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A Message from Head Girl Meadhbh Broderick 

 
Hello everyone,  

I certainly never imagined that my last time to address the 

school community as Head Girl 2019/2020 would be in this 

manner. The global pandemic caused by the Covid-19 

coronavirus has affected all of our lives, in ways we never 

thought possible. The greatest of these changes for students 

have been the closure of schools and the cancellation of this 

year’s Leaving Certificate exams. 

Monday, May 11th marked the end of school for the Leaving 

Certificate Class of 2020. In 2014, when most of us entered 

the halls of Presentation College, we felt nervous and 

anxious about what lay ahead. This was to be a journey filled 

with both challenges and unforgettable moments.  

For many of us this past year has been a difficult one, but it 

is also one that we will always remember. Although we are 

now finished on our school journey, let us not forget that not everyone has made it here today. I would 

like to remember MJ and his family especially at this time and thank everyone who was involved in 

the school campaign for Darkness into Light this year. 

I do not think that any of us could have imagined how our final weeks in Presentation College would 

unfold. I think we can all agree that the past two months have been tough for everyone, in a variety 

of ways. We were faced with great uncertainty and stress and a wide range of emotions, but now, as 

our school time finally comes to an end, we must not let these past few weeks define our whole 

experience.  

Even though we are now moving on, I will always look back on my time in Presentation College with 

fond memories. It has been my privilege to be involved in our vibrant school community over the past 

six years. From the School Musicals to Sports Day, there was always an atmosphere of fun and 

friendship within our school. It is my hope that this will be present in our lives and throughout the 

school for years to come.  

For all of us in the Class of 2020, it is sad that we do not get to experience landmarks such as our last 

day of school and Graduation together. However, we should be hopeful as we move forward to the 

next chapter of our lives. We have been fortunate to have been taught under a team of 

knowledgeable, inspiring and caring teachers. I would like to express my gratitude to all of the teachers 



and staff who have helped us, taught us and guided us during the past six years in Presentation 

College. We would not be here, ready to move on to the next stage of our lives without you.  

I hope that everyone continues to stay safe and stay well.  

Thank you, 

Meadhbh Broderick 

Head Girl 

 

 

A Message from Head Boy Charlie O’Meara 

Hi everyone, 

To all students, teachers, staff and anyone else who may be 

reading this, I hope you all are keeping well, safe and 

healthy during these crazy and unprecedented times! It is 

almost unbelievable how abruptly our school year ended, 

but Meadhbh and I would like to thank every single student 

for cooperating so well to keep on top of their work and we 

would also like to say a massive thank you to our teachers, 

for always being there for us at the drop of a hat! I´m sure 

every student is extremely grateful for all of your help and 

guidance during these hectic times! 

It has been an incredibly stressful and strange time for us all, 

so full of uncertainty, however one thing is for sure - we are 

all in this together. No doubt, we have plenty of new bakers, 

musicians and even artists out there now! Whatever way 

you are spending your time, I hope you are keeping safe and following guidelines, as we all have a 

huge role to play in keeping one another safe. 

Over the past six years in Presentation College, I have made some of the best memories of my life 

with some of the best people! Whether it was watching the teachers attempt to beat the Sixth Years 

in rounders every Sports Day, or witnessing the stellar lip-syncing performances by our very talented 

teachers, I think I speak for us all when I say that we have had some great times – unfortunately we 

have also experienced some very sad  times. This year we lost a dear friend and classmate, MJ - you 

will be forever in our thoughts and prayers. 

To our First Years, we know you didn’t get to experience your first ever Sports Day this year, or the 

dreaded experience of Summer Exams,  but we still hope you had an amazing first year settling in 

here, and you still have plenty of fun times, memories, and of course opportunities ahead of you! To 

all the other Years Groups, we want to wish you all the best of luck with your exams or assignments 

in these last few weeks, and we hope everybody has a great summer!  

To our fellow Sixth Years and friends, all we can say is a huge thank you for being the best group of 

people to have experienced this incredible journey with. It is hard to believe that our time here in 

Presentation College has come to such an unconventional end. I still remember walking down the 



infamous halls here for the first time, and it is crazy how fast the time has flown by! Meadhbh and I 

want to wish you all the best of luck with whatever you choose to do next year. We know we are all 

going to go on to do incredible things! It might be the end of a decade for us, but it is also the start 

of an age! 

To our teachers and all the staff, we can´t thank you enough for always being there for us, always 

being up for a chat or as a shoulder to cry on. I have no doubt you have all helped shape us into the 

incredible people we have become today, and I know we all can´t thank you enough for everything 

you have taught us over these last six incredible years!  

It is a bittersweet ending for all of us Sixth Years to say the least, however I have no doubt we are all 

set to head out into the big, wide world as well-rounded individuals!  

I hope everyone keeps safe over these next few weeks and hopefully things will return to normal 

soon enough! It is going to be a difficult few months for all of us, but difficult does not mean 

impossible! 

Thank you,  

Charlie O´Meara 

Head Boy 

 

 

A Message from the Meitheal Team to the First Years 

These are very strange times in which we find ourselves and 
many of the things that we thought were certainties are no 
longer so. Students in our school and across the country are 
significantly feeling those losses at this time - graduations, 
end-of-year celebrations and even our Leaving Certificate 
examinations have been postponed or cancelled. It's a strange 
time for us all. One group of people who are really feeling it at 
this time is our Meitheal Leaders. 

When we left the school on 12th March we couldn't have 
imagined the changes that would come and we certainly 
couldn't have predicted that we wouldn't get to see our First 
Years again, or at least see you again as 'our First Years'. Your 
first year in Presentation College may have come to an abrupt 
end, but let’s not forget the fun we had in it! 

When we first met this time last year you were sitting your 
entrance exams, you were quiet and shy and as good as could be! After the summer, we met for 
your Orientation Day. You were a little louder, a little less nervous but full of questions! We played 
games and really enjoyed getting to know you and as we did, that nervous bunch of people became 
unrecognisable. Now our biggest problem was trying to keep you quiet! 



In the next few months, we had our Sports Day, our Halloween Party and of course the First Year 
Disco. With each event, we saw your year group bond and come together. It was both with sadness 
and with great pride that we realised how you were needing us less and less. 

Next was the Cinema Trip to see Frozen 2 where I think it’s safe to say some of the Meitheal Leaders 
were more excited than the First Years! 

By the time we got to Christmas, it was clear that you were fully integrated into the school 
community. Now, when we wanted to have a check-in, we not only had to check our schedules but 
we also had to plan around basketball matches, GAA, the Student Council and all sorts of other clubs 
that you were a part of. It was safe to say our job was nearly over. The only thing left to do was have 
one last trip. 

Leisure Max not only ended up marking our last days as your Meitheal Leaders but also our last days 
in school together. We as a Meitheal Team couldn't be more proud of you all, and we look forward 
to seeing you sometime, somewhere in the future. 

Since our Leaving Cert. was cancelled, we never got to show off all of our knowledge! But this is from 
a poem on our English course: 

"Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, and I took the once less travelled by, and that has made all 
the difference." 

Enjoy your time in Presentation College! We did! Rory O’Flaherty Chairperson - on behalf of the 
Meitheal Team 2019/2020  

Rory O’Flaherty  

Meitheal Chairperson 


