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28 February 2011

CEIST Education Office Updates
As outlined in our last e-news, CEIST has a number of exciting events
occuring in 2011. The Trustee support day for Chairpersons of CEIST
Schools Boards of Management will be held on the 14th May 2011 in
the Tullamore Court Hotel with proceedings commencing at 9.30am
and finishing at 2pm. The day will include useful support information for
our Chairpersons with input from each of the Directors of our Faith
Development, School Support and Finance Departments. We hope to
announce the keynote speakers on our next e-news edition.
CEIST invites you to two day's of Story, Song and Prayerful Optimism
with Fr. Liam Lawton. The CEIST Faith Development Team is also
holding it's second Holy Week Retreat starting on the night of Palm
Sunday 17th April 2011 and running until lunch time Tuesday 19th April
2011. All members of the CEIST community are very welcome to attend
this retreat.
The CEIST Education Conference will be held in the Sheraton Hotel,
Athlone, on the 29th and 30th of September 2011. We are very pleased
to have as one of our keynote speakers, Abbot Mark Partrick
Hederman OSB of Glenstal Abbey. The workshops for the conference
along with keynote speakers are being organised at present and details
will be published in due course.
Finally the season of Lent is nearly upon us and the CEIST Faith
Development team has published the following resources within it's
section of the CEIST website, which we trust you will find useful.

A day on the theme of the
International Eucharistic Congress
An idea has emerged from one of our CEIST Schools,
Coláiste Muire Crosshaven, which the Trust is happy to
support.
The idea invites TY students to partake in a youth event on the
theme of the International Eucharistic Congress 2012.

Finance Matters
Annual Accounts 2009-2010
Thank you to all our school Boards of Management who have
submitted their annual school accounts for the 2009-2010
academic year. The Trustees have been very busy in
reviewing and approving the accounts over the past months.
There remain a number of school accounts still outstanding
and we would be grateful to receive these in the coming days
so as to allow the Boards of Management to fulfil their financial
obligations under the Articles of Management for Catholic
Secondary Schools. Once the accounts are reviewed and
approved by the Trustees a copy must be sent to the Financial
Support Services Unit in J.M.B.
Annual School Budget 2011-2012
It is that time of year again when schools should start to
prepare their annual budget for the coming academic year i.e.
2011-2012. The templates and completion instructions are
available on the CEIST website and on the Financial Support
Services Unit (FSSU) website. The Trustees will be in contact
with schools in the coming days with further information to
assist our schools in the completion of the annual budget. The
deadline for submission of the 2011-2012 annual budget to the
Trustees is 31st March 2011.
CEIST Schools – Banking Arrangements
We are extremely grateful to all our schools who have
completed and returned the questionnaires in relation to
banking arrangements. The response to date has been
positive and we have begun the analysis. So that we can
conduct a comprehensive and productive review we would
urge all our schools to complete and return the questionnaires.
The deadline for return is 4th March 2011!
Some schools have experienced some minor difficulties in
collating the data and the Trustees have been able to assist in
this regard. If you are encountering any difficulties please
contact either Bernadette McKeown on (01)6510423 or Mike
Higgins on (01)6510424 who may be able to assist.

Date for Diaries
CEIST Education
Conference

Update from The Educena
Foundation
CEIST Schools – Insurance Agreement - Correction
“We wish to thank the BOM’s for returning their insurance
agreements over the last month. In the January E-News we
referred to the “Insurance agreement” with Allianz as the
“Allianz Service Level Agreement” which was considered
inaccurate by Allianz and could misrepresent their insurance
agreement with the Trustees and BOM’s.
We regret any inconvenience caused to Allianz by this
misunderstanding and in future it will be referred to as the
“Insurance Agreement”. In addition, we wish to clarify that the
CEIST schools will continue to benefit from the reduction in
premiums over the next two insurance years (2011/12 and
2012/13) under the Allianz Insurance Custodian School
Protection Policy and which is not dependent on the execution
and return of the Insurance Agreement forms.”

Date: 29th and 30th
September 2011
Venue: Sheraton Hotel,
Athlone, Co. Westmeath.
Keynote Speaker: Abbot
Mark Patrick Hederman,
Glenstal Abbey.
Trustee Support Day for
Chairpersons of CEIST
School Boards of
Management
Date: 14th May 2011
Venue: Tullamore Court
Hotel
Time: 9.30am - 2pm
Reflecting on Hope - A Day
with Liam Lawton
CEIST invites you to a day
of Story, Song and
Prayerful Optimism.

Dublin Pilgrimage for Young Mercy
Leaders
From 10-12 August 2011, students aged 16 - 25 from Mercy
schools and universities will travel to Mercy International
Centre in Dublin from Australia, New Zealand, the United
States and Britain and Ireland. These pilgrims will undertake
their journey in the light of the story of Catherine McAuley,
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy.
Students who participate in this pilgrimage will emerge with a
deeper appreciation of our Mercy tradition: past, present, and
future.
Irish students from nine CEIST Mercy schools are already
planning to attend this international celebration of Mercy
worldwide.

Presentation Sisters Celebrate 200
Years in Carlow
A celebration Mass for the 200th anniversary of the arrival of
the Presentation Sisters in Carlow took place on Saturday,
29th January in Carlow Cathedral.
A choir made up of past pupils, teachers, and friends of
Presentation, together with some members of the Carlow
Cathedral Choir sang under the direction of Mrs Marion Landy.

Why Remain Catholic Today?
A Lenten Lecture Series comprising four presentations on the
topic of remaining a Catholic in today's world, will commence
on Friday 11th March, 2011.
The series is aimed at all who have an interest in the state of
our Church today and who may wish to explore the potential
for personal and parish renewal.

CSW Reflection from Presentation
Secondary School Currylea Students
The following is a very interesting reflection on Catholic
Schools Week from students of Presentation Secondary
School Currylea, Tuam, Co. Galway.
The article was presented by students Soracha O'Rourke,
Katie St. John, Jessica Cosgrove and Katie Newell.

Presentation Secondary School
Waterford All-Ireland Basketball Win!
Presentation Waterford U16 ‘C’ Basketball team made history
by reaching their first All-Ireland final on 25th January in the
National Basketball Arena.
The team arrived at the arena anticipating a highly competitive
game against last years All-Ireland semi-finalists Portmarnock
Community School.
The atmosphere in the arena was electric during the Nation
Anthem with both sets of supporters creating a crescendo of
noise prior to tip off.

St. Mary s Secondary School,
Nenagh, Welcomes the Bishop
On Wednesday 2nd February Bishop Kieran O’Reilly visited
St. Mary’s Secondary School, Nenagh, to celebrate Catholic
Schools’ Week with them.
Bishop O’Reilly met with students and staff, as well as
representatives of the Board of Management, the Parents’
Council and CEIST, before celebrating the Eucharist with the
whole school in Nenagh parish church, St. Mary’s of the
Rosary, together with the priests of the parish.

Scoil Bhríde Tuam invite past pupils
for inaugural annual school recital
The search is on for as many past pupils of the highly
acclaimed Mercy Convent, Tuam orchestra to make contact
with their old alma mater for the purposes of a reunion
concert.
It is the brainchild of school Principal Gearóid Leen who
wishes to invite past pupils to their annual recital on March
5th, 2011.

International Day in Our Lady of
Mercy College Beaumont
Our Lady of Mercy College Beaumont, Dublin held their
International Day recently in the school. The international
students set up stands displaying their culture and many
offered food tastings.
The school was honoured with a visit from Mr Hugo Hamilton
who spoke to the students about growing up in Ireland as part
of a multi cultural household.

St. Paul's Secondary School
Oughterard Student Picked on Irish
Soccer Team!
Conor Shaughnessy, a 3rd year student in St. Paul's
Secondary School, Oughterard, Co. Galway was recently
selected to play on the Irish U-15 Soccer team.
Conor was selected having come through a series of trial
matches which involved players from throughout Ireland and
the UK. He was one of only two players to make the final cut.
In December Conor represented Ireland in Qatar.

Mercy Secondary School Kilbeggan
Win Leinster Gaelic Football Title!
Mercy Secondary School Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath, enjoyed
a great win recently in the North Leinster Colleges Senior
Football "C" final.
The final was played at Meath Centre of Excellence Dunganny
on the 21st January 2011. Mercy Secondary School Kilbeggan
beat Ardee Community School on a final scoreline of 4 - 10 to
3 - 6.

St. Raphael's College Loughrea
Students explore world of
nanotechnology
TO celebrate Nanoweek 2011, students from St Raphael's
College in Loughrea, Co. Galway joined their counterparts
from Coláiste na Coiribe in Galway city as they got an
introduction to the futuristic world of nanotechnology from the
group, NanoNet.

John Paul II Awards
The Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin held its first awards
ceremony for young people who had participated in the Pope
John Paul II Awards Programme, working in parishes,
participating in fundraising projects, undertaking work in
charity shops, with the elderly and so forth.
Of the one hundred and fourteen participants fifty six are
currently attending CEIST schools.

President McAleese Visits St
Joseph s Secondary School, Rush
President of Ireland, Mary McAleese visited St Joseph’s
Secondary School on Friday 28 January, 2011.
Once in the school, the President was formally welcomed by
the Principal, Patricia Hayden, Chair of the BOM, Jim Kilgarriff,
Deputy Principal, Jacinta Owens and Deputy Head Boy and
Girl, Sean McCormac and Shauna Lynch.

Zambia Week 2011 at Presentation
College Carlow
Presentation College Carlow celebrated Zambia week 2011
recently with the visit of Mrs. Beatrice Nosiku, Principal of
Kaoma Community School, for her second visit to
Presentation College and Ms. Audrey Likando, a teacher at
Kaoma Community School, who was visiting for the first time.
They received a huge Céad Míle Fáilte from Principal Ray
Murray and from fifth year and transition year students at a
colourful welcoming ceremony in the school.

Lenten Programme for Schools for
2011
The Sisters of Mercy have prepared a programme for Lent
2011, which religion teachers in Mercy schools might be
interested in following with a group of students.
It comprises of a 30 minute meeting once a week for the
weeks of Lent. The meeting will include a short input on
Catherine McAuley and then a time for those present to pray
for the sick through the intercession of Catherine McAuley.

'Joining the Dots' - St Mary's
Secondary School Nenagh
A group of staff from St Mary's Secondary School, Nenagh,
Co. Tipperary, have just completed the 'Joining the Dots'
programme facilitated by Margaret Farrell.
The group attended for five evening sessions exploring their
own spirituality and the ways in which their faith connects with
and informs their lives - and especially their work lives.
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Click here for more
information.
CEIST Holy Week Retreat
The second CEIST Holy
Week Retreat will begin on
the evening of Palm
Sunday - 17th April 2011.
Click here for more details.
School Newsletters
We are receiving an ever
increasing number of
newsletters, which contain
much information on
achievements, celebrations
and events in our schools.
Newsletters have long
been recognised as an
efficient mode of
communication between
the school, homes and the
community.
We include for your perusal
two super publications
recently received from
Mercy Mounthawk, Tralee
and Our Lady of Mercy
Drimnagh, Dublin 12.
Useful Mobile
Educational App
Mobile technologies are
developing at an
astonishing pace at
present, none more so than
in the field of apps for
smartphones.
A quite useful educational
app worth downloading on
your phone is
Dictionary.com, which is a
free online dictionary and
thesaurus available at the
moment, with over one
million definitions in its
database.

Recent News

A Day on the theme of the International
Eucharistic Congress for CEIST schools (Cork
Area)

--- Select ---

Any

Friday 18th February 2011
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A Day on the theme of the International Eucharistic
Congress for CEIST schools in the Cork area.
An idea has emerged from one of our CEIST
Schools, Coláiste Muire Crosshaven, which the Trust
is happy to support. The idea invites TY students to
partake in a youth event on the theme of the
International Eucharistic Congress 2012.
This event is open exclusively to CEIST Cork
Schools. (The idea may take root in other parts of the country subsequently).
Theme: "Communion with Christ and with one another”.

E-News

Venue: Sacred Heart Missionaries Western Road Cork.

Monthly School Feature

Date: Tuesday 29th March 2011
Time: 9.30 - 2.30
Speaker: Fr. Julian Greene, Director I.E.C. England and Wales.
Background: Dublin will host the 50th International Eucharistic Conference on the 50th anniversary of the
opening of the Second Vatican Council.
TY Project: Transition Year students are invited to prepare a project (one per school) which may be
accompanied by a power point presentation to be displayed on March 29th on the theme of the International
Eucharistic Congress. The project will be displayed at the venue and judged by a panel of experts. Students
will be given the opportunity to share their research with the other participants. Following the event these
projects can be displayed in a prominent place in the school to help the school community reflect on the
Congress. Places are limited to 12 students per school.
On the day: Students will participate in a full programme of youth-centered activities for the day. Bring
packed lunch, tea/coffee provided. Full school uniform to be worn and students to be accompanied by a
teacher. Students are invited to bring musical instruments.
We acknowledge that this is short notice but hope that you will find some energy for this worthwhile project
and important subject area. The Eucharist is central to our faith as Catholics and this is an opportune moment
for our young people to explore its riches and to share these insights with their peers both in their own
schools and with their sister CEIST schools.
In the context of the shortness of time we suggest that research on the projects could be carried out by the
students during mid-term and/or over work experience if the students are so engaged.
R.S.V.P. Friday 18th February if you are thinking of participating.
Please feel free to contact me for further clarifications if needed. Looking forward to hearing from you,
Lloyd Bracken, CEIST Faith Development Co-ordinator.
Phone: 0861704643

Eucharistic Congress Project suggestions
Eucharistic Congress Project Suggestions

Official Website for the International Eucharistic Congress: http://www.iec2012.ie/

© CEIST | Contact Us | Privacy Policy | Sitemap | Links | Feedback | FAQ | Login

Recent News

Dublin Pilgrimage for Young Mercy Leaders
Friday 25th February 2011
From 10-12 August 2011, students aged 16 - 25 from Mercy schools and universities will travel to Mercy
International Centre in Dublin from Australia, New Zealand, the United States and Britain and Ireland. These
pilgrims will undertake their journey in the light of the story of Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Sisters of
Mercy.
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Students who participate in this pilgrimage will emerge with a deeper appreciation of our Mercy tradition:
past, present, and future.
Irish students from nine CEIST Mercy schools are already planning to attend this international celebration of
Mercy worldwide.
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During these three days a large variety of workshops will take place, all designed to enhance students’
understanding of Mercy and of the charism of Catherine McAuley, as they enjoy the experience of being
present in Catherine’s first House of Mercy on Baggot St. Both Lloyd Bracken and Margaret Farrell of CEIST
will be facilitating workshops.
Margaret Farrell is on the planning committee for the pilgrimage and was privileged to participate recently in a
worldwide Conference Call with the leaders of the delegations which will be attending. Among those
participating in the call was Ronel Moore from Christchurch.
We are all thinking at this time, in the aftermath of the earthquake, of the Mercy communities in Christchurch,
Sisters, teachers, students and their families. Please be assured of our prayer during these difficult days and
weeks. We look forward to welcoming your delegation to Ireland in happier times later this year.
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Presentation Sisters Celebrate 200 Years in Carlow
Thursday 3rd February 2011
A celebration Mass for the 200th anniversary of the arrival of the Presentation Sisters in Carlow took place
last Saturday, 29th January in Carlow Cathedral.

--- Select ---

Any

Any

Events
CEIST Annual Conference
E-News
Monthly School Feature

A choir made up of past pupils, teachers, and friends of Presentation, together with some members of the
Carlow Cathedral Choir sang under the direction of Mrs Marion Landy.
The music for the Mass was composed especially for the occasion by Sr. Cecilia Molloy PBVM.
Sr. Elizabeth Maxwell, Provincial Leader, told the story of the Sisters early days in Carlow and up to the
present day, while pupils from Scoil Mhuire gan Smál, conducted by principal Bernie Murphy, led the final
hymn, the Presentation anthem, 'Who Will Light the Lantern?'.
Sr. Anna Hyland, who has been part of the Presentation community in Carlow for 44 years, welcomed all
those present, while Sr. Peggy Campion read the reflection after Communion and Sr. Anne Marie Farragher
thanked all those who had joined the Sisters for this celebration, pointing out that on 29th January 1811 three
Presentation Sisters had arrived in Carlow, and today, in January 2011, once again, there are three
Presentation Sisters in Carlow. "The rest" she said, "is in God's hands".
A magnificent 'tapestry', depicting Nano Nagle and the journey of Presentation to Carlow, was made by the
teachers and pupils of Presentation College, Askea, to commemorate the occasion, and was displayed close
to the altar.
After the Mass all were invited to a celebration meal in the Seven Oaks Hotel. Later in the afternoon a
commemorative plaque was unveiled outside the Carlow Library - and, soon to be opened, museum
- situated in the old Presentation Convent on Tullow Street.
The Presentation Sisters were honoured by a Civic Reception on the Friday night before the Saturday
celebrations.

Photos from the 200th Celebration Mass

Presentation School band
welcomes guests at 200
year celebrations for
Presentation Sisters in
Carlow.

Pictured above Sr. Anne
Marie Farragher and Sr.
Anna Hyland with the
Annals and original
chalice.

Sr. Yvonne Jennings and
Sr. Concepta O'Brien
greet the day!

Tapestry conveying history
of the sisters in Carlow.

Pictured above Sr. Anne
Marie Farragher, Sr. Anna
Hyland and Anne Kelleher, CEO, CEIST.

Celebration Mass Leaflet
Carlow Presentation Sisters 200 Years.doc
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Why Remain Catholic Today?
Tuesday 15th February 2011
A Lenten Lecture Series comprising four presentations on the topic of remaining a Catholic in today's world,
will commence on Friday 11th March, 2011.
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The series is aimed at all who have an interest in the state of our Church today and who may wish to explore
the potential for personal and parish renewal.
Each presentation will be followed by an opportunity for conversation on the topic. Click here to make an
enquiry.
Dates as follows;

Events

Friday 11th March, 2011 - Baroness Nuala O'Loan DBE
Tuesday 22nd March, 2011 - Bishop Willie Walsh
Tuesday 5th April, 2011 - Mr. Ned Prendergast, Director of Faith Development CEIST
Tuesday 12th April, 2011 - Fr. Mark Hederman OSB - Glenstal Abbey

CEIST Annual Conference
E-News
Monthly School Feature

7.30pm - 9.30pm each evening
Cost: Donation
Venue:
Mount St. Anne's Retreat and Conference Centre
Killenard, Portarlington, Co. Laois
057-8626153
msannes@eircom.net
www.mountstannes.com
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CSW Reflection from Presentation Secondary
School Currylea Students
Tuesday 15th February 2011
--- Select --The following is a reflection on Catholic Schools Week from students of Presentation Secondary School
Currylea, Tuam, Co. Galway.
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The article was presented by students Soracha O'Rourke, Katie St. John, Jessica Cosgrove and Katie
Newell.
This week in our academic calendar has been christened "Catholic School Week", in which the true, infinite,
and some times over looked gift, of a Catholic School, is being amplified and expressed. Our riverside retreat
of Currylea is one of such educational establishments whose soaring scholarly drive is balanced by the
tender caress of an unfaltering spiritual identity.
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If you googled the phrase "Catholic School", or perhaps flicked through your little blue collins dictionary you
would probably be greeted by monotone, emotionless explanations such as "A learning institution that
supports the work of the Catholic Church and its ministries."
That's what I discovered anyway when I was left to my own devices. Yet, after my quick, bolt of research I
was left unsatisfied with my supposedly accurate results. Because something so elusive, so ponder able, so
abstract cannot be confined by the cage of the English language, restrained inside a tidy sentence or
captured by a full stop.
To be a Catholic school is not an honour that can be explained in words, it is simply a foundation on which a
school is built, as important of an asset as the bricks, the cement and tiles that are a part of the physical
presence of the college.
The aura of Catholic belief and spirituality is not limited to the regime of a set, inflexible curriculum, which
does not extend beyond the three classes a week of formal learning dedicated to it. It radiates through the
attitudes, sentiments and morals of every young lady who dons our school crest. Seeing the communal
sisterhood of students in our hallway's is more enlightening than any encyclopedia entry.
To witness the shared camaraderie, efforts to support those around us and the refined, eloquent gentleness
that every presentation girl holds within herself, is a testimony to the Catholic ethos that permeates this very
building.
It is heard in the joyful, carefree laughter that echoes from the shiny tiles. It is noticed in the almost maternal
affection that the elders of this educational based family hold for their younger counterparts. It is recognised
in the diligent, unstoppable, force that battles in every student, as they strive not to surpass others but to
simply do their own personal best.
An unteachable trait to work hard, exist modestly in success, to reflect on mistakes with a positive outlook
and to rejoice in fellow students achievements dominates in the personalities of our student body. To be a
Catholic school can not be learned, it is created in the atmosphere that surrounds us.
The spirit of a Catholic school prevails in the delicate, angelic, exquisite voices of our choir, accompanied of
course by the flawless, melodic lullaby created by our army of skilled violin masters, credited piano key
tamers and graceful flute charmers.
Each note, bar and symphony created from nothing is possessed, controlled, made to swirl up from their
instruments of origin, to pirouette, twirl and float high above, blending together to create a divine message. A
prayer in itself.
We have not randomly struck luck here in currylea, as regards our religious department, but rather we have
been ecclesiastically blessed. This closely knit team comprises our passionate teachers including Mrs Mahon
coordinator of the Religion Department, and our spiritual role model Sr Dorothy, a Presentation Sister, who
works
incessantly to make sure the river of belief never runs dry and our dedicated chaplain Fr Sean, who's
paternal, friendly and casual presence never goes unnoticed during his frequent visits while also possessing
an uncanny ability to know almost every individual of our clan of 400 by name.
It is no accident that we can proudly boast the fact we are a Catholic school, because every moral, belief and
value laid down by this premise of learning, echoes the teachings and message of our higher powers.
It is easy to exist in harmony, to try and mirror the mannerism of hope, charity and generosity, when it is seen
and felt all around us, like a shawl of understanding or a warm affectionate caress. Every project, lesson and
undertaking, just like this week's theme, truly rooted in Christ.
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Presentation Secondary School Waterford Win AllIreland U16 Basketball Title!
Thursday 24th February 2011
--- Select --Presentation Waterford U16 ‘C’ Basketball team made history by reaching their first All-Ireland final on 25th
January in the National Basketball Arena.
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The team arrived at the arena anticipating a highly competitive game against last years All-Ireland semi
finalists Portmarnock Community School. The atmosphere in the arena was electric during the Nation
Anthem with both sets of supporters creating a crescendo of noise prior to tip off.
The 1st quarter was an
even contest with both
teams playing excellent
basketball. Presentation
guards Valerie O’Brien
and Dawn O’Sullivan
started confidently
controlling the offence
whilst Emily Fanning,
Jane Crowley and Chloe
Morrissey were proving
hard to break down with
same excellent defence
under the boards.
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At the end of an intense
first quarter Portmarnock
led by a single point.

Early in the 2nd quarter
the Pres girls turned up
the heat and went on a
7:0 run starting with a
clever inside score from Chloe, a long 2 pointer from Jane and two swishes from the line from Shannon
Keane. Just before half time a massive 3 by Dawn O’Sullivan raised the roof of the arena as the Pres
supporters went wild. As half time approached the Pres held a slender 20:14 lead over Portmarnock. This
game was obviously far from over.
At the start of the 3rd quarter Portmarnock lifted their game and at one stage narrowed the gap between the
two sides to a single basket. However some excellent defence from Eniola Oladiti, Emily Fanning and Jane
Crowley coupled with Chloe Morrissey’s highly effective man to man defence on the Portmarnock point guard
ensured that the oppositions scoring chances were kept to a minimum for the remainder of the quarter. In the
final quarter the Pres girls went from strength to strength with some quality baskets from Valerie, Emily and
Dawn. This saw the Pres slowly pull away from a very spirited Portmarnock side who fought for every score
until the last seconds of the game.
An emotional final whistle
saw the Presentation
emerge as winners by a
score of 38:24.
Collecting the cup on
behalf of the team joint
captains Valerie O’Brien
and Dawn O’Sullivan
acknowledged the spirit
and commitment of the
players and thanked
Coach Jenny Coady for all
her expertise in guiding
them to the final.

They also paid tribute to
Helga Weber-Doyle for
her constant support,
encouragement and
organisation. The icing on
the cake was an M.V.P.(most valued player) performance from Dawn O’Sullivan with an impressive 15 points
on the day.
The team however have little time to celebrate their win as they are now preparing to represent the Southeast
in the All-Ireland semi-final play-offs which are being played in Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo on March 12th.
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International Day in Our Lady of Mercy College
Beaumont
Tuesday 15th February 2011
--- Select --Our Lady of Mercy College Beaumont, Dublin held their International Day recently in the school.
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The international students set up stands displaying their culture and many offered food tastings.
All of the students had an opportunity to visit the stands and ask questions. Some students recited poems in
their native languages while others put on dancing displays.
The school was honoured with a visit from Mr Hugo Hamilton who spoke to the students about growing up in
Ireland as part of a multi cultural household.

Events

Students were enthralled by his talk. Ms Offiah was delighted with her 6th International Day and she was
helped by Ms McGovern and Ms O'Reilly.

CEIST Annual Conference

Photos from International Day

E-News
Monthly School Feature
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St. Mary’s Secondary School, Nenagh, Welcomes
the Bishop
Wednesday 23rd February 2011
--- Select --On Wednesday 2nd February Bishop Kieran O’Reilly visited St. Mary’s Secondary School, Nenagh, to
celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week with them.
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Bishop O’Reilly met with students and staff, as well as representatives of the Board of Management, the
Parents’ Council and CEIST, before celebrating the Eucharist with the whole school in Nenagh parish church,
St. Mary’s of the Rosary, together with the priests of the parish.
During the Mass, Bishop O’Reilly encouraged all the students to remember the words of St Paul to Timothy
and “Fan into a flame” the gifts that each has been given, and most particularly the gift of their Faith.
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Congratulations to all those who worked together to make this liturgy such a meaningful and memorable
event, the readers, musicians, singers, servers, those who participated in the Offertory Procession and of
course, the teachers who guided the preparation for the occasion.
It was a vibrant and faith-filled celebration of the Eucharist, and one which will long be remembered by the
whole school community.

Photos from the Bishop's Visit
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Scoil Bhríde Tuam invite past pupils for inaugural
annual school recital
Wednesday 16th February 2011
--- Select --The search is on for as many past pupils of the highly acclaimed Mercy Convent, Tuam orchestra to make
contact with their old alma mater for the purposes of a reunion concert.
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It is the brainchild of school Principal Gearóid Leen who wishes to invite past pupils to their annual recital
early next month.
Scoil Bhríde Tuam's choirs and orchestras are celebrating their centenary and want to make this a special
event.

Events

Mr. Leen is hoping that past pupils of the orchestra will make contact with the school so that a novel concert
of old and new can be held in the school.

CEIST Annual Conference

The event is happening on March 3rd 2011 in the large concert hall in the school and past pupils can
experience the talents of the current orchestra, which is the biggest in the country having 163 members!.

E-News

There will be a reception in the school for the past pupils along with the current pupils and staff, and while the
concert is free, they are limited to a certain number of seats so that is why they are specificially looking for
past members of the orchestra and choirs.

Monthly School Feature
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St. Paul's Secondary School Oughterard Student
Picked on Irish Soccer Team!
Tuesday 15th February 2011
--- Select ---
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Conor Shaughnessy, a 3rd year student in St. Paul's Secondary School,
Oughterard, Co. Galway was recently selected to play on the Irish U-15 Soccer
team.
Conor was selected having come through a series of trial matches which involved
players from throughout Ireland and the UK. He was one of only two players to
make the final cut. In December Conor represented Ireland in Qatar.
In his first game he scored the winning goal. He played central mid-field and his
goal was described on the FAI website as follows;
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'Shaughnessy produced the moment of the match by acrobatically turning mid-air
to volley home the winner."
Conor's brother, Joe, a past pupil of St. Paul's, also enjoyed considerable success
with his club and county before becoming a professional footballer in Aberdeen.
He won Irish Caps also last Summer at U-19 level against Macedonia and Ukraine.
Conor played with the local Soccer club before moving to Mervue Utd and later to Salthill Devon FC .
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Mercy Secondary School Kilbeggan Win Leinster
Gaelic Football Title!
Tuesday 15th February 2011
--- Select --Mercy Secondary School Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath, enjoyed a great win recently in the North Leinster
Colleges Senior Football "C" final.

Any

Any

The final was played at Meath Centre of Excellence Dunganny on the 21st January 2011. Mercy Secondary
School Kilbeggan beat Ardee Community School on a final scoreline of 4 - 10 to 3 - 6.
The team trailed at half-time by a single point 2 - 5 to 2 - 4 and were really up against it but they came good
in the second half when it really mattered to register a great win.
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The Ógspórt Lú website for their match report mentioned that David Fennel was man of the match and the
key player for Kilbeggan, Kieran Glennon on the forty was superb and it was he who kept them in the game in
the first half by sweeping up behind the Louth midfield, Shane Clavin, Niall Kelly, Liam Varley, Aaron O’Brien
and Paul Fennell were key players for Kilbeggan.
Team: Liam Henery, Michael Heeney, Shane Clavin, David Keegan, Mike Denver, Liam Varley, Stephen
Nally, Eoin Quinn 0 - 1, Pietro Scarnicchio, Paul Fennell 1 - 1, Kieran Glennon 0 - 1, David Fennel 1 - 2,
Christopher Gorry, Niall Kelly 1 - 1, Aaron O’Brien 2 – 4 (4F).
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St. Raphael's College Loughrea Students explore
world of nanotechnology
Thursday 10th February 2011
--- Select ---
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TO celebrate Nanoweek 2011, students from St Raphael's College in Loughrea, Co. Galway joined their
counterparts from Coláiste na Coiribe in Galway city as they got an introduction to the futuristic world of
nanotechnology from the group, NanoNet.
NanoNet is a single body, made up of organisations
from academia and industry that work with
nanoscience, which is designed to represent and
promote awareness of nanoscience in Ireland and
the contribution it makes to the Irish economy.
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NanoNet Ireland, the group behind Nanoweek 2011,
engaged in a range of hands-on demonstrations,
showing St Raphael's College in Loughrea and
Colaiste na Coiribe, Galway students why scientists
are working on a scale that is one billionth of a metre
and how the materials they experiment on can
behave so differently on the nanoscale.
NanoNet Ireland visited St Raphael's College to
promote nanoscience and to demonstrate how this
emerging science discipline can be applied in the
development of new technologies.
Nanoweek 2011 ran from 31st January – 4th February 2011 and it's aims were to highlight how critical
nanoscience is and will be for the future success of the Irish economy.

Click here to view the NanoNet website for more
details on Nanoweek.
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John Paul II Awards
Friday 4th February 2011
The Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin held its first awards ceremony for young people who had participated in
the Pope John Paul II Awards Programme, working in parishes, participating in fundraising projects,
undertaking work in charity shops, with the elderly and so forth.

--- Select ---
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The programme was launched in November 2009 in the new GBS Theatre in Carlow and the first group of
participants received their certificates in the Seven Oaks Hotel in Carlow on Thursday 27th January 2011.
Of the one hundred and fourteen participants fifty six are currently attending CEIST schools.
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These students were from
Presentation de la Salle
College, Bagenalstown
(pictured above),
Presentation College, Carlow, St. Leo’s College, Carlow, Coláiste Iosagáin, Portarlington, and Scoil Chriost
Rí, Portlaoise,
Congratulations to each of the students, on their great achievement, and thanks to their teachers and to their
parishes, for all their encouragement and support.

Pictured above are
students from St. Leo's
Carlow receiving their certificates.
Click here to view article from the Kandle website on the awards.
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President McAleese Visits St Joseph’s Secondary
School, Rush
Wednesday 2nd February 2011
--- Select ---
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President of Ireland, Mary McAleese visited St Joseph’s Secondary School on Friday 28 January, 2011. Local
people lined the streets as her car approached the school. Once in the school, the President was formally
welcomed by the Principal, Patricia Hayden, Chair of the BoM, Jim Kilgarriff, Deputy Principal, Jacinta Owens
and Deputy Head Boy and Girl, Sean McCormac and Shauna Lynch.
Second Year student Sam Smith presented President McAleese with a Braille message of welcome. It was a
lovely gesture and Sam did the school proud.
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The President posed for photographs and then proceeded through a guard of honour to the library where she
met with pupils. Pupils who had participated in the school’s Zambia Project talked to the President about their
fundraising campaign and their experiences while in Zambia.

CEIST Annual Conference

Conan Byrne, from Sporting Fingal (who led the project) and John O’Brien (General Manager Sporting
Fingal) announced their intention of leading another Zambia Project with St Joseph’s in 2012.
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St Joseph’s scientists showed off their prize-winning SciFest Projects to President McAleese. The President
was impressed by the pupils’ interest in alternative forms of energy and answered the President’s many
questions about the projects.
The President also had the opportunity to meet some Transition Year students who proudly explained their
mini-company projects, involvement in Young Social Innovators and their Exchange Programmes with
Germany and Spain.
The German exchange students happened to be in St Joseph’s for the President’s visit and were lucky
enough to shake hands with the President. They return to Germany with a fantastic tale to tell.
Finally, having been entertained by the school’s Samba Drummers and Fag Parade (celebrating 22
nationalities in the school) the President addressed the assembled school in the Hall.
Her speech was inspiring and the pupils hung on every word – you could hear a pin drop as the President
talked of the welcoming atmosphere in the school. She referred to Head Girl, Kamila Ponikwia’s words of
welcome in her speech much to the delight of Kamila who proudly represented the school with Head Boy,
Luke Coghlan. In her speech President McAleese recounted stories of her own education and that of her
parents.
The President explained how her own mother likened the chance of an education to winning the National
Lottery.
President McAleese noted St Joseph’s strong links with the Trinity Access Programme and reminded
students of the bar on women students, which existed in Trinity College until 1904!
On Behalf of the BOM, CEIST and Mercy Sisters, the Principal thanked President McAleese for honouring St
Joseph’s by her visit. The principal also wished President McAleese well in the next phase of her career,
noting that whatever position she might hold, she will do so with the moral authority of a President who has
the respect of all the people.

Photos from the Presidental Visit

Pictured above are
members of the Sisters of
Mercy, Board of
Management and
Trustees with the President.

Pictured above President McAleese addressing the 50th
Anniversary of St Joseph's Secondary School Rush.

St. Joseph's welcomes
the visit of the President.
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'Joining the Dots' - St Mary's Secondary School
Nenagh
Friday 25th February 2011
--- Select --A group of staff from Nenagh have just completed the 'Joining the Dots' programme facilitated by Margaret
Farrell, Faith Development Co-ordinator, CEIST.
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The group attended for five evening sessions exploring their own spirituality and the ways in which their faith
connects with and informs their lives - and especially their work lives.
Participants said that it is difficult to find time for reflection in busy lives and that "this set time every week was
very valuable"; it was "lovely to have time out for oneself"; "to 'mull'over issues of importance - Christian
teacher, work and faith" and it was "a chance to reconnect with source - interesting to do it in social context listen to others, share".
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Pictured above (LtoR)
back row are Lynn Brophy,
Ruth Knox, Eileen Troy
and Sarah Clifford. Front
row: Valerie Hunt, Margaret Farrell (CEIST) and Luke O'Connor. Missing from the photo is Sr. Maureen
Frawley.
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