent reflects on a week on the 

slopes.  

Departing School Street on Friday the 9th of Feb-

ruary 42 students and 4 extremely brave teachers 

navigated their way to the slopes of Marilleva 

1400 in Italy on this year’s TY ski trip. After a 

‘short’ bus trip from Milan there is nothing more 

exciting during the school term than hopping on 

the ski lift, heading up top to the slopes and climb-

ing in anticipation. While on the slopes through-

out the week it was clear to see the thrill that the 

pupils gained by getting down without 'falling', 

listening attentively to the directions of 

‘snowplough’ by the ski instructors and taking the 

magnificent views of the world that surrounded 

us.  

French Exchange  

This term saw our friends from Parthenay visit our shores 

and what a time they had! A big thank you to Ms Pac Kenny 

and all of the host families for being so accommodating and 

making the students feel so welcome. Our girls are already 

looking forward to the return trip at the end of April. 

German Exchange 

Heute morgen hießen wir unsere Austauschschülerinnen von dem 

Lessing Gymnasium in Köln herzlich willkommen! Unser Schullei-

ter Herr Ryan und unsere Stellvertreterin Frau Ryan waren auch 

dabei! #Austausch #Fremdsprachenlernen Wir wünschen ihnen 

einen schönen Aufenthalt bei uns!  

A big welcome to our friends from Cologne, pictured with their 

host students, Mr Ryan, Ms Ryan & Ms Killackey.  



The school learned of fantastic news this term when it 

was announced that it would be one of the chosen 

schools to run a new pilot for Leaving Cert PE from the 

next academic year.  

Following on from the successful piloting of Politics & 

Society, the school was one of 65 schools chosen nation-

wide to take part in the programme and PE teacher Mr 

Doran outlined how the course will look. 

‘The course looks at lots of different areas– there are 

elements of PE, business, sports science, critical think-

ing and cultural studies to it...that’s very exciting.’  

Assessment for the course is broken down as 50% writ-

ten examination, 30% performance assessment and 20% 

on a project and Mr Ryan revealed his delight at the 

move.  

‘A huge cohort of our students are already very physical-

ly active and we’ve always been known for attracting 

students with sporting backgrounds.’  

Literacy Week 

Try as it might, Storm Emma couldn’t stand in the 

way of Literacy Week 2018 with another jam-packed 

week of literary fun rolled out by Ms Power and her 

library team. From blackout poetry to emoji book 

quizzes and of course our costumes on World Book 

Day, staff and students were treated to a host of ac-

tivities once more during one of the highlight weeks 

in the school calendar.  

 

Presentation Chosen as PE 

Pilot School 



 

Triple Crown for  

Presentation Camogie 

 

2018 will certainly be a year to remember for sport and ca-

mogie in particular for Presentation Secondary School with 

three titles secured in a whirlwind campaign.  

First it was the turn of our senior side to clinch the Leinster 

‘B’ final with a 1-9 to 0-7 win over Abbey CC back in Janu-

ary. After racing ahead in a breath-taking first half, the girls 

held their nerve to endure the Abbey onslaught that came 

their way in the second half, showing ‘savage’ heart and de-

termination in the process. Captain Aisling Byrne slotted 

two points with Lauren Murphy also splitting the posts be-

fore Ailis Neville (0-5) and Emma Sweeney (1-1) notched to 

ensure a memorable victory for our players and mentors. 

 The second piece of silverware for the school came in the 

shape of a Leinster Junior Camogie Title courtesy of their 

first win of the season over Kilkenny school Castlecomer CS 

by a scoreline of 1-10 to 2-6.  

Ailis Neville continued her fine scoring form from the sen-

ior final adding another 0-8 to our tally while it was Emma 

Dempsey’s turn to raise the green flag as she rattled the net 

on their way to a remarkable one point win.  

And finally as reported earlier, it was the incredible rematch 

with Castlecomer in the Junior All –Ireland Final, that went 

to a replay, that eventually saw Presentation Wexford reach 

the summit of Junior Camogie in Ireland for the first time.  

Congratulations to all of the players and mentors– the en-

tire school community is very proud of you all.  

Our Leinster Senior  ‘B’ Champions 2018 



 

Active Schools Committee which consists of 

students from all years conducted Student 

Physical Activity research in the form of an 

Active schools survey. As a result of the sur-

vey the Active Schools Committee have or-

ganised Just Dance on Wednesdays, Hip-

Hop on Thursdays and a walking club Tues-

day to Friday so far, resulting in more stu-

dents and teachers being more active, more 

often! Well done all.  

South East Title for 2nd Year Basketballers 

A late, late basket from Rita Redmond ensured Presentation Wexford 

clinched the South East ‘C’ 2nd Year Basketball title for the first time since 

2010. In a low scoring battle with GC Ceatharlach, our girls showed great skill 

and determination to come out on top in 12-10 scoreline. Congratulations to 

all the girls and Ms Colfer.  

All Ireland Playoffs for Seniors 

In January, the senior team made the long journey to Ballybunion in 

Kerry to participate in the All Ireland League Playoffs.  In our first 

game we came up against Colaiste Pobail Scoil Setanta. Unfortunately, 

a slow start in the first quarter haunted us as we didn’t overhaul their 

lead fully, but played some expansive, attacking basketball. 

Further games against the hosts Ballybunion and Macroom from Cork 

saw the girls work hard and put together some great play in parts, but 

both oppositions proved too strong for us and two loses were recorded. 

There was much to be taken from our All Ireland experience. We bid 

farewell to our sixth years Siobhan, Deirdre and Eman at the end of this 

year. The three girls had a great season. Uxua will also be moving on as 

she returns to Spain at the end of the academic year, but there is a 

wealth of talent in Transition and Fifth year to compete for court time 

as well as a dynamic set of third years who will be moving into the sen-

ior category next year. 

The team were: Siobhan Doolan & Deirdre Byrne (Joint Captains), 

Eman Osman, Ciara Harrington, Mairead Nolan, Uxua Oteiza, Coast 

Moroney, Kaitlyn Maher, Kayleigh Furlong, Joy Barry Cousins, Aisling 

Fanning, Sinead Furlong and Aroa Martinez Musito (who returned to 

Spain before Christmas). 

Our Celtics also did very well this year reaching the quarter final stage 

where they were defeated by an excellent Castlecomer team while the 

Dragons will finish their campaign after Easter.   



CEIST Conference 

March saw a proud day for the school with Shona 

Kavanagh lighting the CEIST candle as the school 

enters our 200th year. Hre are girls are photo-

graphed with Ms Hartnett before the start of the 

CEIST student leadership conference.  

Nano Nagle Place 

Thank you to Nano Nagle Place for 

reconnecting Rang Frossach and our 

Senior Nano 300 ambassadors to our 

origins. The icing on the cake of our 

Junior Cert projects on the use of 

icons in communities of faith. A quali-

ty experience from start to finish. 

League Cup For Equestrian Stars 

 

Bank holiday Monday 19th March saw the final of the novice showjumping 

league come to a finish. In its first year the league kicked off in September with 

5 legs being ran throughout the school year. With two wins and two placings 

our novice green team of Emily Roche, Lauren Reck, Katie Cullen & Ciara 

Moore headed into the final lying in 4th place. With double points on offer & 

an amazing win in the final leg meant they were now joint first in the league 

with the Loreto/St. Mary's. Because we were the winners in the final we se-

cured the league cup. 

Our novice green team made up of Emily Roche, Michaela Walsh, Alisha Derry 

& Alice Mulligan also put in great performances throughout the league regular-

ly bringing home ribbons. They placed 6th on the day in the final and also 

brought home 6th place in the league. Presentation Wexford were the only 

school to have two teams placed in the league.  

A mention must also go to Megan Murray Byrne, Portia Cahill  & Erin Reville 

who jumped on teams throughout the league to help us win some ribbons but 

were unable to compete at the final. 

I am so proud of each and every one of these girls. The hard work and dedica-

tion behind the scenes often goes unnoticed by others but how they performed 

and behaved today and throughout the year made me very proud to be on 

Team Presentation Wexford. Well done girls!   
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Well done Abbie! 

Mr Ryan addresses the crowd as our school community came 

together to honour our All Ireland Camogie Champions. 

 
Abbie Devereux, pictured here with her 

teacher Ms Hartnett, finished an incredible 
2nd place in the Odlums CEIST National 
Bake Off this term. Congratulations Abbie! 

Our girls proudly went orange this term in 

support of Cycle Against Suicide 

TY students meeting 2fm DJ Eoghan McDermott at 

AIB ‘Future Sparks’ event at the RDS.  
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Munster Football Champions
Loreto Mullingar 1-5 Pres Thurles 3-8

 

Pres Thurles qualified for the 2018 All Ireland Senior football final after a pulsating victory in Mullingar on
Wednesday afternoon. In atrocious conditions Pres captain Aoife Maher won the coin toss and opted to play
with the elements and this would prove to be a pivotal moment. The Pres girls immediately set about setting a
target for the Mullingar girls to match when their turn to play with the gale force wind would arrive. Lauren
McCormack, Saoirse O'Meara and Jenny Irwin fired over points in the opening minutes as Pres Thurles
dominated the early exchanges. Casey Hennessy delivered the first big score of the afternoon when she
burst through the Mullingar defence before firing to the back of the net. This score was quickly added to by a
neatly taken point from Ciara Dwan. With such a strong wind at their backs the Pres girls knew they needed
to set a big target for their Westmeath counterparts and on the stroke of halftime Ciara Dwan fired home an
unstoppable shot to raise a second green flag. The second half was all about the Pres rearguard action and
Marie Creedon was outstanding as she repelled waves of Mullingar attacks. Aoife Maher, Niamh Ryan, Aoife
Finlay, Dervla Heffernan and Ellen Moore made crucial interventions throughout this half as Mullingar started
to chip away at the Pres Thurles lead. Loreto Mullingar fired over 1-4 without reply to narrow the gap to just
four points but a Pres breakaway led by Katie Ryan and Muireann O'Connell saw the brilliant Casey
Hennessy fire home another goal to take all of the momentum away from Loreto and book the Thurles girls a
place back in the All Ireland final for the second year running. The girls will now play Glenamaddy Community
School from Galway on the 15th of April.

 

Gymnastics
This week fifteen of our first and second years competed in a gymnastics competition held in Loreto
Secondary School Clonmel. It proved to be a very enjoyable day out for the girls, many of whom received
multiple medals for their fantastic gymnastic ability. Other schools who participated on the day included
Presentation and Loreto schools. A gymnastic competition like this has not happened in recent years and it is
fantastic to see such interest in the sport again. The quality of routines on the day was very high with girls
from all schools showing off some great skills in flexibility and body control. We look forward to attending
more days like this and the girls are busy working towards improving their performance for future
competitions.

All Ireland Soccer Champions!!

The All Ireland Champions!! Pictured are the Pres Thurles Senior A Soccer Team who beat Moville
Community College 2-0 to win the FAI Schools Senior Girls National Cup Final . Also included are Principal
Marie Collins, their coach Mr Ryan, and John Lillis(BOI representative).

Senior Athletics

The Presentation Thurles Senior Athletics team who took bronze in the Munster Cross Country
Championships.

Junk Kouture
On Monday 5th of March our Transition Year students Sophie Dooley, Matilda Magner, Ciara Treacy, Lillian
Hayden, Aoibheann Duggan, Leah Dwyer and Eimear Campion travelled to the Helix in Dublin to take part in
this years Junk Kouture Regional Final. They set off early that morning and were prepared for a big day
ahead! On arrival, they were thrown straight into catwalk rehearsals, interviews with the judges and then
straight into preparations for the public final that night. The crowd cheered as the fifty-two acts showcased
their fabulous creations made entirely from recycled materials. The level of talent and artistic skill was
amazing and our two models, Lillian Hayden and Ciara Treacy wore their costumes with great pride. Despite
not progressing to the finals they represented the school and themselves in exemplary fashion and we are
very proud of them. A big thank you to their Art teacher Mrs O’Sullivan for all her hard work and dedication in
the lead up to the competition.

Pres Thurles TY students and their costumes, Laoch Feirme and Queen Maeve are pictured at the Regional
Finals of this years Junk Kouture competition.

100 Students Visit Rome
Early morning on the 7th of March, a group of one hundred students and staff set off for Rome. We were all
very excited and couldn’t wait to see the beautiful city, try the traditional food and experience the culture. Our
first stop was to Rome’s most famous classical ruin The Colosseum. We then went on a walking tour of the
city, stopping at the Forum, enjoying an ice cream by the Trevi Fountain and admiring the impressive dome of
the Pantheon. On the second day, we visited the Vatican Museums which contain masterpieces of painting,
sculpture and other works of art collected by the various Popes through the centuries. The highlight of the
day was the Sistine Chapel, which is the site of the Papal conclave, the process by which a new pope is
selected. The fame of the Sistine Chapel lies mainly in the frescos that decorate the interior including The
Last Judgment by Michelangelo which was of great interest to the artists among us. We then went to the
Gianicolo , one of Rome’s highest hills to enjoy a breath-taking panorama of the city. We rounded off the
evening with a masterclass in Pizza making. Day three took us out of the city to the ancient ruins of Pompeii
near Naples. All one hundred of us climbed to the summit of Mount Vesuvius whose eruption in AD79
destroyed and buried the city of Pompeii under volcanic ash, it was an amazing experience. On our final day
we visited the Catacombs where early Christians and nine popes were laid to rest. We explored some of the
eighteen miles of tunnel where dozens of martyrs are buried. This trip to Rome was an extremely enjoyable
one where great friendships were forged and memories made along with the valuable educational and
cultural knowledge that we attained.

Pres Thurles TY students are pictured on their recent annual school trip to Rome. Here they visited the
Colosseum, The Vatican, The Trevi Fountain, The Catacombes,and Pompeii(to name but a few!!) as well as
being treated to some spectacular walking tours of the city. Overall they had a magnificent time and a huge
thank you to all their teachers for travelling with them.

German Scholarship
Congratulations to Transition Year student Eimear Campion, who performed exceptionally well in her German
Junior Certificate 2017. Eimear is eligible for a scholarship awarded by the Embassy of the Federal Republic
of Germany. Congratulations to Eimear and her teacher Ms Roisín Ryan.

CEIST Student Leadership Conference
On Tuesday 13th of March three fifth year students Aoife Max, Ciara Trainor and Laura Fanneran attended
the CEIST Student Leadership conference with their teacher Susan McGee. Students participated in
workshops encouraging and celebrating student leadership in schools. Students were addressed by
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, organisers of the World Meeting of Families and the inspirational Fr Phillip
Mulryne who was ordained recently. Fr Phillip, who featured in a recent episode of Nationwide traded the
glamourous life of a Man United football career to train as a priest. Ephrem Feeley’s hymn, the official hymn
of The World Meeting of Families was taught to the students during the day. This was a very enriching day for
our students.
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Presentation Waterford News
Friday 16th March 2018

Tara Ramasawmy qualifies for the SIAB Schools' International
Cross Country

Congratulations to Tara Ramasawmy who has qualified for the SIAB Schools' International Cross Country in
Nottingham on Saturday 24th March 2018 after coming 9th in the All Ireland School's in Carriganore on
Saturday 10th March.

TY Musical
Congratulations to our TYs on a very successful musical ‘The Addams Family’.

Lycee Jules Rieffel, St Herblain visit Presentation Waterford
  

Last month we hosted students and teachers from Lycee Jules Rieffel, St Herblain. Whilst here they attended
classes, visited Waterford Crystal, walked the Greenway and enjoyed a night of musical entertainment at the
TY musical The Addams Family.

WIT President’s Award

  
Past Pupil Dominika Kuzniar was a recipient of the WIT President’s Award. Deputy Principal Ruth Gallen and
Guidance Counsellor Declan Murphy were at the ceremony this week in WIT.

Active Historian 2018
The Active Historian Competition has been running in the school since 2006. All 1st years are asked to make
a model that represents a period in History that they have studied in 1st year. This competition is kindly
sponsored by the school Tuck Shop. The entries include models of Newgrange, Early Christian monasteries,
Roman aqueducts, dolmens, Neolithic weapons. Parents and 6th class students from the Presentation
Primary school attended an exhibition of the entries.

Once again the standard was extremely high, and the overall winner was Jane Reinl for her wonderful life-
size model of a Roman Soldier. Second prize was awarded to Shannon Flynn for her amazing Stone Castle
and third prize wen tot Ruby Ahearne for beautiful Ardagh Chalice.

 Jane Reinl- 1st Prize
  

 Shannon Flynn 2nd Prize

 Ruby Rosa Ahearne - 3rd Prize
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St. Brigid's Killarney News
Friday 16th March 2018

All Ireland Football Final

The staff and students of St.Brigid's wish to congratulate the Junior B football team who are through to the All
-Ireland Final. The girls played Eureka Secondary School, Kells in Freshford, Co. Kilkenny on Thursday. They
claimed a fantastic victory in a thrilling game that went down to the final whistle beating their opponents by
one point. The final score was 1-7 to 1-6. They have now claimed their place in the All-Ireland final with the
fixture to be confirmed.

 The school is very proud of them.

Young Environmentalist Awards

We entered our project about the relationship between air pollution and lichen in the Young Environmentalist
Awards 2018. We got through to the semi-finals in UCC. We had a twenty minute pitch with four experts. Our
project took a lot of hard work and dedication but it was definitely worth it in the end. We really enjoyed the
experience and we learned so much on our journey. We can’t wait to see where our work gets us in the future
and hope to reach the final which will be held in Dublin.

By Ava D. Moynihan.
  

CEIST Leadership Conference 2018

 

On the 13th of March 2018, 3 Senior Student Council members, Aileen Healy, Rebecca Walsh & Áine
O’Connor were chosen to represent the school at the annual CEIST Leadership conference accompanied by
Ms. Brosnan in St. Patricks College in DCU Dublin.

 

We departed from Killarney at 06:30am and arrived in Dublin at 09:30. From the station we got a taxi to the
college. We were welcomed by members of CEIST and were given a light breakfast before we proceeded
into the conference hall where we were given a very warm welcome by the Archbishop of Dublin Mr Diarmuid
Martin. He opened the conference with a beautiful prayer. The Chairperson of the WMOF (World Meeting of
Families) then gave a very interesting speech about the work of the WMOF. He encouraged students to
volunteer at this particular event which takes place in Dublin in August, which we are considering doing as it
would be a great opportunity.

We were divided into 5 different groups/rooms, each group being assigned a different coloured wristband. All
the students introduced themselves. Various schools made presentations about the work they do in their
schools. This gave us an insight into the different clubs and groups they have in their schools.

After lunch we headed to the Chaplin where we were privileged to listen to Philip Mulryne tell his story about
how he was a very successful soccer player playing for Manchester United and had everything he could ever
dream of having things such as lots of money, a fancy car, nice clothes etc. but it just did not make him happy
so he decided to give it up and start a new career, he then decided to give up his Ferrari along with all his
nice things and become a priest. He was ordained 6 months ago and he now loves his career and what he
does. Hearing his story was one of the highlights of our day as it was a truly moving and inspiring story which
thought us to always do what makes us happy and anything is possible once you work hard enough.

The conference finished at roughly 3pm so we then got a taxi to the station and awaited our train home, we
arrived in Killarney at 20:20.

Overall we thoroughly enjoyed the day and learnt lots of new lessons and are very grateful that we got such a
wonderful opportunity.

By Áine O’Connor 
 LCA1 

  

St Brigid’s Go Yellow for Daffodil Day
St Brigid’s Presentation Secondary School held their annual Daffodil Day fundraiser on Friday in aid of the
Irish Cancer Society.

Yellow was the theme of the day to raise awareness of the worthy cause and students and staff wore their
most vibrant yellow attire with prizes for the best dressed. The students were quite adventurous in their outfits
and a fun-filled atmosphere prevailed through the day.

The school also held a bake sale with mouth-watering pastries arriving from home, much to the delight of
everybody.

Additionally, a raffle took place thanks to the support of sponsors who most generously donated many prizes.
 “None of this would be possible without the enthusiasm of the students, the sponsors and the staff,” said St

Brigid’s PRO Vivienne Buckley.

Many thanks to the students who were involved and who volunteered their time to support Daffodil Day. A
special word of thanks to the Student Council and their teacher, Ms. Coffey who collected the monies. The
proceeds of the events will be presented to the Killarney branch of the Irish Cancer Society who do such
wonderful work,” she added.
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St. Columba's College, Stranorlar News
Tuesday 27th March 2018

Sport
March has been a very successful month at St. Columba's College. In sport our u15 boys soccer team won
the Ulster final and are preparing for the All Ireland final which they will play on 10th April. Our u16 hurling
team have won through to the Ulster final and the 1st year boys soccer team have won through to the Ulster
semi-final. We wish these teams the best of luck in their matches which will be played after Easter.

 Under 16 Hurling Team

 Under 15 Hurling Team 

 1st Year Boys Soccer Team

 
Fundraising
Congratulations to Tristian Whitney, a 5th year student who raised €600 in school, shaving his hair off as part
of the Today FM ‘shave or dye’ fundraiser for the Irish Cancer Society. Many staff and students filled the
college hall in support of Tristian and this very worthy cause. Well done also to our 6th years who raised €352
selling daffodils on the day.

 A no uniform day held in the college raised €1200 for our Lenten Charity Appeal. The money raised will go to
a very worthy project in Tanzania - The Matumaini Centre, run by the Holy Union Sisters.

 Daffodil Day

 Tristan Whitney with Principal Tom Rowan

 
Academic
Two of our students David Bonner and Sinead Traynor represented St. Columba's College at the Chemistry
Olympiad in DCU. Well done to both students for their participation in this prestigious event in which over
ninety students from all over the country took part. A special congratulations to David who finished in third
place.

 Chemistry Olympiad David Bonner and Sinead Traynor

 
Debating
St. Columba's College debating team travelled to Dublin to participate in the European Council Model Debate
Competition. In this competition schools are selected to represent a country within the EU. Twenty eight
schools from across Ireland travelled to Dublin to discuss The Future of Europe. The St. Columba's team
were given the task of representing the views of Luxembourg. Over the course of three hours of heated
debate, the schools put forward their arguments and counter arguments on the future of the EU. After a
competitive day, the team which was comprised of Rachel White, Siobhan Doyle and Evan Carron-Kee were
awarded 2nd place and won an iPad each.

 Debating Team

Enterprise
Well done to three of our Transition Year mini companies who took part in the county final of the Student
Enterprise Competition in Letterkenny. Buidéal Bake (Molly Patton, Zara Cassidy & Siobhan Doyle), Kilerty
Creations (Georgia Laverty and Anna Quinn Kilcoyne) and St Columba’s Calendars (Laura Whelan and
Rachel Bonner) represented the College at the final. Congratulations to Buidéal Bake who won second place
overall.

 
CEIST Leadership Conference
Three of our 5th years Ronan Mc Ginty, Rachel White and Ciaran Traynor attended the annual CEIST
Student Leadership Conference in St. Patrick's College, Drumcondra. The students had a very enjoyable day
attending workshops, meeting students from other CEIST schools and listening to the speakers on the day,
particularly Fr. Philip Mulryne who spoke about the importance of finding fulfilment and contentment in life.

 David Bonner and Sinead Traynor at the CEIST Student Leadership Conference
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NEWS from St. Mary’s Secondary School,
Macroom
Tuesday 20th March 2018

Wellbeing Week
As part of our ongoing commitment to the holistic development of our students, the school organised a
“Wellbeing Week” from the 12th to 16th of March. Presentations from outside speakers were made on:
Coping with Anxiety, Internet Safety, Lifestyle Choices, Anti-Bullying and the Q.P.R. ( Question, Persuade ,
Report when someone is suicidal) Training as well as workshops on yoga, knitting, felting, circuit training,
candle making and reading.

5K Park Fun Run
A 5K Park Run took place on Tuesday, 13th March, from 2.15-4.00pm in the Castle Grounds to raise funds
for the Lourdes Pilgrimage in June. Two of our fifth year students, Hannah Murphy and Meadhbh Carroll will
be helping the invalids on the Cloyne Pilgrimage.

French Exchange
The annual French Exchange between St. Mary’s/De la Salle, Macroom and St. Genes, Bordeaux continues.
We had the French exchange students with us in Macroom during the past week. They enjoyed the tradition
of staying with their Irish families and attending secondary school. The return journey for our students will
take place in April. Long lasting memories and friendships have resulted from this well established school
exchange.

German Exchange
The first leg of the German exchange took place between St. Mary’s Secondary School and Oberhachinger
Gymnasium in Munich from the 10th- 17th of March. In total, twenty-six German boys and girls stayed with
their host families and attended school and going on excursions to Cork, Cobh and Cahir. Their farewell
dinner took place in the Auld Triangle on Friday last. The Irish students will return to Munich from the 9th-
17th of April. Congratulations to all involved on such a successful exchange.

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Seachtain na Gaeilge i Scoil Mhuire, Clochar na Trócaire, Maigh Chromtha.

D’éirigh go hiontach I mbliana le Seachtain na Gaeilge sa scoil. Is féile idirnáisiúnta Ghaeilge í Seachtain na
Gaeilge, atá ar an gceiliúradh is mó dár dteanga agus dár gcultúr dúchais a bhíonn ar siúl in Éirinn agus in go
leor tíortha eile gach bliain. Thug an fhéile deis dár scoil sult a bhaint as an nGaeilge trí fhéilire imeachtaí
siamsúla agus spraíúla a chur ar fáil dos na daltaí agus d’fhoireann na scoile. Bhí daltaí eachtranacha againn
sa scoil le seachtain anuas agus bhain na daltaí sin, atá ón Fhrainc agus ón Ghearmáin an sult as páirt a
ghlacadh in imeachtaí Seachtain na Gaeilge. Bhí tráth na gceist mór againn agus Céilithe le grúpaí éagsúla
ar feadh na seachtaine. Ina theannta sin bhí ciorcal cómhrá eagraithe ag am lóin ar an Déardaoine agus
bhain an slua a tháinig chuige an-taithneamh as. Bhí ard-mheas ag daltaí na scoile ar imeachtaí Seachtain
na Gaeilge rud a ciallaíonn go bhfuil todhcaí geal ann dár dteanga amach anseo.

Is le gach duine an Ghaeilge, is le gach pobal an Ghaeilge – Bain Triail Aisti
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Official Opening of New Wing for St. Mary's
Nenagh
Tuesday 27th March 2018

 Photos from the official opening of the new music room and new classroom for St. Mary's Nenagh.

 

School Principal Mr. Michael Dinneen, Sr Maureen Mercy Sisters Nenagh and Gerry Watchorn CEIST

School Choir performing for all visitors 

Assembled gathering listening to Gerry Watchorn of CEIST

External View of new wing

Enjoying some refreshments
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