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CEIST eNews Subscription Renewal
 
On the 25th May the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) will come into force under the
EU Data Protection Directive. We at CEIST value
your privacy and want to ensure that you are only
receiving communication from us that is of interest
to you. 
 
If you wish to continue to receive the CEIST eNews
in the future please click the button below to renew
your subscription.  
 

St. Mary’s Midleton Students join
Nuns for lantern-lit procession through
Cork to honour Nano Nagle 
 
Cork city was treated to an unusual spectacle as a
lantern-lit procession made its way from the North
Cathedral to Nano Nagle Place.The Twilight Walk
was organised by the Presentation Sisters to honour
their founder, Nano Nagle. 
“It is 300 years since Nano Nagle was born in 1718
so we felt it was important that we would mark it,
mark the significance of it,” Sister Bride Given said.
“She was an important person for the history of
Ireland, of education and of women and deserves a
good celebration.” 
 
Click here to read more ...

Presentation Thurles Diary 
 
A lot has happened in Presentation
Secondary School Thurles this month including a
fantastic showcase of fashion from local shops and
boutiques at our Annual Fashion Show. Presentation
Thurles also travelled to Limerick to contest the
2018 Minor A All Ireland semi-final against
Connacht champions Coláiste Baile Chlair. 
TY students put on a production of Roddy Doyle's
The Snapper as part of the Holycross Schools Drama
Festival 2018. The TY girls also spent 7 days working
alongside the Hope Foundation. Many thanks to our
5th year Leaving Cert Applied students who sold
daffodils to staff and students in aid of the Irish
Cancer Society’s Daffodil Day. 
 
Click here to read more ...

Our Lady’s Castleblayney Students
become MEPs for a day 
 
Students from Our Lady’s Secondary School had the
unique opportunity to act as Members of the
European Parliament for the day thanks to their
success in the Euroscola competition. The students
won the trip to Strasbourg after making a one
minute video advertisement encouraging young
people to vote. The students’ winning video focused
on Brexit and the border. The key point made in the
video was that Brexit would cause upheaval along
the border. Students also speculated that Brexit
could have been avoided had the franchise been
extended to 16 and 17 year olds in the UK. It was
both a timely and innovative advert that seemed to
capture the zeitgeist. 
 
Click here to read more ....

Coláiste Bríde Enniscorthy Spring
Newsletter 
 
A lot has happened in Coláiste Bríde Enniscorthy

including Garda Youth Award, South East Radio

Outstanding Junior Achievement Award and

Teacher of the Year Award winners. It has been an

extremely busy period for our TY competing in

events such as the Junk Kouture and Mini-Company

School Final X-Cel Entrepreneurial Competition.

Students also attended the CEIST Student

Leadership Conference and competed in the CEIST

Bake Off. 

 

Click here to read more ….
 

St.Brigid's Killarney Captains Day
Croke Park
 
The Lidl All Ireland football ‘Captain’s Day’ took
place on Wednesday 11th April in Croke Park Co.
Dublin. Anna Clifford and Ciara Randles represented
St. Brigid’s on the day. The day was organised by the
LGFA and their main sponsor Lidl Ireland. The
Junior and Senior captains who will be playing in the
All Ireland schools finals were all present and
proudly represented their schools colours. The day
was a massive success and hugely important for
publicising these important games while also
promoting the ever growing sport of ladies football.  
 
Click here to read more .... 
 

St. Joseph’s Castlebar Transition
Years trip to Berlin
 
Transition Year students and teachers from St.

Joseph’s Secondary School, Castlebar had an action

packed four day trip to Berlin over the Easter

holidays. The European trip is a highlight of the

Transition Year and is eagerly anticipated by the

students. The students enjoyed a guided tour of the

city, shopping in a flea market and a visit to the

beautiful town of Potsdam and the New Palace in

Sansscouci Park.  

 

Click here to read more ....

Our Lady of Mercy Beaumont News
 
Green Flag 
Congrats to the Eco committee and their teachers on
achieving a Green Flag for the school. All their hard
work is making a difference. 
 
Wellbeing Activities 
Well done to all who are enjoying Wellbeing Week
activities this week.
 

Coláiste Muire Ballymote - Texaco Art
Awards
 
Congratulations to Jack McGrath (5th year) on his

win in the 64th Texaco Children's Art Competition.

Jack won third prize in Category A with his entry

entitled 'Wisdom'. Jack, along with his family,

attended the Royal Hibernian Academy in Dublin to

collect his award. 

Congratulations also to Coláiste Muire’s girls Table-

Tennis team who came third in the All-Ireland

Table-Tennis finals which were held in the National

Basketball Arena in Tallaght on 26th April. 

 

Click here to read more ....
 

Third All Ireland Win for St. Mary's
Macroom with Specsavers Bank!
 
The School Bank team from St. Mary’s Secondary
School, Macroom have won the All Ireland of the
"AIB Build a Bank Challenge 2018". The
students have won the top prize of €5,000 and €250
each at the AIB Build a Bank Challenge competition
beating opposition from 138 Schools from all over
the country. The school has an absolutely amazing
record in this competition, they have won the
competition three times - in 2010, 2012 and now
again in 2018 and they came 2nd in 2009. 
 
Click here to read more ...

Mount St Michael Rosscarbery Senior
‘B’ County Champions
 
The result of the Cork Post Primary Schools Senior B

football final in Cork IT recently was never in doubt

as Mount St Michael’s dominant display was too

much for Mitchelstown. Mt. St. Michael had clocked

up 1-8 before the north Cork side opened their

scoring and continued with three strong scores. Mt.

St. Michael lead at the break 1-9 to 2-1 – with

Mitchelstown goals from Cathal O’Mahony (rebound

from his penalty save by Aaron O’Brien) and Mark

Keane giving Mitchelstown hope that they could

catch up. 

 

Click here to read more ...

Presentation College Carlow News
 
The International German Olympiad (IDO –
Internationale Deutscholympiade) is the largest
German language contest in the world. Every two
years, students from between fifty and sixty
countries around the world come together to
demonstrate their German knowledge. Above all,
they have fun, make new friends, and get to know
one another in and through the German language.
Each country selects two students to participate. To
select the two students to represent Ireland all pupils
in Transition Year in Ireland were invited to enter a
competition. They had to prepare a written
presentation or a short video in German on the
topic: "Meine Traumreise nach Deutschland” (“My
Dream Trip to Germany”). Our own Meadhbh
Broderick from TY tuck 1st place in the National
German Olympiad Final and will represent Ireland
in Germany this July. 
Also big congratulations to the First Year Boys
Basketball team who recently won the Southeast
League Final. 
 
Click here to read more ...

Mary Immaculate Secondary School,
Lisdoonvarna News
 
There has been a lot happening in Mary Immaculate

Secondary School Lisdoonvarna over the past

month. Students competed in the IMTA Maths Quiz,

the Clare Champion Short Story competition, ‘Being

Your Best’ program and Seanad Youth Debate. Big

congratulations to TY student Kate

Considine who received a scholarship for a German

language course for three weeks in Germany this

summer. TY students have also entered two projects

in this year’s ECO-UNESCO Young

Environmentalists competition, enjoyed success in

SciFest@LIT as well as attending a Garda

Information meeting at St. Joseph’s Secondary

School, Spanish Point, Co. Clare. 

 

Click here to read more ...

Our Lady's Belmullet
 
Bernie Chambers, Gerry Gaughan and Ann Kerrigan
who retired this year from Our Lady’s Secondary
School, Belmullet. We wish every happiness for the
future.

Presentation College, Tuam News
 
There has been a lot to celebrate in Presentation

College Tuam over the past month. 1st year

footballers won the shield final of the Sweeney Oil

PPS football blitz in Pearse Stadium. TY students

picked up two awards at the Junk Kouture national

final in the 3 Arena. 2nd year debaters picked up 1st

prize in a competition organised by Western Region

Drugs and Alcohol Task Force raising awareness of

the dangers of Drugs and Alcohol and once again the

Pres girls picked up the award for 1st place in the

Galway Heritage project. 

 

Click here to read more ...

St. Columba’s College, Stranorlar
 
It has been a very busy month at St. Columba’s
College, Stranorlar. In sport medals were won for the
Athletics team at the Donegal’s Track & Field event
held in Lifford AC. In GAA news two students have
received Ulster Schools GAA All Star Awards, the
U14 Girls Gaelic team reached the Ulster schools
quarter final and the senior Girls Gaelic team took
part in the Elaine Winston Memorial Cup in Loreto
College, Letterkenny. The U15 Soccer team took part
in the All Ireland Final and the U16 Hurling team
won the Ulster final. 
The TY’s also hosted Strictly Come Dancing and LCA
class organised and prepared an Afternoon Tea for
their teachers. 
 
Click here to read more ....

Eureka Secondary School, Kells
Student is Aerprize Competition
National Winner
 
Congratulations to 5th year student Carmel Byrne

who is the female national winner of Aerprize! As

winner Carmel will spend six weeks in California this

summer, training at Angel City Flyers to receive her

private pilot certificate. Round-trip travel,

accommodations, and flight training in the U.S. are

included in the prize. 

Aerprize is a national STEM competition created by

Angel City Flyers and the Irish Science Teachers’

Association. The competition was open to secondary

school students throughout Ireland. Working in

teams or as individuals, entrants submitted an

original five-minute video explaining one of 16

STEM principles. Students whose top videos were

chosen as finalists went on to complete a challenging

aptitude test in spatial awareness, numerical

reasoning and abstract reasoning, and have a face-

to-face interview with Somers in the Atlantic Flight

Training Academy in Cork airport. 

 

Click here to read more ...

Leadership in a Catholic School
Course  
The Summer CEIST Middle
Leadership Course will be running
over three days:           

Wed 15th August from 10am
to 5.00pm
Thurs 16th August from 9am
to 4.30pm
Friday 17th August from 9am
to 2.00pm

Registration is available from the
CEIST website. Click here to view
more details. 

Nano 300 - A Celebration of
Presentation Education in Galway 
The staff and students of
Presentation College Headford,
Presentation College Athenry,
Calasanctius College Oranmore and
Presentation College Currylea,
Tuam cordially invite you to attend
an evening of Music, Song and
Dance In celebration of the
Tercentenary of our foundress Nano
Nagle at 7.30pm on May 10th 2018
Knock Basilica, Co Mayo. 
Click here for more details. 
 

World Meeting of Families  
The 9th World Meeting of Families
will take place in Ireland from 21-26
August 2018. This year’s theme is
'The Gospel of the Family: Joy for
the World'. Follow on Twitter
@WMOF2018. Also click here to
view A JOY FOR ALL THE EARTH
Official Hymn for World Meeting of
Families 2018 Composed by
Ephrem Feeley of St. Joseph's
Secondary School, Navan.
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Presentation Sisters salute their founder the Venerable
Nano Nagle on the Nano Nagle Bridge during the
Twilight walk from the North Cathedral to the
southside of Cork. Picture: Clare Keogh

Students of St Mary’s High School Midleton with their
Lantern Artwork which they walked through the city
during the Twilight walk. Picture: Clare Keogh

The Twilight Walk retraced the steps Nanon Nagle took
in the 18th Century. Picture: Ger Bonus

Twilight Walk in Nano Nagle Footsteps from the
Northside to the Southside of Cork. Picture: Ger Bonus

Students of St. Mary’s High School Midleton with the
Lantern that the School made include Lucy Wallace,
Sadhbh Reausang, Shauna Cull, Kate Dineen and
Rayanna Power. Picture: Ger Bonus

Pupils from Scoil Aiséirí Chríost; Jasmine O’Byrne,
Amilly Udron, Presamaine Romas and Kate Waters.
Picture: Ger Bonus

Alisha O’Callaghan, Emily O’Donoghue, Lauren
Kennedy and Ava O’Mahony from St. Brendan s Girls’
NS The Glen. Picture: Ger Bonus

Amelia Majcherek, Nikola Hankuls, Katie Galgey and
Iva Radovic from North Presentation. Picture: Ger
Bonus

Enda Farriera, Maja Sniazek and Elizabeth Sunday from
North Presentation. Picture: Ger Bonus

Gráinne McGuinness
THE city was treated to an unusual spectacle last night, as a lantern-lit procession
made its way from the North Cathedral to Nano Nagle Place.

The Twilight Walk was organised by the Presentation Sisters to honour their founder,
Nano Nagle.

“It is 300 years since Nano Nagle was born in 1718 so we felt it was important that we
would mark it, mark the signi�cance of it,” Sister Bride Given said. “She was an
important person for the history of Ireland, of education and of women and deserves
a good celebration.”

Nano Nagle was a pioneer of Catholic education in Ireland, at a time when the penal
laws denied access to education for most in Ireland.

Following her education in France, the Ballygri�n-born woman went on to set up
numerous schools for deprived children in Cork city.

 She opened her �rst school in 1754 with about 30 students. It was on Cove Lane, on what is now the site of South Presentation convent.

Within nine months, she was educating 200 girls and by 1757, she had opened seven schools, �ve for girls and two for boys.
“In the face of fear, she chose to be daring,” Sister Goretti O’Callaghan told the congregation at North Cathedral, where celebrations began with
presentations from seven primary and secondary schools around Cork.

Sister Given said it was important for them to include students in the celebrations.

“She was a great educator and she believed in education as the key to a better life for the people of Ireland so we involved all the schools we
could,” she said. “Our hope is that they will remember it and be inspired by Nano Nagle to think, what can they do to create a better world.”

Not content with education, Nano Nagle also ministered to the elderly and sick in their homes, and her night-time walks from home to home
earned her the nickname ‘The Lady with the Lantern’.

Last night’s walk brought to life the reality of Nano’s daily journey on foot when visiting the students of her seven schools.

“We felt it was a �tting thing to re-enact the walk she would have done,” Sister Given said.

Sister Emer Madigan addressed the pilgrims near Cross Street, the location of one of Nano Nagle’s schools.

At Nano Nagle Bridge the procession was greeted by a Salute to Nano given by Sister Mary O’Brien before moving on to St Finbarr’s South Chapel,
where Nano and her �rst companions would have attended Mass.

The Twilight Walk ended in the Goldie Chapel at Nano Nagle Place, with a programme of music, readings and re�ection, involving pupils from the
Presentation schools in the local area.

“There have been huge preparations and the teachers have done tremendous work,” Sister Given said. “It has all �t together seamlessly. The
children enjoyed it which was important.”

The walk coincides with an international meeting taking place in Cork, and Presentation Sisters of 16 di�erent nationalities were present at the
celebrations.

News article and pictures taken from Evening Echo. Please click here for full article.
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FASHION SHOW A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

A fantastic showcase of fashion from local shops and boutiques was applauded by a capacity audience at our Annual Fashion Show on Thursday
the 22nd of March. Our own Sports Complex was a wonderful venue for the event, transformed overnight from being a sports arena to a perfect
setting for a catwalk. We congratulate all our models, students, parents, teachers and TY Art pupils, who bravely and elegantly showcased the very
latest styles and fashion.We thank local shops for generous gift vouchers and sponsored prizes, Le Chateau, En Paris, BPerfect Cosmetics, Amphis
Beauty, BiaBelle, Mondss and Anna Danielle Hair Salon. We would also like to thank Glasheens who sponsored the wine and Cooleeney Cheese
who sponsored the cheese for this occasion. Thanks to Make Up Artist Heather Kelly and Lumatech – Simon Kerr Gleeson for transforming the
venue (stage, sound and light). A huge thank you to our local shops, Hummingbird, Imps and Elves, Born Clothing, Uptown Girl, Pamela Scott,
Morans Menswear, She, Fran and Jane and Sun�owers for supplying beautiful clothes for our models. As always we are grateful to our parents and
friends who attended the Fashion Show, the proceeds of which go to our school development fund. Míle Buíochas.

CAMOGIE MINOR ‘A’ SEMI FINAL

Presentation Thurles 1 Coláiste Baile Chlair 2 
Presentation Thurles travelled to Limerick on Wednesday the 21st of March to contest the 2018 Minor A All Ireland semi �nal against Connacht
champions Coláiste Baile Chlair. The Galway girls had contested the Junior All Ireland �nal the previous week and their experience certainly told in
the early exchanges as they set the tone with wave after wave of attack. Kate Cavanagh and Megan Quigley were superb in defence as they kept
the Galway girls at bay. However as half time approached the breakthrough came and Coláiste Baile Chlair took the lead with a neat �nish from
close range. Presentation keeper Ciara O’Sullivan made a string of �ne saves to ensure the margin remained at one. The second half saw a change
of attitude from the Presentation girls as they took the game to their opponents and eventually equalised through a stunning free kick from
Aoibheann Clancy. The tireless running from Missy Condon, Cally Dooley and Emma O’Sullivan was causing the Galway girls problems and Caroline
Shanahan was winning the mid�eld battle. One lapse in concentration proved to be the di�erence as Coláiste Baile Chlair broke straight through
the centre of the Presentation defence to �re home the winner. A combination of crossbar and post denied Presentation a late equaliser on a day
where the Galway girls just did enough to get over the line. The future is certainly bright for soccer in Presentation Thurles with such an exciting
young team.

DAFFODIL DAY

Many thanks to our 5th year Leaving Cert Applied students who sold da�odils to sta� and students on Friday 23rd of March in aid of the Irish
Cancer Society’s Da�odil Day. The much needed funds will assist the society in providing care for those a�ected by cancer and our local Suir Haven
Cancer Support Centre. We thank sta� and students for giving so generously to this worthy cause.

THE SNAPPER

On Wednesday the 14th of March, Transition Year students put on a production of Roddy Doyle’s The Snapper as part of the Holycross Schools
Drama Festival 2018. Ailish Trayor and Laura Murphy took the crowd on a comedic journey through North Dublin in their roles as Dessie and
Sharon Curley. It was a laugh-a-minute performance; and while, regrettably, they did not win best show, the leads received Best Comedic
Performance and Most Promising Actress, respectively.

COCOA BROWN FUTURE LEADERS FORUM

On Tuesday 10th of April twenty eight Transition Year students traveled to Johnstown House Estate in En�eld Co. Meath where they attended the
Cocoa Brown Future Leaders Forum hosted by Marissa Carter CEO of Cocoa Brown. Marissa was joined on stage by Gillian Fitzpatrick editor of
Her.ie, Dr. Lisa Ellen creator of the Smart Needle and Emma Forsyth founder of Pilates Plus Dublin who each shared inspiring messages of
resilience, tenacity and self-belief. The girls had a very interesting day and learnt a lot about entrepreneurship and the importance of self-
con�dence.

CHARITY TUG OF WAR

On Friday March 23rd our school held a whole school Tug of War tournament in aid of Spina Bi�da and Hydrocephalus Ireland. Naomh Ailbhe, a
2nd year group, organised the event for their CSPE Action Project. It was meticulously planned and executed expertly. They drew up the match
table, collected money and organised the logistics for participants and spectators alike. The sports hall was a medley of shouts and laughter, the
crowning moment of the competition being the male teachers’ embarrassing loss to the 2nd years. All the winning teams received Easter eggs that
the girls bought on their own initiative. In the end, almost one thousand Euro was raised during the event. A fantastic achievement for these
enterprising young women.

LEAVING CERTIFICATE ORAL EXAMINATIONS

Well done to our Leaving  Certi�cate students who completed their Irish oral examinations last week and we wish them the best of luck in their
French and German oral examinations this week.

TY Trip to Kolkata with the Hope Foundation

The TY girls spent 7 days working alongside the Hope Foundation. They got the opportunity to visit the Hope Projects crèches, hospitals, boys
homes and girls homes. Many friends were made along the way and it opened their eyes to the amazing work of the Hope Foundation. On the last
night they celebrated their visit by wearing traditional sari’s, learning Indian dances and getting henna tattoos. A huge thank you to their teacher
Ms King and the parents who travelled with them.

ALL IRELAND FOOTBALL FINAL

Glenamaddy C.S 5-13 Pres Thurles 2-7

Pres Thurles travelled to Balinasloe in Galway on Sunday to face o� against Galway and Connact kingpins Glenamaddy in the 2018 All Ireland
football decider. It was the Galway girls who set the early pace with two quick �re points but the ever reliable Casey Hennessy turned the game on
its head with two stunning goals in the space of �ve minutes. Glenamaddy armed with a host of county players and players from their 2015 All
Ireland A success were never going to panic and quickly regained the momentum. It was nip and tuck for most of the half until a critical �ve minute
period before the interval. Pres Thurles conceded 1-3 in a two minute whirlwind where their kick out strategy malfunctioned. Glenamaddy headed
for the shelter of the changing rooms with a four point cushion. The second half saw Pres Thurles chasing the game but every time they looked to
wrestle the momentum back they were hit with a Galway goal. Glenamaddy ran out deserving winners on a day where everything that could go
wrong went wrong for the Pres ladies. The management team of Barry Ryan and Cian Treacy were quick to remind the girls after the game of the
wonderful heights they have achieved winning two Munster titles and an All Ireland title in the last two years. Captain Aoife Maher and her sixth
year team mates depart the school leaving football in a better place and that’s the ultimate accolade for any student.

Jnr CERTIFICATE BUSINESS STUDIES

Congratulations to the Pres Thurles Business Department and the current Transition Year students who received A’s in their Junior Certi�cate
Business Studies. They are pictured in the University of Limerick at the recent awards ceremony. 
Back row: Meabh Moloney Ryan, Leah Dwyer, Aoibheann Duggan, Mayesha Choudury, Katie Ryan, Aisling Prout, Mary Ellen Phelan, Emily Phelan,
Katie Stapleton, Eimear Campion, Sarah Doheny, Helen Aherne, Bríd Hanrahan. 
Front row: Sarah Johnson, Kate Sheridan, Dr Philip O’Regan (Dean of Kemmy Business School)Principal Marie Collins, Fergal O’ Brien (Assistant
Lecturer), Rachel McCormack, Kerry Browne.

AGRI AWARE FARM WALK

Pres Thurles TY and 5th Year Ag Science students are pictured attending Agri Aware’s Farm Walk and Talk in Gurteen College recently. Thank you to
their teacher Ms. Olivia O’Brien for organising this educational trip.

THANKSGIVING MASS

On Wednesday the 18th of April Fr. Niall O’ Riordan visited our school. He celebrated a beautiful thanksgiving mass with our �rst, second and third
year students. The girls were encouraged to give thanks for all that is good in their lives, such as family, friends, sport, music and good health.
Prayers were also said for all those who will be sitting exams in June.

5th YEAR GERMAN FILM

On Wednesday last 18th April our 5th year students of German enjoyed a visit to the The Source cinema. Their language skills were tested as they
were enthralled by the story of two teenage outsiders from Berlin, who embark on an eccentric road trip through East Germany during
their Summer holidays. Our students could identify with some of the topical teenage issues and enjoyed the comedy-drama while being immersed
in the German experience.

BASKETBALL NEWS

Well done to all First and Second year basketball players who took part in blitzes in Tipperary town, Ursuline Thurles and our school during the
week. These were held in conjunction with Tipperary Knights basketball club and North Tipperary Sports Partnership. All venues were full of activity
and enthusiasm and the girls thoroughly enjoyed themselves. First years were overall winners and Second years were runners –up and winners in
their own tournaments. Well done girls.

CHALLENGE TO CHANGE

The Challenge to Change education development project took place in Kilkenny last week. Kate-Anna Mooney Ryan, Ava Murphy, Sarah Coady and
Kate La�an represented the school on this occasion to highlight the issue of homelessness.  The Transition Year students couldn’t but notice that
this issue is all around us – at a local, national and international level.  They interviewed and raised money for St Vincent de Paul, knitted hats for
Focus Ireland and researched the topic on a global scale.  The girls were very convincing speakers and drew a lot of interest on the day from other
schools.

CHILDREN OF THE DIGITAL AGE

 On Tuesday 24  April, James Neary from “Children of the Digital Age” gave tailored presentations to First, Second, Third, Transition Year and Fifth
Year students during the day and met with parents that evening. The aim of the presentation was to create awareness of the online dangers faced
by young people. Topics covered during the sessions were Screen Addiction, Geo Tagging, Passwords, Personal Information, Inappropriate content,
Cyber Bullying, Phone Apps and much more. The feedback from students and parents was very positive and many left with the plan to change
passwords, privacy settings, limit screen time and turn o� the Wi�. The message was clear, the virtual world has real dangers so we must educate
ourselves and our children to be safe on-line. Further information available on www.facebook.com/childrenofthedigitalage

GAELIC FOOTBALL

The Under-15 Gaelic Football team travelled to Rockwell on Thursday to compete in a Football blitz competition. With two competitive teams
entered, it was a busy day. Both teams were up for the task and made it out of the group stages with convincing wins. Presentation Thurles
contested two semi-�nals in close encounters, with both teams dominating periods of the game.

Pres Thurles B dominated much of the �rst half but missed out on their place in the �nal by a single point. This can be attributed to a stunning
display from the back lines, notably Emma Leahy in goal. Meabh Brennan and Cliodhna O’Toole took charge in the forwards, launching attack after
attack.

Our A Team met a strong team from Loreto Clonmel. The teams fought a hard battle but after half time Loreto came out a revitalised side and
really put it up to the girls culminating in Pres Thurles missing out on their second �nal of the day. Impressive performances by Rachel Moore, Enya
Maher and Caroline Shanahan. Well done to all involved.

ATHLETICS

Congratulations to our athletes, who competed in the Secondary Schools Track and Field County Championships which took place in Templemore
on Wednesday 25th April. With over 500 athletes taking part, the Championships proved to be a great success for the girls despite the wet and
blustery conditions on the day. Well done to our intermediate team who took gold in the event; this team consisted of Ellen Moore, Rachel Moore,
Megan Crosby and Katie Bergin. Lola Bedia won a silver individual medal in the 100 metres hurdles. The senior relay team were very close to
clinching gold, but were nipped just at the line and had to settle for silver for this event. The senior team was: Amy McGovern, Casey Hennessy,
Isabel Finlay and Molly O Connor. Molly and Isabel came second and third in the 100metre �nals, while Siobhan Carroll won bronze in the 800
metres event. In the �eld events, Katie Bergin won gold in the intermediate long jump and Fiona Hennessy won two gold medals and a silver in
shot put, hammer and discus respectively. The girls will now compete in the East Munster Schools Championships on Tuesday 2  of May. Well
done to all our athletes.

RUGBY

Congratulations to 6  year student Dorothy Wall who has been chosen to captain the Ireland U-18 rugby sevens. She travelled to France this week
to take part in the Youth Olympics. Dorothy certainly has a bright future in the world of rugby! Congratulations Dorothy.
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Our Lady’s Castleblayney Students Shine in European Competition

…….As they become MEP’s for a day

Students from Our Lady’s Secondary School had the unique opportunity to act as Members of the European Parliament for the day thanks to their
success in the Euroscola competition. The students won the trip to Strasbourg after making a one minute video advertisement encouraging young
people to vote. The students’ winning video focused on Brexit and the border. The key point made in the video was that Brexit would cause
upheaval along the border. Students also speculated that Brexit could have been avoided had the franchise been extended to 16 and 17 year olds
in the UK. It was both a timely and innovative advert that seemed to capture the zeitgeist.

As a result of their successful entry, the students were rewarded with an overnight trip to Strasbourg that evolved into a two night school tour.
However, this was no normal school tour. Students spent the last few months working hard after school preparing for panel discussions on a range
of issues including the future of the EU, security policy, the environment, migration, youth unemployment and culture. The students’ hard work
paid o� on the day of Euroscola. There were 600 students from 28 countries present but Our Lady’s students were to the fore throughout the day.
Of the six discussion panels, two were chaired by Our Lady’s students – a remarkable achievement. Leah Haughey was elected chair of the Security
and Human Rights panel and �elded questions from an audience of 600 on EU Common Foreign and Security Policy. Gabrielle Bunyte, likewise,
chaired the culture panel giving a masterful performance outlining the importance of culture for the EU. Other students contributed from the �oor.
Ciaran McKearney very eloquently put a question to sitting Spanish MEP Pilar del Castillo on the rise of divisive populism in parts of Europe. In a
fascinating exchange with a seasoned politician who held cabinet o�ce in Spain, Ciaran showed maturity and composure beyond his years.
Meanwhile, Jade Lam spoke in strong terms on the importance of protecting Human Rights in one of the most signi�cant and morally courageous
contributions of the day. Many other Our Lady’s students similarly spoke out in committee meetings.

The students were all part of Dr Patrick Mulroe’s �fth year economics class and he was fulsome in his praise: “These are a brilliant group of very
talented students. They have really well thought out opinions and know how to construct a rigorous and intellectually sound argument. They were
working with some of the brightest young minds in Europe and demonstrated that they were just as capable as any other group.” There were very
kind messages of support sent to the students in advance from MEP’s Matt Carthy and Mairead McGuinness, Mulroe thanked both for their
support. The teachers on the trip Ms Horgan, Ms Clarke and Mr Brohan complimented all the students for their wonderful behaviour and the
positive attitude they brought.

We are sure to hear a lot more from this group in years to come. On into the future, who knows but some of them may even succeed Mairead
McGuinness and Matt Carthy in Strasbourg! Congratulations to all concerned on an outstanding achievement.

Diary of Euroscola trip – a day in the European Parliament, Strasbourg

by Ethan O’Gorman

Wednesday 
Our trip began early on Wednesday morning as we set o� from the school at 3a.m. The journey to Dublin was a short one hour journey with
everyone brimming with excitement. The airport itself was buzzing with life even at the early hour. After our bags were checked in, we passed
through security and into the duty-free area. Once everyone had eaten breakfast we hurried down to the departure gate. Our plane landed in
Frankfurt Airport at 10a.m. local time. After we regrouped we had a short wait for the coach which took us down the autobahn to Strasbourg. We
arrived at the hotel shortly after 3.30- nearly twelve hours of travelling already! When we were all unpacked, it was back to the bus to rendezvous
with our tour guide for a walking tour of the city. We were shown many sites such as the Strasbourg Cathedral, Barrage Vauban and the river Ill. By
this time we had worked up quite an appetite and went for food in Flunch restaurant. From there, it was a short walk back to the hotel where we
got some much needed sleep ahead of our big day on Thursday!

Thursday 
On Thursday morning we were all up bright and early for breakfast at 6.30am. Once we were fed, we set o� for the European Parliament. We
arrived at the parliament building at 8am and had to pass through strict security and get our badges and programmes for the day. At 9 a.m. we
split up into our working groups on key topics such as Security, Human Rights and the Future of the EU. We got to have tea and co�ee with the
students from other schools before the sessions begun. Then we went to the highly impressive Louis Weiss chamber and were seated in the MEP’s
seats. Each school was introduced by a student. Gabriel Bunyte spoke about our school and its relationship with the border. The border and Brexit
had been the subject of our award winning video. The �oor was then opened to the students and we had the opportunity to ask questions of the
Spanish MEP Ms Pilar Del Castillo. For almost three hours, students asked questions on topics ranging from data roaming charges to the possibility
of an EU army. Once the questions came to a close we were brought to the restaurant for lunch. At two o’ clock each working group met in a
di�erent committee rooms to discuss a topic. My own group was debating the future of Europe. We conversed with students from Sweden,
Croatia, Malta and many other countries learning how they viewed the EU. We then returned to the Louis Weiss chamber for a plenary session
where each group presented a report on what they had discussed. There was then an opportunity to question the chair of the meeting. The
discussion was then closed. The European anthem was played and the �ag of each member state was brought forward by a student from each
school. After ten hours in the Parliament we were all hungry and ate some well earned dinner after which we returned to the hotel.

Friday 
After the early mornings on Wednesday and Thursday, we had a relatively long sleep on Friday morning. Breakfast was served at 8 a.m.! We packed
our luggage and loaded up onto the bus. The next stop was Batorama Strasbourg, for a guided boat tour of the city along the canals. The previous
two days had been clear and mild but Friday morning was dull and the rain poured down. However, once we were aboard the boat the weather
cleared and we had excellent views of Petite France and the German Quarter. After a thoroughly enjoyable two hours of cruising on the canals the
tour concluded. After a brief period of rambling through the stalls on the streets we returned to the bus and set o� for Stuttgart Airport. In the
airport we ate some food and browsed the duty-free. The �ight took o� on schedule and touched down in Dublin at 6.15 p.m. Without delay we
met our coach and left for Castleblayney. Despite this being a short trip, it was a very memorable one for the twenty eight students and teachers
who were involved. To spend a day in the European Parliament and discuss issues that directly a�ect our lives is a brilliant experience no matter
what age you are.

 
Ciaran McKearney: Ciaran McKearney addresses a question to sitting Spanish MEP, Pilar del Castillo on the rise of divisive populism in parts of
Europe. 

 
Gabrielle Bunyte: Gabrielle Bunyte chaired the culture panel giving a masterful performance outlining the importance of culture for the EU.

 

Our Lady’s student delivers powerful message in Seanad Eireann

Congratulations to Transition Year student, Ellen Mc Mahon, daughter of Pete and Paula Corracloughan, who delivered in Seanad Eireann last
Tuesday 17th April. Díospóireacht na nÓg was organised as part of the Vótáil 100 programme, which this year celebrates 100 years of the women’s
right to vote. Over 350 students from across Ireland entered the competition and Our Lady’s student, Ellen Mc Mahon was successfully selected as
one of the 16 �nalists to part take in the programme.

On Tuesday last, 17th April, Ellen addressed Senators, TD’s, parents and teachers on the following topic: “Has the struggle for freedom, justice and
equality been realised in Ireland’s institutions, culture and society? Ellen raised a number of important points throughout her speech including how
women continue to �ght for equality in our world today. “We struggled to secure the same careers as men, yet we still get paid 14% less for doing
them. We struggled to be given the same power and authority that men are given, yet only 14% of Irish companies have female CEOs. Clearly, we
are still struggling today. However, the solution is not to acknowledge the inequalities. The solution is to take action to combat them.”

Teacher, Ms Erin Brennan and all in Our Lady’s are very proud of Ellen and as Senator Gabrielle Mc Fadden said “I feel the future of our great
country is going to be in very safe hands”.

 
Pictured is TY student from Our Lady’s, Ellen McMahon who had the honour and privilege to address Senators, TD’s, students and parents in the
Seanad last Tuesday as part of the Vótáil 100 programme. Ellen delivered an in�uential and memorable speech on the topic ‘Has the struggle for
freedom, justice and equality been realised in Ireland’s institutions, culture and society?’

Success for Our Lady’s in the National Public Access to Law Competition

……..ensures that these young students will participate in World Invitational Empire Mock Trials in New York in October………….

Huge congratulations to Our Lady’s TY Law Module students who head to New York in October to participate in the World Invitational Empire Mock
Trials.

Our Lady’s Secondary School Transition Year Law Module students were the �rst placed qualifying school of the four semi-�nalists from thirty two
schools that took part in the National Public Access to Law Competition that took place in the Criminal Court of Justice in Dublin last weekend. Their
success in this competition ensures that they will compete in the prestigious World Invitational Empire Mock Trials competition in New York next
October.

The Transition Year students have spent most of the current academic year preparing for this competition in their law module under the expert
guidance and direction of local solicitor Mr Paul MacCormack and member of sta� Mr Eamon McMahon. This law module and the Public Access to
Law Competition give the students an excellent insight into the workings of the Irish legal system as well as developing the student’s skills in critical
thinking and public speaking.

The students involved included Dara Rudden, Ailbhe Brohan, Frances Horgan, Mia Daly, Anais Maguire, Zara O’Gorman, Sophie O’Sullivan Gray –
captain, Katie Carragher, Ben Connolly, Conor Brady – vice captain, Tara Mc Ardle, Adam Dolan, Patrick Clarke, Ryan Buckley, Laoise Lawless,
Orlaith Du�y. They were required to defend and prosecute �ctitious court cases and beat o� sti� competition from 32 schools to secure �rst place. 
Speaking at the school the Principal Mr. Kelly congratulated Mr. MacCormack, Mr McMahon and the students on their outstanding achievement
commenting that ‘the student’s involved in this module have sacri�ced an incredible amount of time �ne tuning their preparations for this
competition and spent numerous weekends and several days during the Easter holidays rehearsing and practicing. Their success at the weekend is
a just reward for all their hard work and e�orts. The students have seen the value of making sacri�ces, hard work and commitment and I’ve no
doubt that the skills they have learned will transfer into other aspects of school life. I would like to pay particular thanks to Mr. MacCormack and
Mr. McMahon for their expert guidance and their incredible generosity of time to give our students this wonderful opportunity. This is our fourth
success at national level in Our Lady’s this year with a 1st placing for Keisha McCann in the National Credit Union Art competition, similar success
for Ms. Murray and the choir in the National Showchoir competition and the win for Mr. Mulroe’s Fifth Year Economics class in the Euroscola
competition that resulted in a trip to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. When you add these successes to the success the school has had at
local and national level in recent years in the areas of sport, music, drama, languages and science it speaks volumes for the talents and abilities of
our students but also for the dedication and commitment of our sta� who always go the extra mile to ensure the students in our school are
a�orded every opportunity to display and develop their talents. We look forward to supporting Mr. MacCormack, Mr. McMahon and the students
as they prepare for the National Law Final with the other three place semi-�nalists that takes place in Dublin on May 12th before preparations
begin for the World Invitational Empire Mock Trials competition in October.’

 
Pictured outside the Criminal Court of Justice in Dublin are the TY Law Module students from Our Lady’s who defended and prosecuted their way
to a place in the World Invitational Empire Mock Trials which take place in New York in October. This group of students have been expertly guided
and mentored by local solicitor, Mr Paul MacCormack and sta� member Mr Eamon McMahon and have put in hours of work and preparation to
the Law Module and for this competition. Congratulations to all concerned and best wishes with the preparations for the World Mock Trials in New
York.
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News Update #14 Spring 2018 
 

 

Coláiste Bríde  
 
Templeshannon, Enniscorthy, Co.Wexford 

http://www.colaistebride.ie  T: 053 923 4245 

A Chairde, 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of our school newsletter.  It was 
an exceptionally busy second term and this newsletter will give 
you a sample of some of the many events that have occurred 
since January.  It is this great variety of activities that take place 
as part of school life that makes Coláiste Bríde the fantastic 
place it is for both students and teachers. 
As we return after the Easter holiday our Sixth Year students 
have started their Leaving Cert Irish Oral exams and I want to 
take this opportunity to wish all of these students the best of 
luck this week and in your upcoming modern language orals and 
practical exams.   
Best wishes to our Junior Certs who will also being undertaking 
practical exams over the coming weeks. 
Our TY students are looking forward to the Junk Kouture grand 
final and we are once again very well represented by designers 
and models.  
Also, buon viaggio to our students and teachers who are in Italy 
this week for the Transition Year trip!  
 
Kiera O’Sullivan, Principal 
 

 

Latest News 
 
Teacher of the Year Awards 
Congratulations to Miss Whelan who was recently awarded as the 
national teacher of the 
year in the Year 
Head/Deputy 
Principal/Principal 
category at a ceremony 
in Trinity College.  The 
Awards recognise the 
outstanding 
contribution that 
teachers make as role 
models in the school 
environment and are 
presented in 
partnership with The 
National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals. Miss 
Whelan is no stranger to awards, having twice been awarded as Co. 
Wexford Entrepreneurial teacher of the year. For all her students 
and colleagues this national recognition has certainly come as no 
surprise.  
 
 

 

 
 

Garda Youth Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Sarah O’Brien and 
Rebecca Moles who recently received 
awards at the Wexford Garda Youth 

Awards. 
 

Student Council 

Student Council members receiving the 
South East Radio Outstanding Junior 

Achievement Awards in the Talbot Hotel 
where they scooped the overall junior 

achievement award for their on-going work 
in relation to mental health. 
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Junk Kouture 
It has been an extremely busy period for our TY Junk Kouture 
students and teachers. In January our TYs held their fashion show 

which was a fantastic occasion.  The students’ choice winner was  
“This is Me” by Bonnie Kinnaird, Aoife Whelan and Aoife Kinsella, 
and the winner of our prestigious judges’ choice award was “Quirke 
it Up” by Maria Kosanovych, Anna Burke and Alex Giran. All of the 
Junk Kouture teams can be immensely proud of all that they have 
achieved over the last few months. A mention must also go to their 
teachers Miss O’Connor, Miss Neville and Miss Brambley for all their 
hard work, support and encouragement. Seven dresses from 
Coláiste Bríde were selected for the regional finals in the Helix. 
Due to the snow our dresses did not get to attend on their 
scheduled night but thankfully they were able to showcase their 
designs at the North East Regional finals. At this stage of the 
competition the standard is exceptionally high and it is amazing 
that three of our dresses have qualified for the grand final in the 3 
Arena later this month. 
 
TY Mini-Company 
Huge congratulations to all our Transition Year companies who 
competed in the Mini-Company 
School Final X-Cel Entrepreneurial 
Competition 2018.  The standard 
was fantastic this year.  Well done 
to all our Transition Years who 
were then selected to represent 
Coláiste Bríde at the annual Mini-
company Awards held in the 
National Opera House. Our school 
won 3 awards!  
Special congratulations to our 
winners Julia Dziadek, Estella 
Crean, Sarah Downes, Kate Maher, 
Alisha Grant, Aoibhe Lewis, Courtney Cleary and their teachers Ms 
Whelan and Ms McGinnity. 
 
 
Senior Soccer Team 
Our Senior Soccer Team were defeated in their All Ireland Semi-
Final in January.  Losing three nil at half time the girls produced a 
magnificent second half performance to bring the game back to 3:2 
but unfortunately, they were unable to find the equaliser. Despite 
this defeat they can be extremely proud of themselves in becoming 
the first soccer team from Coláiste Bríde to win the Senior Leinster 
Cup.  
 
 
 

School Walk 
 

Our annual School Walk will take place on 
Wednesday 26th of April. All students are 
encouraged to participate and help raise 

much needed funds for the school.  
 

CEIST  
 

 
Our representatives had a brilliant day at 
the CEIST Student Leadership Conference 

in St. Patrick’s College Drumcondra.  
 

 

St. Brigid’s Day Mass 
 

 
Earlier this term we celebrated the feast 

day of our patroness St. Brigid.  
Well done to all teachers and students 
involved in making this such a special 

event. 
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Well-Read 
To celebrate World Book Day our First Years dressed as characters 
from books for their 
Book Quiz.  There was 
also a competition to 
guess the teacher 
hidden behind a book 
which generated a lot of 
interest among both 
students and teachers. 
Our Junior Book Club 
continued to meet, the 
latest book up for 
discussion was ‘The Lie 
Tree’ by Frances 
Hardinge which the club scored an average of 8 out of 10.  In March 
local author Caroline Busher conducted creative writing workshops 
with Second and Fifth Years.   
 
 
French Exchange 
In January the Irish leg of the French Exchange took place with 

students from 
France staying with 
their host families 
in Wexford. A great 
week was had by 
our visitors as they 
visited local 
attractions and 
experienced Irish 
culture.  On the 
Wednesday before 
the Easter holidays 
our students and 
their teachers left 
Enniscorthy for the 

week long trip to France for the return visit.  The students had a 
wonderful trip in France with a visit to Paris with their host 
families a highlight for many. 
 
Other News 
Congratulations to Isabella Kelly, 1st year, who came 2nd in the 
Interschools Showjumping. Our students who competed in the Dry 
Rowing at IT Carlow finished in 2nd & 3rd in the girls’ open race. 
Last year’s Third Years were presented with their Junior Cycle 
Profiles of Achievement. A number of our students spoke on South 
East Radio’s Music Box about the John Paul II awards. Our U14 
Football team defeated Pres Wexford in their first match.  TY 
Information, Fifth Year subject choice & DATs talks took place for 
the parents of Third Year students.  Zeeko conducted Internet 
Safety workshops with all First Years and a parent’s Internet Safety 
talk. Seachtain na Gaeilge activities took place including a céilí, 
lunchtime trad session and Bingo as Gaeilge. Ag. Science students 
visited Cooney Furlong Grain Company and Slaney Farms.  
Transition Years were as usual very busy; Just One Life, the Young 
Persons Driver Awareness Programme, GO QUEST (cryptic 
adventure challenge), work experience, BT Young Scientist, Better 
than Bullying and Guerrilla Gardening were just some of the 
highlights. 

Social Awareness 

 
Transition Year students presenting a 

cheque for €1400 to St Partick’s Junior 
Special School.  During this term the 

Student Council also donated €640 to Pieta 
House and class 3B presented a cheque for 

€130 to the WSPCA.  
 

 

CEIST Bake Off 

 
Some of our students preparing cakes 

as part of the CEIST Bake Off 
competition. The girls really enjoyed 

the bake off and showed some 
excellent skill and creativity. 

 
 

Keep up to date 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
 
 

 
 
 

Coláiste Bríde Website 
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St. Brigid’s Secondary School, Killarney receive visit for GOAL

John O Shea, founder of GOAL, recently gave a presentation to 5th year students on social entrepreneurship. The students were inspired by his
passion, honesty and sense of justice as he recounted his experiences of working in the ‘forgotten world’. John shared stories of  some of the many
challenges that he faced during a lifetime of service to the poor and outlined practical ways our students can play their part in bringing about a just
society.

UCC Law Open Day

The Law faculty in the University College Cork played host to a group of St. Brigid’s Transition Year students for
their annual Law open day. They had the opportunity to meet with current students, recent graduates and
received a host of very informative and interesting lectures from numerous members of the Law Faculty.
Professor Mary Donnelly (the Vice Dean) gave a broad overview of Law, legal matters and the relevance and
usefulness of it in our everyday lives; Dr. Sean O’Conaill (The Director of Law and Irish) informed students of the
role that law plays in relation to the sporting world and Dr. Lawrence Siry (Director of Law and French) gave an
inspiring speech on human rights law.

 
Students learned about the di�erent pathways and courses available in UCC which included course knowledge
and content, career opportunities and the possibilities of placement or studying abroad as part of their law
degree. All of the students thoroughly enjoyed their day and found the wealth of knowledge and information
o�ered invaluable as they consider their choices for the future.

 

School’s Regatta 2018

On Sunday April 29 , St. Brigid’s was represented in the Irish School’s Regatta by a team
of 34 oarswomen. This proved to be a most successful day for our athletes, culminating
in 2  place overall, just 3 points o� Best School. This was a fantastic achievement for
the girls considering they were pitted against Co-Ed schools who can enter more events!

There were many successes for St. Brigid’s across the categories, including wins in the
U-23 eights, quads & doubles, U-15 single & quads, and U-14 quads & doubles. There
were also a number of 2  and 3  places, including 2  in U-16 coxed fours and 3  in U-
16 eights.

Congratulations to all involved on a long but rewarding day on the water.

 

The Lidl All Ireland football ‘Captain’s Day’

The Lidl All Ireland football ‘Captain’s Day’ took place on Wednesday 11  April in Croke Park Co. Dublin.
Anna Cli�ord and Ciara Randles represented St. Brigid’s on the day. The day was organised by the LGFA
and their main sponsor Lidl Ireland.

The Junior and Senior captains who will be playing in the All Ireland schools �nals were all present and
proudly represented their schools colours. The day began with a photoshoot on the Croke Park pitch with
well-known photography agency ‘Sports�le’. This was followed by refreshments in the Hogan Stand Suite
and allowed the players and mentors to mingle as the excitement before their respective �nals builds. The
day was a �tting reward for all the teams hard work so far and the photos from the shoot will be in many
of the national and local newspapers.

The day was a massive success and hugely important for publicising these important games while also
promoting the ever-growing sport of ladies football.

St. Brigid’s Presentation Secondary School will play Coláiste Bhaile Chláir, Claregalway, Galway in the
Junior B All Ireland Football �nal on Saturday 21  April. The game will be on at 1pm in Mick Neville Park,
Rathkeale, Limerick.”
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Transition Year students and teachers from St. Joseph’s Secondary School, Castlebar
had an action packed four day trip to Berlin over the Easter holidays. The European trip
is a highlight of the Transition Year and is eagerly anticipated by the students. The
students enjoyed a guided tour of the city, shopping in a �ea market and a visit to the
beautiful town of Potsdam and the New Palace in Sansscouci Park. One of the highlights
of the trip was a visit to Tropical Island – an indoor beach resort build for the land-
locked Berliners. Students also enjoyed a visit to Checkpoint Charlie and the Checkpoint
Charlie Museum as well as a guided tour to a Stasi Prison. What made these tours much
more enjoyable was the fact that the guides had their own personal or family stories to
tell regarding the Berlin Wall and the prison. The European trip is an integral part of the
Transition Year programme in St. Joseph’s with trips to Barcelona, Koblenz and Lake
Garda in recent years.
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Texaco Art Awards

Congratulations to Jack McGrath (5th year) on his win in the 64th Texaco Children’s Art Competition. Jack won third prize in Category A with his
entry entitled ‘Wisdom’. Jack, along with his family, attended the Royal Hibernian Academy in Dublin on Tuesday last to collect his award.

We also congratulate Anthony Rawl (2nd year) who has received a special Merit award in Category G with his entry entitled ‘Lino-Print – Self-
Portrait’. Anthony will travel to the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham in Dublin on 30th May to pick up his award.

Table Tennis

Congratulations to Coláiste Muire’s girls Table-Tennis team who came third in Ireland in the All-
Ireland Table-Tennis �nals which were held in the National Basketball Arena in Tallaght on 26th April.

Date: 19th April 2018
Category: Coláiste Muire - Ballymote, Schools

VIEW SCHOOL PROFILE

< Previous
St. Joseph’s Tulla raise €5,500 for Annual Fast

Next >
Our Lady of Mercy Beaumont News – April 2018

Coláiste Muire Ballymote – News April 2018

Newsletter sign up

email address here →
CEIST e-Portal

LOGIN TO E-PORTAL

  Summit House, Embassy O�ce Park, Kill, Naas Co. Kildare, W91 VK0T Tel: 01 651 0350 | Email: info@ceist.ie |
Website Design & Website Development by acton|web

 CEIST | Catholic Education | An Irish Sc… Customise  0 New Edit Post Events Forms Hi, David Conway

  
Email Us
info@ceist.ie

Call Us
01 651 0350 LOGIN TO E-PORTAL

HOME ABOUT SCHOOLS SCHOOL GOVERNANCE RESOURCES EVENTS/TRAINING NEWS CONTACT VACANCIES  



Home >  News >  Schools >  St. Mary’s Macroom Co Cork News – April 2018

FILTER NEWS  + Add Filter  Show All

Third All Ireland Win for St. Mary’s Secondary School Macroom with Spacesavers Bank!

THEY’VE done it again.

The School Bank team from St Mary’s Secondary School – Caoimhe Moynihan, Hanna O’
Donovan, Miriam Murnane, Katie Sheehan, Jessica Buckley and Savannah Hickey with
their Business Studies teacher Arlene O’ Donoghue and AIB Student O�cer Eleanor
Dunne have won the All Ireland of the AIB Build a Bank Challenge 2018.

The students from St Mary’s Secondary School Macroom have won the top prize of
€5,000 and €250 each at the AIB Build a Bank Challenge competition beating opposition
from 138 Schools from all over the country.

The school has an absolutely amazing record in this competition, they have WON the
competition 3 times – in 2010, 2012 and now again in 2018 and they came 2nd in 2009.

The �nal took place in The RDS on Wednesday the 21st of March with 48 winning School Bank teams from each of the Regional Finals around the
country taking part.

The AIB Build a Bank Challenge sees a team of six students – selected to set up and manage a bank in the school, getting involved in everything
from sourcing new customers and opening AIB accounts to encouraging regular savings and exploring new ways to bank, such as AIB Phone &
Internet Banking. St Mary’s Bank this year is based around a Space/Astronomy theme, with their Slogan – “Taking your Savings out of this World!”

The Build a Bank programme links directly to the Business Curriculum and is an excellent, practical preparation for learning about running a
business.

Business Teacher Arlene O Donoghue says that “Taking part in this competition is extremely bene�cial to the students as they learned :
Presentation Skills, Business Plan Development, Marketing Techniques, Leadership and Teamwork, Digital Innovation, Customer Relationship
Management, Interview Experience and Finance education. Having a saving facility in the school is a huge bene�t to the entire student body, as
having a bank on site introduces students to the world of banking and encourages them to plan for their future by developing sound money
management skills.”

At the National Final, the girls had to deliver their 4 minute presentation on stage followed by 6 minutes of gruelling questioning from 3 Judges. The
girl’s standard of answering amazed everyone in the audience. They answered the Judges questions with con�dence and excellent professionalism.
They were an absolute credit to themselves, to their School and to their Parents.

6 teams were then shortlisted for the Final Stage Show where the girls had to deliver their presentation again, this time in front of the 3 Head
Judges and an audience of over 700 people.

Finally, once all of the Judges deliberations were complete Spacesavers Bank were crowned worthy winners. 
“They worked so hard on this project. They worked really well together as a team and were really innovative in their ideas for their Bank”, Arlene O’
Donoghue added.

The girls would like to take this opportunity to thank all of their sponsors from the locality. They would especially like to thank their Business
Teacher Arlene O’ Donoghue and also Eleanor Dunne from AIB Macroom who worked so hard with them during this competition, mentored &
supported them, believed in them and motivated them to succeed. 
Huge Congratulations to all involved!!!

 

Careers and Course Evening

A warm welcome is extended to all those in the Macroom community who might be interested in a careers and course evening in St. Mary’s
Secondary School on Thursday next, April 19th from 7pm-9pm. Representatives from Universities, Colleges and ETB schools o�ering third level
courses, as well as over 50 past pupils studying and working in a wide range of careers and courses will be in attendance. This has proved to be a
very informative event for the school community in the past.Students and parents from other schools are very welcome to attend.

 

Fundraiser

A fundraiser for St Mary’s Secondary School, Macroom will be held on Friday, April 27th at 8pm in the Castle Hotel. Lorraine Costello, a well-
established cake decorator and Eileen O’Brien, a well-known �oral artist from Kinsale Garden and Flower Club will both be demonstrating on the
night. It should prove to be a very enjoyable evening. Tickets €20 can be bought from the school o�ce (026) 41544 or the Castle Hotel (026) 41074.
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Mount St. Michael, Rosscarbery, celebrating victory
over Mitchelstown CBS in the Cork Post Primary
Schools Senior B Football �nal at CIT. 
Pic: Denis Minihane.

Senior ‘B’ County Champions

Mount St Michael Rosscarbery 1-20 Mitchelstown CBS 2-7: The result of the Cork Post Primary Schools Senior B football �nal Cork IT recently was
never in doubt as Mount St Michael’s dominant display was too much for Mitchelstown.

Mt. St. Michael had clocked up 1-8 before the north Cork side opened their scoring
and continued with three strong scores. Mt. St. Michael lead at the break 1-9 to 2-1 –
with Mitchelstown goals from Cathal O’Mahony (rebound from his penalty save by
Aaron O’Brien) and Mark Keane giving Mitchelstown hope that they could catch up.

However, with Mt. St. Michael’s Darragh Hayes accounting for 1-8 overall and Patrick
Hurley on �ve points, the victory was sealed. It was a great team performance by the
Rosscarbery school. Defensively strong, there were telling contributions too from
captain Ellis Wilson, Ian Jennings and Mark Hodnett as the west Cork out�t ran out
deserving 10-point winners. But it was an overall team performance that secured the
win – the culmination of a great journey to the �nal with many di�cult matches fought
and won – the most notable being their one point defeat of Coachford after extra time
in the semi-�nal. After a �ve year wait, the County Cup returns to Mount Saint Michael.

Scorers for Mount St Michael: CBS: D Hayes (1-8, 0-1 free), P Hurley (0-5), E Wilson (0-3),
P Hodnett, J O’Brien, M Hodnett and I Jennings (0-1 each).

Scorers for Mitchelstown: C O’Mahony (1-6, 0-1 free), M Keane (1-0), C Dollion (0-1).

Mount St Michael: (Carbery Rangers unless stated) A O’Brien; D Kerr, P Óg Hill, M O’Sullivan; K Scannell, C Hennessy, D Tobin (Kilmacabea); M
Hodnett, I Jennings (Kilmacabea); J O’Brien, E Wilson (Kilmacabea), B Kingston; D Hayes, P Hodnett, P Hurley. 
Subs: E Hayes (Carbery Rangers) for B Kingston (47 inj), A O’Rourke (Carbery Rangers) for D Hayes (60).

Mitchelstown CBS: T Watson (Kildorrery); C Whelton (Glanworth), T Vaughan (Ballyporeen), D Keane (Mitchelstown); D Connolly (Glanworth), D
Hyland (Fr Sheehy’s), J Hunter (Kildorrery); M Keane (Mitchelstown), S Murphy (Mitchelstown); J White (Mitchelstown), C Harrington (Kildorrery), C
Dollion (Kildorrery); M Caplice (Kildorrery), C O’Mahony (Mitchelstown), R Hennessy (Ballyporeen). 
Subs: T O’Sullivan (Kildorrery) for M Caplice (32), M Walsh O’Grady (Kildorrery) for J Hunter (40).

Senate Live Debate 

 
TY student Micheal Twomey who was selected to be part of the Senate’s televised live debate pictured with West Cork TD Margaret Murphy
O’Mahony at the Senate Live Debate. .

2nd Year Basketball

 
Mount Saint Michael 2nd year boys basketball squad who contest the All-Ireland quarter �nals in Kilkenny this week.

Take A Chance on Me

 
Mount Saint Michael Transition Year students who will perform their musical Take A Chance on Me all this week.

Green Schools Committee

 
Members of Mount Saint Michael Green Schools Committee who were instrumental in the school being awarded its 6th Green Flag for Global
Citizenship
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German Olympiad (From left to right: Meadhbh
Broderick, Ms Una Byrne (German Teacher), Fiona
Butler)

Meadhbh Broderick, Presentation College takes First Place in the National German Olympiad
Final and will represent Ireland in Germany this July.

The International German Olympiad (IDO – Internationale Deutscholympiade) is the
largest German language contest in the world.  Every two years, students from
between �fty and sixty countries around the world come together to demonstrate
their German knowledge.  Above all, they have fun, make new friends, and get to know
one another in and through the German language.

Each country selects two students to participate. To select the two students to
represent Ireland all pupils in Transition Year in Ireland were invited to enter a
competition. They had to prepare a written presentation or a short video in German
on the topic:  Meine Traumreise nach Deutschland” (“My Dream Trip to Germany”). 
The deadline was December 2017.

A Jury considered each presentation according to content, originality, creativity and
language expression, and chose up to twenty of the most outstanding presentations.
Both Meadhbh Broderick and Fiona Butler from Presentation College were among that
group. They were then invited to the Goethe Institute in Dublin to take part in the
National German Language Olympics Final on Friday, March 16th to compete with the
other �nalists.

Two participants were to be chosen at that stage to represent Ireland in the Internationale Deutscholympiade 2018 in Freiburg!  The day in Dublin
was very sociable, well-organised and great fun.  We started with lunch in the Goethe Institute on Fitzwilliam Square (the German learning
Headquarters in Ireland).  Students were then put into pairs and given topics and tasks to prepare.  They then presented them to the adjudicators,
organisers and teachers present in German. While they were preparing the presentations, the teachers chatted to each other and had a workshop
on the use of short �lms in the language classroom. The standard of presentations from the students was excellent. Meadhbh Broderick came 1
in the competition and, along with Laura Cosgrove from Middleton College, Cork who came 2 , will be representing Ireland in Freiburg in the
south of Germany this July.

This is the third time that Ireland will send two Transition Year pupils with an accompanying German Teacher (who will be chosen separately) to
compete in the Internationale Deutscholympiade (IDO). The event will take place from July 15-28, 2018 in Freiburg, where nearly sixty countries
from all over the world will compete.

The competition is not just about competing for the title. More important is the cultural exchange between students of German from all around the
world. Contacts and friendships that develop will form a lifelong international network.  We are delighted for Meadhbh that she will have this
fantastic opportunity and look forward to hearing how she gets on in the future.

 

Basketball Champions

Congratulations to the First Year Boys Basketball team who recently won the Southeast League Final and are now participating in the playo�s for
the All-Ireland Final. Well done also to their coach, Mr Vinnie Homan, for all of his hard work!

 

Mission Possible!

On Friday, 20  April, Presentation College were delighted to be awarded second place in the secondary schools category of the Mission Possible:
School Achievement Awards; an initiative dedicated to celebrating and acknowledging the work being carried out by schools to promote positive
mental health.

The awards recognise schools from all over the country for their e�orts in tackling mental health stigma, both in the classroom and in the wider
community, celebrating primary and secondary schools from all over Ireland for their contributions in educating, empowering and promoting
positive mental health to their students.

“Children spend on average six hours per day in school and so it is important that schools embrace their vital role in encouraging students to have
open discussions and conversations around mental health”. St. Patrick’s CEO, Paul Gilligan, continued by saying, “Schools can be a great setting for
building life skills and resilience. Teachers can provide a supportive environment where educating our young people on mental health is a priority.”

The prize of €500 will be invested into the Growing Positivity Project, focused on creating garden spaces around the school where the whole school
community can bene�t.

 

Green Schools Committee

We, along with many other schools, have received news from Green Schools that we have been successful in the process of receiving the Green
Flag and that we will be receiving the �ag in May at an award ceremony held in Kilkenny.

The committee members would sincerely like to thank anyone who helped us along the way on our journey to receiving this Green Flag.

If you would like to keep up-to-date with everything our committee is doing, you can follow us on Twitter @PresGreenSchool
(www.twitter.com/PresGreenSchool).

 

Pound!

Lesley Dempsey introduced “Pound” (�tness using drumsticks!) to Transition Year students in Presentation College recently. The students enjoyed a
‘Pound’ �tness class with Lesley Dempsey of Fusion Fitness during their Physical Education classes. We have been very lucky to have Lesley in with
us on several occasions this year and the students have had the chance to experience Zumba and various other types of �tness style classes.
Thank you, Lesley!

 

Fifth Year Retreat

Fifth Year students recently enjoyed their in-house retreat by the team, “Mustard Seed”. The day was full of fun, games, team bonding and self-
re�ection along with some necessary meditation and mindfulness. The students enjoyed a wonderful day, and a well-deserved break from their
daily studies!

 

Teagasc Talk

Transition Year Biology and Agricultural Science students had a very interesting talk on the work that goes on in the Teagasc, Oak Park, research
centre. John Spink, Head of Department – Crops and Fiona Hutton, technologist, spoke about ongoing research projects and the science behind
these. As a reward for their enthusiasm, all students were given a pack including seed Rooster potatoes to grow.
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IMTA 1  Year Maths Quiz

Congratulations to all 1  years who took part in the 1  round of the IMTA Mathematics
quiz.  Ailbhe Haran achieved the highest score in St. Aloysius’ room and Jack Lynch in St.
Margaret’s room. Jack will represent the school in the next round on Friday, the 27  of
April in St. Flannan’s College, Ennis. We wish him the best of luck.

 

The Clare Champion Short Story Competition

Congratulations to Conor Clancy, Shauna O’Kane and Nathan Brody who have been
shortlisted for the Clare Champion Short Story competition. Results will be announced on the 26  of April in the De Valera Library, Ennis at
7:30pm.  We wish them every success.

 

Seanad Youth Debate

Well done to Katelin Vaughan for her excellent performance in the Seanad Youth Debate on Tuesday, April 17 . The event was to commemorate
the granting of the female vote in 1918. Katelin was one of 16 students chosen from 350 nationwide to participate in three debating workshops
which culminated in a live debate in the Seanad.  The topic debated was “have women achieved full equality in our political, cultural and social
institutions”.

Katelin agreed that whilst some progress had been made much work had yet to be done. She focused her attention on the cultural aspect of the
debate proving that women had certainly not attained full equality in this area.  She emphasised that there needed to be a stronger appetite for
female equality and that women themselves needed to unite and make this a priority.

 

Being Your Best

On Friday, April 20 , students from the secondary schools in Lisdoonvarna and Ennistymon came together for a special programme in the Falls
Hotel, Ennistymon. The programme was organised by the North West Clare Family Resource Centre.

The programme, ‘Being Your Best’, is a half day programme for 2  year secondary students of the North West Clare Area that will provide
motivation, inspiration and information. The programme included a number of inspirational speakers including John Burke, founder of Elevate; a
Clare based organisation bringing wellbeing programmes to young people.

The students also had an opportunity to participate in two 30 minute taster activities during the event.  The activities on o�er were: yoga, �lm
making, animation, archery, team building, art/craft, circuit �tness training and singing/movement.

The introduction of these techniques will demonstrate to young people how to source other forms of relaxations other than drugs and alcohol.

 

Young Environmentalists

 

Mary Immaculate Secondary School have entered two projects in this year’s ECO-UNESCO Young Environmentalists competition. The projects have
been entered by second year and TY students.

The second year group has designed a number of games to help in the education of young people with regard to environmental issues. The TY
project is looking at community sustainability.

The two teams from the school were selected to pitch their projects at the Eco-Den in NUI Galway on 11  April 2018. Both teams were impressive
in their presentations and are eagerly awaiting news of whether they have been chosen to take part in the ECO-UNESCO Young Environmentalist
Awards showcase which will be held in the Mansion House in Dublin on 22  May.

 

Garda Information Meeting

On Tuesday the 17th of April 2018, the Transition Year students attended a Garda
Information meeting at St. Joseph’s Secondary School, Spanish Point, Co. Clare. Ms.
Leonard and Ms. Gallery accompanied the Transition Year students on the trip. This
session was very informative and the students engaged well in the discussions that took
place on the day. Detective Sergeant Mary McCormack (Online Exploitation Unit) gave
an outstanding talk on the problematic areas that she has to encounter on a daily basis
within her line of work. There were other keynote speakers such as the Juvenile Liaison
O�cers, Tra�c Corps, Drugs Unit, and Community Policing Garda. The Gardaí
highlighted the importance of the use of social media, bullying and road tra�c
accidents. Robert O’Connell, a TY student, gave a PowerPoint presentation highlighting
the importance and the role of The Gardaí within our society. In addition, students were
able to liaise with trainee Garda’s from The Garda Síochána College, Templemore, Co. Tipperary. This provided students with a deeper insight into
the training procedures. Overall, the day was very informative and the students found it very enjoyable.

 

German Scholarship

Kate Considine, a Transition Year student in Mary Immaculate Secondary School,
Lisdoonvarna, has received a scholarship for a German language course for 3 weeks in
Germany this summer.

Kate was invited by the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany to an
interview/language test at the Goethe Institute in Dublin on the 9th of April.  There, she
was interviewed, in German, by a panel, which had representatives from the State
Examinations Commission, the Goethe-Institut in Ireland and the cultural section of the
German Embassy.   She was successful in the interview and was o�ered a PAD
scholarship to a German language school for 3 weeks this June.

A PAD scholarship which is provided by the German Pedagogical Exchange Service is funded by the German Foreign O�ce. The selection is based
on students’ performances in German in their previous Junior Certi�cate Examination.

She will travel as part of a group of 24 Irish students. She will stay with a host family and attend a local school for 2 weeks in either Bad Iburg in
Western Germany or Beeskov in Eastern Germany.  The last 5 days of the trip will be spent in Berlin with all 24 students.

 

Success at SciFest@LIT

Mary Immaculate Secondary School had four projects entered in SciFest@LIT which was
held on 26 April 2018. Amy Woods from Ballyvaughan tasted success at the event by
winning the Senior Life Sciences category. She was also the recipient of the Abbott
Runner-up Best Project Award. The title of her project was “expansion rates of Japanese
knotweed (Fallopia japonica) in North Clare”.

The other entrants were Aoife Dowling with a project entitled “did the opening of an Aldi
store in Ennistymon a�ect the shopping patterns of people in North Clare?”, Kate
Considine with a project entitled “how much do dirty car headlights a�ect driver
visibility?” and Katie Thomas with her project entitled “the e�ect of acidic seawater on
Coralline algae and di�erent seashells”.

The students are all TY students. They were mentored in their research by John Sims.
Well done to all the students on all their hard work.
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1st Year Football

Our 1st year footballers brought home their �rst piece of silverware in the pres jersey winning the shield �nal of the Sweeney Oil PPS football blitz
in Pearse Stadium.

 

Nano 300

Along with our friends in Pres Headford, Pres Athenry and Calasanticus Oranmore, our students are busy preparing to celebrate Nano 300 in
Knock on May 10th. It promises to be a wonderful occasion.

 

Junk Kouture

Last week our TY students picked up 2 awards as the Junk Kouture national �nal in the 3 arena. An amazing achievement considering the huge
amount of entries.

 

Galway Heritage Project

Once again the Pres girls picked up the award for 1st place in the Galway Heritage project. For this project  they looked at traditional Irish music
and how it has travelled worldwide. Check out our you tube channel for the beautiful rendition of “Isle of Dreams” with Sean Keane tjey recorded
as part of the project.

 

2nd Year Debating Team

Our second year debaters picked up 1st prize in a competition organised by Western Region Drugs and Alcohol Task Force raising awareness of the
dangers of Drugs and Alcohol.
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Congratulations to 5th year student Carmel Byrne who is the female national winner of Aerprize! The
winners of the Aerprize competition were announced by Seosamh Somers, competition sponsor and
president of Angel City Flyers in Long Beach, California.

Carmel Byrne from Eureka Secondary School in Kells, Co. Meath and Conor Kennedy from  Castleknock
College in Dublin will spend six weeks in California this summer, training at Angel City Flyers to receive
their private pilot certi�cate. 
Round-trip travel, accommodations, and �ight training in the U.S. are included in the prize.

Aerprize is a national STEM competition created by Angel City Flyers and the
Irish Science Teachers’ Association. The competition was open to secondary

school students throughout Ireland. Working in teams or as individuals, entrants submitted an original �ve-minute video
explaining one of 16 STEM principles. Students whose top videos were chosen as �nalists went on to complete a
challenging aptitude test in spatial awareness, numerical reasoning and abstract reasoning, and have a face-to-face
interview with Somers in the Atlantic Flight Training Academy in Cork airport.

“The scope of all the �nalists’ discipline and skill was remarkable,” Somers said. “The enthusiasm for the competition and the talent and energy that went
into it truly signify the rigors of the students’ education and the dedication of the teachers who mentored them.”

All students received a framed certi�cate along with a bag and a nice polo shirts which
had the ISTA, IoP and Aerprize logo. Senator Jerry Buttimer, Minister for State at the
Department of Defense, was in attendance. Carmel Byrne was a member of an Aerprize
team of four students (Clodagh Kelly, Carmel Byrne, Lidusa Nagyova, Eva O’Byrne) called
the Outter Space Team and Mr. Lynch acted as ISTA sponsor teacher. Mr. Tierney of
Castleknock College was the ISTA sponsor for Conor Kennedy. Both students won an all-
expenses paid 7-week trip to the USA to train for their Private Pilot’s licence. Somers,
originally from County Wexford, said he created Aerprize to help students understand
the practical applications of science and engineering through aviation. He intends to
sponsor the competition every other year, with the next one slated for 2020. Aerprize is
a collaboration between the Irish Science Teachers’ Association (ISTA) and Angel City
Flyers. It is supported by Atlantic Flight Training Academy (AFTA) in Cork, and the Institute of Physics in Ireland. 
More info: http://www.aerprize.com
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