
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

 

 
Thursday 28th September 2023 

 

 

07:00   GOLF  

(Tee Times Available Between 7:00 – 8:00) 

   Athlone Golf Club 

 

 

10:30   LAKE CRUISE 

Cruise on Lough Ree with Viking Mike 

 

 

11:00 – 12:30  REGISTRATION AND MEET & GREET 

   Location – Foyer and Conservatory 

 

 

12:30 – 14:00  LUNCH & EXHIBITORS 

 

 

14:15 – 14:30  GATHERING PRAYER & 

   LIGHTING OF THE CEIST CANDLE 

 

 

14:30 – 15:30  MASS 

   Celebrant Bishop Paul Connell 

   Choir From Coláiste Abhainn Rí, Callan, Co. Kilkenny 

   Director Christine Somers 

 

 

15:30 – 16:00  BREAK & EXHIBITORS 

 

 

16:00 – 16:15  WELCOME AND OPENING ADDRESS 

   Gerry McGuill, CEIST CEO 

 

 

16:15 – 16:45  KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

   Barbara Coupar, Director of the Scottish Catholic 

   Education Service 

 

 

16:45 – 17:00  CHAIRPERSON’S RESPONSE & OPEN FORUM 

   Maeve Mahon, CEIST Chairperson 

 

 

19:00 – 19:30  RECEPTION 

 

 

19:30 – 22:00  DINNER & EVENING GATHERING 

 



 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 

 

Friday 29th September 2023 
 

 

09:30 – 10:45  WORKSHOPS 

    

RSE & SPHE at Second Level 
- PRESENTED BY KATE LIFFEY, CHAPLAIN, ST. BRENDAN’S  

COMMUNITY COLLEGE, BIRR & ALAN HYNES, CEO, CATHOLIC 

EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP 

 

Supporting School Leaders to Maximise the Potential of the 

Annual Review Meeting 
- PRESENTED BY DENISE KELLY 

EDUCATION CONSULTANCY SERVICES 

 

Establishing a Special Class: A Roadmap to Delivery 
- PRESENTED BY PÁDHRAIC GIBBONS 

PRINCIPAL, OUR LADY OF MERCY SECONDARY SCHOOL, DRIMNAGH 

 

   Early Identification and Resolution of Hidden Bullying in Schools 

   Ensuring Psychological Safety and Wellbeing of Students 
- PRESENTED BY MARIA GARVEY PhD 

CEO COOPERATIVE LEARNING INSTITUTE 

 

    

10:45 – 11:15  BREAK & EXHIBITORS 

 

 

11:15 – 11:30  CEIST DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION ADDRESS 

Rob Halford  

 

 

11:30 – 12:00  SECRETARY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Bernie McNally 

 

 

12:00 – 12:30  CHAIRPERSON’S RESPONSE & OPEN FORUM 

 

 

12:30 – 12:45  SCATTERING PRAYER 

   Choir From Ardscoil Mhuire, Ballinasloe 

   Directors Caroline Jackson, Maeve Higgins & Lisa Loughnane 

 

 

13:00   LUNCH 


