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03 November 2014

Latest News from the Trust
The month of October was a busy one for the Trust with a number of
seminars taking place. CEIST arranged in-service days for school
caretakers towards the end of the month and we are grateful to the
CEIST schools who hosted the seminars.
The Trust also arranged an additional induction day for new Principals
and Deputy Principals on Oct 8th, which was kindly hosted by St
Mary's Secondary School, Nenagh. A Trustee Support day for
Chairpersons of CEIST School Boards of Management was held on
Saturday 18th October. More information on these and other events are
included within this edition.

Sr. Nuala O'Leary RIP
CEIST would like to offer their sympathies to the Presentation
Sisters and family of Sr. Nuala O'Leary who died on Friday. Sr.
Nuala was Principal in Presentation Secondary School
Listowel up to recently. While she had been ill she only retired
from this position at the start of the Summer. Sr. Nuala was
known as a very hard working and committed Principal. Her
past pupils and colleagues held her in highest esteem and
always spoke fondly of her enthusiasm and energy.
In this month of the Holy Souls may she rest in peace. Sr.
Nuala's requiem mass will take place today Monday in St.
Joseph's Church Rathmore with burial afterwards in the
Church grounds.

CEIST In-Service Day for School
Caretakers
To assist them in their very valuable work in schools, inservice days were arranged for the Caretakers in our CEIST
schools.
CEIST are very grateful to Allianz who kindly agreed to
sponsor the workshops.

CEIST Information Session for
Chairpersons
In terms of school governance October 15th is a significant
date in the calendar. On this day every year new Boards in
various schools take up office.
This year thirty three CEIST schools have new Boards of
Management and will serve for a three year term up to 14th
Oct 2017.
The CEIST team therefore thought it was timely to have its
annual information session for Chairpersons on Saturday 18th
October.

Save The Date!
Coláiste Bríde, Clondalkin
in association with O2 (part
of the Three group) and
Microsoft would like to
invite you and a colleague
to attend a half day event in
their school where you will
see how schools can
enhance education through
the use of technology.
The event takes place in
Coláiste Bríde from
10.30am sharp until 3pm
sharp on Wednesday 12th
November 2014 limited
numbers available on a first
come, first served basis.
CEIST Annual Statistical
Returns 2014-15

CSP Launch Paper on the Future of
Catholic Education
Catholic Schools Partnership recently launched a paper on the
future of Catholic Education in Presentation Secondary
School, Warrenmount, Dublin.
Presentation Warrenmount was a hive of activity on Monday
13th October with the media launch of an important document
on the future of Catholic Education.
Emma O’Kelly of RTE and Katherine Donnelly of the Irish
Independent – both Education correspondents were in the
school to speak to Fr. Michael Drumm, Chairman of the
Catholic Schools Partnership (CSP) who authored the
publication.

Why the funding of second-level
education is inequitable
The following is an interesting article published in the Irish
Times recently from Gerry Bennett, CEO, Edmund Rice
Schools Trust (ERST).
Gerry discusses the inequity of only voluntary schools having
to pay for insurance, lighting, security and secretarial services.

CEIST statistical returns for
2014-15 can be submitted
online via
http://forms.ceist.ie or by
clicking on the CEIST EPortal link on the home
page of our website.
Thanks to all of our schools
who have submitted their
statistical data to CEIST.
We ask schools who have
yet to access the e-portal to
please submit at their
earliest convenience. The
data collected from these
statistics are crucial in
informing the Education
Office of underlying trends
and standards adhered to
in our schools.
Please e-mail
jwoods@ceist.ie if any
issues are encountered
using the e-portal.
PDST Tablet Advice
Sheet for Schools
The PDST Technology in
Education have compiled a
very useful advice sheet for
schools thinking of
deploying tablet devices in
their schools.
Click here to view.
Subscribe to CEIST
Schools Twitter List

Venerable Nano Nagle Gathering
The 31st of October last year was an historic day in the history
of the Presentation Sisters with the announcement by Pope
Francis that Nano Nagle who founded the congregation in
1775 was to be made Venerable. This means that Nano is
now on the second step of a four stage process to becoming a
Saint.
With the first anniversary of that announcement approaching
Scoil Chriost Ri, Portlaoise hosted a special Nagle gathering
on Saturday last, October 11th. The special event brought
together a huge number of people who work in a variety of
ministries associated with the Presentation Sisters including
representatives from a number of CEIST schools.

We have created a List on
our twitter account @ceist1
which has as its members'
35 CEIST schools using
twitter. If you would like to
subscribe to this list, click
on this link and click
Subscribe.
You will then be able to
filter tweets from the 35
CEIST Schools by clicking
on the list from your twitter
account.
Profile your news with
CEIST!
CEIST always welcomes
any news items, photos,
event profiles, etc from our
CEIST community.
If you have a news snippet
big or small please email to
jwoods@ceist.ie and it will
be profiled on our website
and e-newsletter.

News from Sacred Heart Secondary
School, Tullamore
On Tuesday, 30th October a team of 30 first and second year
students comprised of Sacred Heart, Secondary School,
Tullamore and Colaiste Choilm were up in the Harriers
competing in a World Marathon Relay Challenge organised for
the Save the Children charity.
Also Mental Health Awareness Week took place from 6th Oct
-10th Oct where Ms. Lanham co-ordinated a fantastic week of
events and activities for the whole school.

Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe Walk
Raises 4, 500
The students and staff of Ardscoil Mhuire, Ballinasloe, Co.
Galway took to the streets and side roads of Ballinasloe
recently and raised €4, 500 in the process!
The entire school body donned their high-vis vests and walked
eight kilometres to raise funds for on-going school
development.

Mercy College Woodford Celebrate
55th Anniversary and Green Flag
Award 2014
Well done to Mercy College Woodford, Co. Galway on their
attainment of their Green Flag 2014 award.
The school is also celebrating their 55th Anniversary this year
and the following are some photos from the celebrations.

St Aloysius Cork Students Wonderful
Work for SHARE
St. Aloysius Secondary School, Cork students Clíona O' Brien,
Deputy Head Girl and Aisling O' Sullivan recently visited Arás
an Uachtarán.
The students were invited by President Higgins as they are
two members of the Cork executive SHARE committee.
The girls give their time and expertise freely in support of Cork
SHARE.

News from Holy Rosary College,
Mountbellew
The following are some news snippets from Holy Rosary
College, Mountbellew, Co . Galway.
Holy Rosary College reported some outstanding results from
Junior Certificate students and the school also enjoyed a great
win in Camogie.

Among the students celebrating Junior Cert. Results were:
Beth Muldoon, Newbridge; Eoin Geraghty, Menlough; Tomas
Kirwan, Fohenagh; Alex Duke, ahascragh; Katie O'Sullivan
Menlough.

St Vincent's Secondary School,
Dundalk Celebrate First Year Liturgy
On October 6th St Vincent’s Secondary School Dundalk, Co.
Louth, celebrated a wonderful liturgy of welcome with their
First Year students and families.
They were delighted to be joined also, by many National
School Principals who were so pleased to see their 6th class
girls of 2014, confidently step up to the next stage on life’s
journey.
The First Years showed with assurance, that they were very
much part of the St Vincent’s Secondary School community by
singing, praying and celebrating together with their many
teachers, Fr Gareth the School Chaplain and all their new
friends.

Our Lady of Mercy Secondary
School, Drimnagh - Open Day 2014
Following on from a very successful 'Gathering' event last year
Our Lady of Mercy, Secondary School, Drimnagh, Co. Dublin
staged another successful Open Day which they used to
launch their new Transition Year programme.
Thursday 16th October was a busy day for the school. In the
morning students from the local primary schools were treated
to a tour of the school where they sampled the numerous
subjects the school has to offer.

Sancta Maria College, Louisburgh
Flying the CEIST Flag
Mr. Fionnbarr Walsh (father of the late Donal Walsh) from Co.
Kerry recently raised the CEIST Flag at Sancta Maria College
in Louisburgh and CEIST were delighted to see the flag being
raised outside of the school.

Elaine Cosgrave, Student of St
Mary's College, Arklow, Wins All
Ireland Scholarship
Congratulations to St. Mary's College, Arklow, Co. Wicklow
student , Elaine Cosgrave, (pictured below) who has been
awarded a scholarship by the All Ireland Scholarship Scheme
and JP McManus based on her achievement in the Leaving
Certificate 2014.
The value of the scholarship is €6,750 for the academic year
2014/15 and annually thereafter which will be of great benefit
to Elaine in her Actuarial Studies at University College, Dublin.

Latest News from Our Lady s
Secondary School Castleblayney
Our Lady's Secondary School, Castleblayney, school
Principal, Eddie Kelly kindly shared the latest news from the
school. Eddie was delighted to welcome Sr Carmel Loye to the
school on Wednesday 24th September to mark Mercy Day.
The Mercy Sisters, who came to Castleblayney in 1905,
founded the Secondary School in 1925, the original building is
now the Art Room.
Sr Carmel led the school community in a prayerful reflection
and wished them every blessing in their work and lives for the
year ahead.

The Crocus Project - Emma
Matthews Eureka Secondary School,
Kells
The Crocus Project is an online educational site from
Holocaust Education Trust Ireland, to create awareness of
children like Anne Frank and other victims of The Holocaust,
who died in concentration camps across Europe.
Yellow crocuses are planted on school grounds to
commemorate these children. Emma Matthews, a first year
student in Eureka Secondary School, Kells, Co. Meath has
written a short story entitled Maria's Crocus Bouquet and this
can be read on The Crocus Project website.

Presentation Clonmel Academic
Awards for Excellence 2013-14
Presentation Secondary School, Clonmel celebrated the 18th
Annual Presentation Awards for Excellence in St. Mary's
Church Irishtown in October.
The awards acknowledge the tremendous achievements of
the girls across the whole spectrum in education in the school.
The awards recognise that this pursuit of excellence is not
confined to academic achievement but encompasses the
whole range of activities that makes for a more rounded and
balanced education.

Launch of book 16 DEAD MEN: THE
EASTER RISING EXECUTIONS in
Pres Waterford
The official launch of the recently published book "16 DEAD
MEN: THE EASTER RISING EXECUTIONS", took place on
Friday, 26th September last in the Presentation Secondary
School, Cannon Street, Waterford.
‘16 Dead Men’ is by local author Anne-Marie Ryan who is the
daughter of Kevin Ryan, a lecturer in WIT and Mary Ryan,
Principal of Presentation Secondary School, Waterford.
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CEIST In-Service Day for School Caretakers
Thursday 9th October 2014
To assist them in their very valuable work in schools, an in-service day has been arranged for the Caretakers
in our CEIST schools.

--- Select ---

ALLIANZ has kindly agreed to sponsor the workshops.
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The in-service sessions will take place in the following locations and dates as follows:
Presentation College Carlow - Tuesday October 28th
Calasanctius College, Oranmore – Wednesday October 29th
Our Lady’s, Castleblayney - Thursday October 30th
St. Mary’s, Midleton – Friday October 31st

Events
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Agenda
Click here to view Agenda.
Lunch will be provided. The workshops will be presented by Mr. Adrian Sutton.
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It is important that Caretakers update and revisit their training every few years so we would encourage all to
attend.
CEIST is very grateful to the four schools that are hosting the in-service and thank you for your co-operation
in assisting the Trust for this event.
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CEIST Information Session for Chairpersons
Tuesday 21st October 2014
--- Select ---
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In terms of school governance October 15th is a significant date in the calendar. On this day every year new
Boards in various schools take up office. This year thirty three CEIST schools have new Boards of
Management and will serve for a three year term up to 2017. The CEIST team therefore thought it was timely
to have its annual information session for Chairpersons on Saturday 18th October. The Chairpersons of all
new Boards as well as existing Boards were invited which meant 110 people were invited - representing all
our schools and their Boards of Management.
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Pictured above Mr. Bernard Keeley, Chairman of the CEIST Board of Directors opens the information session
for Chairpersons.
The day began with a background briefing on the establishment of CEIST by Mr. Bernard Keeley, Chairman
of the Board of Directors. He outlined the aims and operation of the Trust. The CEO Dr. Marie Griffin followed
with her perspectives on Catholic Education and Ethos. She noted ethos should permeate all aspects of
school life including policies and procedures.
Brendan Forde, a retired Principal and currently Chairperson of a Board of Management delivered an
interesting insight into both roles and the vital role the Chair plays in relation to the operation of both the
Board and school. He said the relationship between the Principal and Chair should be one built on both
respect and trust. He went to outline some of the pitfalls to avoid but reminded his audience that being a
Chairperson while challenging was also an opportunity to bring about positive change and thus enhance the
life of our students.
Justin Brown of the CEIST team followed with a presentation on effective governance. As well outlining the
requirement of the Trust in relation to Board minutes he put a number of scenarios to the gathered
Chairpersons which stimulated some interesting discussion and debate. The discussions continued with
Bernadette McKeown the CEIST Office Accountant bringing the Chairpeople through the various financial
reporting protocols which any Board should observe.
The final speaker of the day was Dr. Robert Ryan of Medmark the providers of occupational healthcare for all
teachers and SNAs. He described the role of Medmark and the Boards role as employer. He also outlined the
recent changes in sick pay entitlements for teachers and SNAs and their possible impact on schools.
The day concluded with a well deserved lunch for our Chairpersons. Hopefully the session also provided
them with plenty of other food - food for thought!! We would like to thank the large number of people who
could attend and those that sent their apologies. It was heartening to see such interest and engagement.
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CSP Launch Paper on the Future of Catholic
Education
Wednesday 15th October 2014
--- Select --Catholic Schools Partnership recently launched a paper on the future of Catholic Education in Presentation
Secondary School, Warrenmount, Dublin.
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Presentation Warrenmount was a hive of activity on Monday 13th October with the media launch of an
important document on the future of Catholic Education. Emma O’Kelly of RTE and Katherine Donnelly of the
Irish Independent – both Education correspondents were in the school to speak to Fr. Michael Drumm,
Chairman of the Catholic Schools Partnership (CSP) who authored the publication.
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Fr. Michael Drumm pictured above talking to Emma O’Kelly of RTE at the Catholic Schools Partnership Paper
launch.
According to Fr. Drumm the aim of the paper is to demonstrate that voluntary schools are a key part of the
whole educational enterprise and that they make a distinct contribution to the development of Irish society. He
also noted that a key component of every voluntary body is its founding intention. This is the source of its
identity and energy. As a voluntary body each Catholic school has its own ethos or characteristic spirit which
is linked to that schools founding intention. Fr. Drumm encourages all schools to reflect on its own ethos and
founding intention and articulate it anew for our times.

Pictured above Principal Gwen Brennan with sixth year students: Lauren Gray, Nicole McKenna and Jodie
McGuinness.
Principal of Warrenmount Gwen Brennan also spoke at the media launch. She said Warrenmount were
delighted and honoured to host the launch. As a CEIST school in the Presentation tradition Ms. Brennan
noted that the school was committed to the Charter values of inclusion, compassion and care for all students.
She said that school was founded by the Presentation Sisters in 1892 and their charism permeated the
school to the present day. She said the school continues to endeavour to ‘reimagine’ its founding intention.

She also spoke of how they co-operated with their sister school, Colaiste Bride, Clondalkin in introducing
Higher Level Maths which was taught to the students via video link. Fr. Drumm cited this as a perfect
example of how Catholic schools can co-operate and work together for their mutual benefit. As voluntary
schools face increasing financial pressure he said more of this co-operation will have to take place to ensure
they can survive and fulfil their potential.

Publication
Catholic Education at Second Level in the Republic of Ireland: Looking to the Future

Executive Summary
Executive Summary PDF

Photo Gallery
Images from the Launch

Click here to view Catholic Bishops' website for further information.
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Why the funding of second-level education is
inequitable
Thursday 30th October 2014
--- Select --The following is an interesting article published in the Irish Times today from Gerry Bennett, CEO, Edmund
Rice Schools Trust (ERST).
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Opinion: Only voluntary schools have to pay for insurance, lighting, security and secretarial services.
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‘The funding for voluntary secondary schools needs to change to make it equal to the existing funding for
vocational or community /comprehensive schools.’ Photograph: Getty Images
There is an extraordinary inequity in the funding of second-level education. Some 52 per cent of second-level
schools in Ireland are voluntary, which means they are privately owned and managed. They are generally
under the trusteeship of religious communities, boards of governors, individuals or trust bodies.
If you are a parent in such a school, you are being short-changed. Although the vast majority of these schools
are technically non fee-paying, you are very likely to find yourself paying a voluntary contribution or having to
fundraise to help your child’s school make ends meet.
By contrast, if you had a child in a vocational school or a community/comprehensive school, you would have
a much lighter burden (although they also sometimes find themselves having to fundraise and make
voluntary contributions albeit to a lesser extent).
Why is this? The State may argue that every school – be it voluntary, vocational or
community/comprehensive – receives roughly the same grant per child. This disguises the reality. Out of this
capitation grant, voluntary schools have to pay a range of costs, the effect of which is to reduce that grant by
about a third.
The vocational and community/comprehensive schools do not pay these charges out of their capitation grant
but have them paid centrally by the State. Only voluntary schools have to pay for insurance, lighting, security
and secretarial services, among other costs. The vocational and community/comprehensive schools have
these costs paid for them.

Funding Disparity
The inequity we are speaking about here is that voluntary State-funded secondary schools have a third of
their pupil capitation grant side-tracked to essential services, whereas other State-funded schools – the
vocational schools and community/comprehensive – do not.
Those managing secondary schools have long known that something was not right here. The issue was
highlighted a year ago when the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) published a report on the
governance and funding of second-level schools.
Its findings “indicate a disparity in the funds available to, and the costs to be covered by, voluntary secondary,
vocational and community/ comprehensive schools ... As a result, voluntary secondary schools are more
reliant on other sources of income, including fees, fundraising, renting out premises and income from the
Trust or other patron body”.
The ESRI report showed that an average of 12 per cent of all income in voluntary secondary schools comes
from parental contributions, compared to just 5 per cent in community/comprehensive schools.
A further disparity of expenditure for voluntary schools is the cost of funding the trustee function – a function
whose duties and responsibilities are set out by the Education Act, 1998. This essential element at the heart
of any school is also – as regards State funding – treated differently between the types of schools. The ESRI
notes vocational schools “combine management and trusteeship functions and, as such, receive State
funding which is delivered by block grant”.
Voluntary schools do not benefit in this way. If “the trustee” of your school is the State, the taxpayer funds this
function. If you have some other trustee – be it non-denominational, multidenominational or religious
ethosbased – the State does not fund these core services. Again, the State short-changes the pupils in
voluntary schools.
No student should suffer because of inequalities in how schools are funded. The funding for voluntary
secondary schools needs to change to make it equal to the existing funding for vocational or
community/comprehensive schools.
We have a system of funding schools which is riddled with anomalies, a confusion inherited from an age long
gone. Where we now have unfairness and obscurity, the children and parents of a modern Ireland deserve
equity and transparency.
The Edmund Rice Schools Trust, which is trustee to 94 schools, has discussed this matter directly with the
trustees of other schools. None of us has received an adequate account from the State as to how the present
system has been allowed to muddle on.
We have also written to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Education and Social Protection and we hope
that further discussions with the committee will make use of the groundwork carried out already by the ESRI.
The signatories of the 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic promised to “cherish all the children of the
nation equally”.
We should be doing that now and we should honour this pledge before we see Budget 2016.
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Venerable Nano Nagle Gathering
Wednesday 15th October 2014
The 31st of October last year was an historic day in the history of the Presentation Sisters with the
announcement by Pope Francis that Nano Nagle who founded the congregation in 1775 was to be made
Venerable. This means that Nano is now on the second step of a four stage process to becoming a Saint.

--- Select ---
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With the first anniversary of that announcement approaching Scoil Chriost Ri, Portlaoise hosted a special
Nagle gathering on Saturday last, October 11th. The special event brought together a huge number of people
who work in a variety of ministries associated with the Presentation Sisters including representatives from a
number of CEIST schools.
The day began with a special opening ritual which involved all assembled in a special movement which was
symbolic of the passing on of Nano's legacy and how it lives on today and our responsibility to ensure it
continues on into the future.
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In her opening address congregational leader Sr. Mary Deane remarked on how Nano's charism with
emphasis on the poor and disadvantaged is just as important now as it was when she founded the
congregation. She noted how the spark of Nano had spread from the four corners of Ireland to the five
continents. Aptly the theme of the special gathering was 'We strive to be people that hold the spark that
ignites the fire in self and others'.
The day was broken up into three main parts. Following the opening session there were a choice of
workshops on a number of themes ranging from Dance Meditation to Global Justice. After lunch there was a
'World Cafe Conversation' and a fruitful discussion around the 'What and How' of moving forward with Nano's
legacy.
Af the conclusion of the day filled event participants praised the organising committee as well school Principal
Helen O' Donnell for hosting a day filled a day for reconnecting, reminiscing and reflecting.

Photos

Pictured above the entrance to school which greeted guests at the conference.
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World Marathon Relay Athletics Challenge
Friday 24th October 2014
--- Select ---

On Tuesday, 30th October a team of 30 1st and 2nd year students comprised of Sacred Heart, Secondary
School, Tullamore and Colaiste Choilm were up in the Harriers competing in a World Marathon Relay
Challenge organised for the Save the Children charity.

Any

Eamon Henry from the Offaly Sports Partnership was the driving force behind this event. The Tullamore team
were competing against other Irish teams as well as teams throughout the world. Ronan Scully was the
special guest and he was on hand to start the event.
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The students had to pass a baton after every 200 metres until they had completed the full marathon distance
of 26.1 miles. The team finished in a time of 2 hours, 1 minute and 57 seconds which guaranteed them 1st
place in Ireland. They also finished 6th in the world. This is a fantastic achievement for all involved. They
were presented with the John Tracey cup as a result.
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Pictured above are the Sacred Heart Tullamore school marathon relay team with Ronan Scully.
The students representing the Sacred Heart were: Danielle Donegan, Rebecca Sweeney, Aine Mooney,
Amy Cuskelly, Ciara Milner, Niamh Lydon, Aideen Harte, Laura Somers, Nicola Ludwiczak Daly,
Margaret Gnowek, Eabha Enright, Phoebe Ravenhill, Saoirse Bates, Laura Mooney.

Mental Health Awareness Week
Mental Health Awareness Week took place from 6th Oct -10th Oct. Ms. Lanham coordinated a fantastic week
of events and activities for the whole school.
There was whole school assembly every morning with groups such as the choir, the traditional music group
and orchestra providing entertainment. There was a talk for parents from nutritionist Diane Cooper, for
students, a talk from the local mental health group Jigsaw and an inspirational visit from Para-Olympian Mark
Rohan.

Students with Para-Olympian Mark Rohan.

Children's Party
On the 16th of Oct the Special Children's party was held.
Local primary school students came to the Sacred Heart for their annual Halloween
party.
This party is a much anticipated event in the area with 6th year students hosting and
caring for the young pupils.
It was a fantastic event and everybody had a fantastic time.

Click HERE to view previous article with news snippets from Sacred Heart
Secondary School, Tullamore.
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Ardscoil Mhuire Ballinasloe Walk Raises €4,500
Tuesday 28th October 2014
--- Select ---
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The students and staff of Ardscoil Mhuire, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway took to the streets and side roads of
Ballinasloe recently and raised €4,500 in the process!

Events

The entire school body donned their high-vis vests and walked eight kilometres to raise funds for on-going
school development.

CEIST Annual Conference

The second annual sponsored walk was part of the Mercy Day celebrations that commemorate the opening
of the first Mercy school by Catherine McAuley and honour the contribution to education of the Sisters of
Mercy throughout the world.
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The school community came together in the morning to celebrate mass and were joined by local members of
the Mercy order.
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Mercy College Woodford Celebrate 55th
Anniversary and Green Flag Award 2014
Friday 24th October 2014
--- Select --Well done to Mercy College Woodford, Co. Galway on their attainment of their Green Flag 2014 award.
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The school is also celebrating their 55th Anniversary this year and the following are some photos from the
celebrations.
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Pictured above celebrating Mercy College's 55th Anniversary and Green Flag Award 2014 were as follows;
Back Row: Fr. Gerard Moran, Mr. Cyril Farrell (BOM), Sr. Maura Crowe (Chairperson BOM), Mr. Mark Molloy
(Galway County Council), Mr. Ciaran Cannon (TD), Mrs. Gerardine O'Byrne (Parent Association), Mr. Liam
Conway (Green Flag Co-ordinator)
Front Row: Mr. Paul Collins (Deputy Principal), Ms. Maeve Farrell (Prefect), Ms. Shauna Burke (Prefect), Ms.
Loreto Quinn-Canning (Principal).

Sr. Maura Crowe, Chairperson, Board of Management, plants a tree to mark the 55th Anniversary of Mercy
College Woodford. Also included in photo are Loreto Quinn-Canning (Principal), Fr. Kieran O'Rourke, Fr.
Gerard Moran and Mr. Liam Conway.

Cutting the cake to mark the 55th anniversary of Mercy College Woodford and official raising of Green Flag.
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St Aloysius Cork Students Wonderful Work for
SHARE
Friday 17th October 2014
--- Select --St. Aloysius Secondary School, Cork students Clíona O' Brien, deputy Head Girl and Aisling O' Sullivan
recently visited Arás an Uachtarán.
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The students were invited by President Higgins as they are two members of the Cork executive SHARE
committee. The girls give their time and expertise freely in support of Cork SHARE.
SHARE is a Cork charity which raises funds on behalf of Cork elderly persons. The funds are used to provide
housing for elderly persons in Cork city center, in a community based housing.
The elderly people feel part of a community as valued and respected people.
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St Aloysius whole school community are so proud of our students receiving recognition from President
Higgins for their part in living out the values of the CEIST Charter in Cork City, by Showing respect for every
person and creating community.
Well done students, you are example ambassadors for your school.

Photos

St. Aloysius Secondary School, Cork students Clíona O' Brien, deputy Head Girl and Aisling O' Sullivan
meeting President Higgins at Arás an Uachtarán.

Pictured above school Principal, Richel Long with student Clíona O' Brien receiving her cup for exceptional
effort by SHARE

Pictured above St. Aloysius Secondary School, Cork students Clíona O' Brien, deputy Head Girl and Aisling
O' Sullivan outside of Arás an Uachtarán.

Clíona and Aisling pictured inside Arás an Uachtarán.
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News from Holy Rosary College, Mountbellew
Monday 3rd November 2014
The following are some news snippets from Holy Rosary College, Mountbellew, Co . Galway.

--- Select ---

Junior Cert Results 2014
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Among the students celebrating Junior Cert. Results were: Beth Muldoon, Newbridge; Eoin Geraghty,
Menlough; Tomas Kirwan, Fohenagh; Alex Duke, ahascragh; Katie O'Sullivan Menlough.

Congratulations Anna!

Anna Traynor from Kilkerrin with her outstanding Junior Certificate results.
Anna attained 11A's in the exam and has also been selected to take part in a
Maths Olympiad.

Camogie Champions!

Pictured above the Mountbellwe/Moylough team which defeated Kiltullagh/Killimordaly in the North Board
U13 A Final in Fohenagh. (Back from left) Nuala Cunningham, Evelyn O'Brien (Management), Sarah
Geraghty, Fiona Sharkey, Aoife Healy, Saoirse Loftus, Tess Daly, Tara O'Loughlin, Tracey Ryan, Alannah
Keane, Padraig Keating (Manager) with (Front) Ava Challoner, Cloe Higgins, Orla Whyte (Captain), Sinead
Healy, Aoife Ryan, Roísin Colleran and Rachel Gavin.

Pictured above first year students in Holy Rosary College, Mountbellew, planting an oak tree as they start
their journey in secondary school.
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St Vincent's Secondary School, Dundalk Celebrate
First Year Liturgy
Tuesday 7th October 2014
--- Select --On October 6th St Vincent’s Secondary School Dundalk, Co. Louth, celebrated a wonderful liturgy of
welcome with their First Year students and families.
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They were delighted to be joined also, by many National School Principals who were so pleased to see their
6th class girls of 2014, confidently step up to the next stage on life’s journey.
The First Years showed with assurance, that they were very much part of the St Vincent’s Secondary School
community by singing, praying and celebrating together with their many teachers, Fr Gareth the School
Chaplain and all their new friends.
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Liturgy Photos
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Our Lady of Mercy Secondary School, Drimnagh Open Day 2014
Monday 20th October 2014
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Following on from a very successful 'Gathering' event last year Our Lady of Mercy, Secondary School,
Drimnagh, Co. Dublin staged another successful Open Day which they used to launch their new Transition
Year programme.
Thursday 16th October was a busy day for the school. In the morning students from the local primary schools
were treated to a tour of the school where they sampled the numerous subjects the school has to offer.
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The state of the art Home Economics Room and Science Labs particularly impressed the visiting students.
With the academic activities out of the way the students then got a flavour of various extra curricular activities
OLM has to offer.
Home of the 2011 All Ireland Champions OLM is particularly renowned for its Basketball talent.

A busy and eventful filled morning was followed by an equally engaging afternoon when representatives from
CEIST, the Board and the local community and businesses joined staff and students in a packed school hall.
The school choir began proceedings with an impressive rendition of the hit Beatles song Let it Be. Soon after
Dr. Gerry Jeffers spoke about the benefits of having a Transition Year programme and the positive impact it
had on students who pursued the course.
He quoted numerous pieces of research as well as his own personal experience to highlight these benefits.
Some Transition Year students from OLM sister Mercy/CEIST school in Inchicore also spoke about their
experience of doing Transition Year and what they enjoyed about it. Through the Business Link programme
OLM is linked with Communicorp owners of Newstalk and Today FM. David McIntyre and Adrian Barry from
Off the Ball also spoke about their experiences of Transition Year.

Drimnagh native Chris Donoghue and co-host of Newstalk Breakfast was also on hand to share his school
experience.
Chris's sister was a past pupil of OLM. While Chris did not do TY himself he said he could see the enormous
benefits such a programme would bring including the extra year to mature. This was a theme picked up by
another two speakers - Rebecca Uzell and Laura Murphy both past pupils who are currently pursuing a third
level course in University.

The day concluded on a poignant note with a remembrance ceremony for Emma Sloan the young girl from
Drimnagh who died last Christmas on O'Connell Street having gone into anaphylactic shock. Emma's death
received widespread media coverage at the time. Out of the spotlight on Thursday friends and family
gathered to pray for and remember Emma. After the ceremony balloons were released in her memory.
We would like to compliment the Principal Margaret Maher and all the staff and students involved in
organising the day long event. You did the school and yourself proud.
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Sancta Maria College, Louisburgh Flying the
CEIST Flag
Friday 24th October 2014
--- Select --Mr. Fionnbarr Walsh (father of the late Donal Walsh) from Co. Kerry recently raised the CEIST Flag at Sancta
Maria College in Louisburgh and CEIST were delighted to see the flag being raised outside of the school.
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Pictured is Mr. Fionnbarr Walsh (father of the late Donal Walsh) from Co. Kerry raising the CEIST Flag at
Sancta Maria College in Louisburgh Co. Mayo on his recent visit to the school as part of the Rugby Legends
Tour.
Included in the photo is Ms. Pauline Moran, School Principal, Michael Davitt, Deputy Principal and a group of
students from the school.
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Elaine Cosgrave, Student of St Mary's College,
Arklow, Wins All Ireland Scholarship
Monday 6th October 2014
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Congratulations to St. Mary's College, Arklow, Co. Wicklow student , Elaine Cosgrave, (pictured below) who
has been awarded a scholarship by the All Ireland Scholarship Scheme and JP McManus based on her
achievement in the Leaving Certificate 2014.
The value of the scholarship is €6,750 for the academic year 2014/15 and annually thereafter which will be of
great benefit to Elaine in her Actuarial Studies at University College, Dublin.
Elaine is also the winner of the Sr. M Regis Award for the Best Leaving Certificate results in St. Mary's
College, Arklow which was presented to her at the School Assembly on Mercy Day, September 24th.
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Latest News from Our Lady’s Secondary School,
Castleblayney
Thursday 16th October 2014
--- Select --Our Lady’s, Secondary School, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan have kindly shared their following news
snippets.
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Our Lady’s Secondary School Celebrate Mercy Day
Principal at Our Lady’s Secondary School, Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan, Mr Eddie Kelly was delighted to
welcome Sr Carmel Loye to the school on Wednesday 24th September to mark Mercy Day.

Events

The Mercy Sisters, who came to Castleblayney in 1905, founded the Secondary School in 1925, the original
building is now the Art Room.
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Sr Carmel led the school community in a prayerful reflection and wished them every blessing in their work
and lives for the year ahead.

E-News

She later addressed the first year students about Catherine McAuley, foundress of the Mercy Congregation
and gave them a very interesting and informative talk on her life.
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Mr Kelly, in thanking Sr. Carmel for coming to the school, said that the Sisters had contributed a lot to
education and community life in Castleblayney and that the students were very fortunate to be part of such a
rich heritage and tradition.
“We are delighted to welcome Sr Carmel to the school today and especially to be here in the Convent Chapel
for this talk where the rich traditions of the Mercy Order were nourished and nurtured which laid the
foundations of our school. Sr Carmel’s message today is that of Catherine McAuley which emphasises the
value of caring for the underprivileged and needy, and is as important and relevant today as it was all those
years ago and indeed carries a very powerful message for all of us”.

Sr. Carmel Loye addresses first year students at Our Lady’s Secondary School during Mercy Day.

High Achievers at Our Lady’s
Congratulations to the following 36 students in Our Lady’s Secondary School all of whom achieved
10 Honours in their Junior Cert:
Sheena McKenna, Aoife McCabe, Ella McArdle, Aimee Keenan, Caoimhe Fitzpatrick, Aisling Callan, Aoife
Anderson, Elana McKenna, Dearbhaile McCusker, Emma Kerr, Niamh Fealy, Hannah Duffy, Daragh Drury,
Daniel Caraher, Kerri Brady, Ben McNee, Cormac McKenna, Orlaith McEneaney,Emily Madden, Tate
Donnelly, Shauna Coogan, Katie Meegan, Sorcha McDonald, Melinda McCague, Arlene Leonard, Deslit
George, Aaron Courtney, Hannah Watters, Keva Morgan, Darren McEneaney, Megan Hannaway, Shannon
Hand, Nicola Duffy, Frank Connolly, Orfhlaith Carragher & Gavan Callaghan.

The students are pictured above with Principal of Our Lady’s, Mr Eddie Kelly and Deputy Principal, Mr Finbarr
Brohan.

A special word of congratulations goes to Caoimhe Fitzpatrick who achieved 10 A’s, she is pictured above
being congratulated by Mr Kelly.

International Cap for Nadine and Our Lady’s
Nadine Rice, 6th Year student in Our Lady’s Secondary School, was the toast of the school in recent days
having received international acknowledgement of her sporting abilities in basketball by being capped for
Ireland in June of this year.
Nadine has been at the heart of the basketball teams in Our Lady’s and has been a constant and driving
force there. She numbers many accolades to her name in school basketball with the most notable one being
part of the All Ireland Cup winning team while only in 3rd Year.
Nadine, daughter of Brian and Kerrie-Ann Rice, Beragh, Laragh, Castleblayney will rejoin training with the
Ireland U-19 squad this later year.
Congratulations to Nadine and no doubt this is only the start of Nadine’s sporting career.

6th Year student at Our Lady’s Castleblayney, Nadine Rice is pictured here with Jackie Dunne and Gerry
Kelly of Basketball Ireland as she receives her international cap for Basketball.

Presentation to Irish Motor Neuron Disease Association by Our
Lady’s
On Tuesday afternoon Sept 9th, with the entire school community as their audience, 35 brave staff members
from Our Lady’s participated in the Ice Bucket challenge.
Principal Mr Eddie Kelly was the first to take the challenge and he nominated a number of local schools’
management and staff to take up the challenge.
This charity is very close to the hearts of Our Lady’s as we think especially of Sr Celine RIP, past teacher at
the school and Sr Columba, former Chairperson of the Board of Management. Prayers were said in the
school beforehand to remember both of them and any family member of the school community who is
suffering from Motor Neuron Disease.
Local representatives of the Irish MND association, Marian Byrne and her daughter, Tamala were invited to
the school to receive a cheque for €1500, proceeds of the Ice Bucket Challenge. Well done to staff and
students for their generosity.

Principal of Our Lady’s, Mr Eddie Kelly makes a presentation of €1,500 to local representatives of the Irish
Motor Neuron Disease Association, Marian Byrne and her daughter Tamala, proceeds of the Ice Bucket
Challenge undertaken by 35 staff members in the school.
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The Crocus Project - Emma Matthews Eureka
Secondary School, Kells
Tuesday 7th October 2014
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The Crocus Project is an online educational site from Holocaust Education Trust Ireland, to create awareness
of children like Anne Frank and other victims of The Holocaust, who died in concentration camps across
Europe.
Yellow crocuses are planted on school grounds to commemorate these children.
Poems, essays, pictures and posters are displayed on the website and in the classroom as part of History
Lessons.
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Emma Matthews, a first year student in Eureka Secondary School, Kells, Co. Meath has written a short story
entitled Maria's Crocus Bouquet and this can be read on The Crocus Project website.
Emma was assisted by her teacher Ms McKenna.
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Pictured above student Emma Matthews.

Pictured above are the 1st year students from Eureka Secondary School, Kells.
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Presentation Clonmel Academic Awards for
Excellence 2013-14
Wednesday 15th October 2014
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Presentation Secondary School, Clonmel celebrated the 18th Annual Presentation Awards for Excellence in
St. Mary's Church Irishtown in October. The awards acknowledge the tremendous achievements of the girls
across the whole spectrum in education in the school. The awards recognize that this pursuit of excellence is
not confined to academic achievement but encompasses the whole range of activities that makes for a
rounded and balanced education. The evening is a celebration of the achievements of the students over the
past school year. The evening began a beautiful rendition of “One Step Beyond” by the Junior School Choir
under the guidance of music teachers, Ms. Siobhan Alley and Ms. Jennifer Williams.
The school was delighted to have Sonya Walsh, a past pupil as the guest speaker. Sonya works as Senior
manager for EMEA operations for McAfee, IT company based in Cork. Sonya encouraged the students to
look seriously at the opportunities available to them in the IT/Science/Engineering area. The school were
especially delighted to have a past pupil to share her thoughts with us for the day.
Mr. Michael O’Loughlin (Principal) welcomed the large attendance which included special guests,
Presentation Sisters from the local community and the Trustees representatives, members of the Board of
Management, Teachers, Parents, Sponsors and most importantly, the students themselves.
Mr.O’Loughlin said “Awards Day for all of us in Presentation Clonmel is one of the major highlights in the
school calendar and I want to congratulate all the students whom you will see here today as they receive their
certificates and awards. I say well done to you all, we are really proud of your achievements and wish you
continued success in the years ahead both in school and outside of it as well. The range of awards that will
be presented reflects all aspects of school life and represents our mission of offering to our students a holistic
catholic education in a caring environment”.
Orla Mooney and Rachel Delahunt (President and Vice President of the Student Council) replied on behalf of
the students. Certificates of Recognition of outside Achievement in Extra Curricular Activity. The evening
started with a presentation by Ms. Kathriona Murphy to over 90 girls for their involvement in extra-curricular
activity. In presenting these certificates, the school recognized the outstanding achievements of the students
in their chosen field of activity and is acknowledging the ambassadorial of the students on behalf of the
school.

Pictured above are the Academic Award recipients with Principal Michael O'Loughlin.

Student of the Year Awards
The Student of the Year Award from the 1st to 6th year groups were presented by the respective Year Head
in association with the sponsor of each year group. Nominations from each year were invited on stage and
with mounting tension, the Year Head read out the winner.
These awards were followed by the Academic Awards.

Junior Cert Academic Award
Mrs. Fennell (Third Year Head for 13/14) presented the Junior Certificate Academic Award. She said that “the
Presentation ethos will always be to help students to reach their potential and in our school, our girls are very
fortunate to be supported by a highly dedicated teaching staff. There is no doubt looking at this year’s Junior
Cert results that everyone reached their potential.” Korenila Gucwa was the winner of the Junior Cert
Academic Award.

Leaving Cert Academic Award
Mr. Michael O’Loughlin (Principal) presented Leaving Cert Academic Awards.
Traditional Leaving Certificate Award was presented to Roisin Cleary, a past pupil of Rathkeevin N.S. who
achieved 7 A1s in her Leaving Certificate. Roisin is now studying Medicine in UCD. During the six years
which she has spent as a student of Presentation Secondary, Molly has shown herself to be a student of
exceptional ability. Needless to say when it came to Leaving Cert she shone again with a brilliant result which
included 7 A1 grades.
Sophie McCarthy, a past student of the Sisters of Charity, was the winner of the Leaving Cert Applied
Academic Award.
Sophie worked very hard and consistently since starting her programme in September 2011 and is described
by her teachers as an excellent student who showed great care for others as well..

Special Category Awards
Special Category Awards were presented in areas such as Creativity, Enterprise & Initiative, Leadership,
Sports Awards, Student Peer Awards, Scientific Endeavour and Master Chef. These awards recognized the
tremendous work by students outside the academic area and their participation in extra curricular areas in the
school community.
President of the Student Council, Orla Moroney presented a bouquet of flowers on behalf of the school to Sr.
Anne Healy (Presentation Sisters), Sonya Walsh (Guest Speaker) and Natalie Goodman (Past pupil).
Mr. O’Loughlin concluded the ceremony by congratulating all the award recipients for their individual
achievements and paid tribute to Ms.Jean Rogers for organizing the smooth running of the event.
The Award winners were as follows;
Academic Awards: Junior Cert: Kornelia Gucwa
Leaving Certificate: Roisin Cleary Leaving Cert Applied: Sophie McCarthy
Student of the Year: Ali Corcoran (First Year), Aoife O’Farrell & Stephanie Siaw (Second Year) Eileen
Flannery (Third Year) Nadine Mullery (TY) Lorna Ni Cheallaigh & Blathniad Moore (Fifth year) Ailis
McCarthy (Sixth Year).

Pictured above Ailish McCarthy receiving her student peer award for 6th Year.
Special Category Awards; Moya O’Dywer(Creativity Art), Sinead O’Donavan(Creativity Music), LCA
year 1 students(Enterprise and Initiative) Laura Nagle (Sports Senior) Sarah O’Dwyer (Sports Junior)
Roisin Cleary & Sarah Kearney(Scientific Endeavour) (Junior Aoife Shortiss, Senior Moya O’Dwyer
(Master Chef) Orla Moroney, (Social Awareness Award).
Student Peer Awards:
First Year: Natasha Holmes & Orla Ryan Second Year: Aoife O’Farrell Third Year: Eileen Flannery Fifth
Year: Chloe Doyle Sixth Year; Ailish McCarthy.

Pictured above Catherine McCormack of CEIST with Principal Michael O'Loughlin presenting Social
Awareness award to student Orla Moroney. Orla is a well deserved winner and her contribution to those in
need is exemplary.

Pictured above are the Creativity Award winners.

Pictured above are the Enterprise Award winners.

Piotured above are the Sports Award winners.

Pictured above are the Student of the Year Award winners.

Presentation Secondary School, Clonmel Student Peer Award winners pictured above.
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Launch of book 16 DEAD MEN: THE EASTER
RISING EXECUTIONS in Pres Waterford
Tuesday 21st October 2014
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The official launch of the recently published book 16 DEAD
MEN: THE EASTER RISING EXECUTIONS, took place on
Friday, 26th September last in the Presentation Secondary
School, Cannon Street, Waterford.
‘16 Dead Men’ is by local author Anne-Marie Ryan pictured on
right speaking at the launch and tells the stories of the sixteen
deaths that changed the course of Irish history and set in train
the events that would lead to the creation of an independent
Ireland. South-east correspondent Damien Tiernan launched the
book to an assembled audience of over 200.
In her book, Ryan describes the sixteen men who were willing to
risk so much for their beliefs. Teachers, clerks, trade unionists, a
shopkeeper and a farmer, the executed leaders of the Easter
Rising were a diverse group from different backgrounds, who
arrived at the point of insurrection in a variety of ways. Some
were lifelong rebels, others came late to the cause, but all had
the same dream of an independent Ireland in the aftermath of
the Easter Rising of 1916.
Anne-Marie Ryan noted in her speech that the Presentation
Secondary School was an appropriate venue for the launch of a
book on the Easter Rising, given that Patrick Pearse had visited
the school in 1914 to judge an Irish dancing competition.
She said: ‘Pearse must have been taken with the city, as he returned in February 1916 to address an
audience in City Hall, who came to listen to him speak about his recently published pamphlet The Spiritual
Nation. Just two months later, Pearse was executed at Kilmainham Gaol for his leadership of the Easter
Rising. His receipt for his hotel stay in Waterford was found among his remaining possessions at his home in
Rathfarnham and is currently on display at the Waterford Museum of Treasures.’
Damien Tiernan spoke at length at the launch on the contents of the book, noting the research that
underpinned the published story. He commented that the book was written in a simple and accessible style,
with human interest stories that brought out the essence of each of the personalities. He explained how the
author explores the lives of these men and recounts the events that brought each of them to rebellion in April
1916. Their sacrifice would, as W.B. Yeats wrote, ‘stir the boiling pot’ and provide the inspiration for the
subsequent revolution in Ireland.
Anne-Marie Ryan is a native of Passage East in Co. Waterford. She is the daughter of Kevin Ryan, a lecturer
in WIT and Mary Ryan, principal of the Presentation Secondary School. She has worked as an archivist and
researcher at Kilmainham Gaol Museum and the Pearse Museum in Dublin. As an undergraduate she
studied History and English in TCD and received her Master’s Degree in Museum Studies from the University
of Leicester. She is currently a secondary school teacher.

Pictured above are Damien Tiernan, Ann-Marie Ryan and Head Girl Niamh Browne at the book launch.

Pictured above are Kevin Ryan, Mary Ryan, School Principal, Ann-Marie Ryan and Damien Tiernan.
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