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Over recent weeks, our social media platforms have also offered glimpses of how CEIST school
communities live out their values and mission — giving generously to those less fortunate, visiting
nursing homes and day-care centres, spreading joy through Christmas jumpers, singing carols, and
gathering in prayer throughout this Advent season.

This time of year can also remind us that the journey is not always easy. It can be difficult to trust in
God's presence, particularly when tragedy strikes our school communities, as it does all too often. At
such times, what we treasure in our CEIST school communities sustains us and assures us that there is
always light in the darkness. The lighting of candles, gathering together in prayer, a gentle hand on the
shoulder, and the support of a faith community enable us to continue to hope on the journey.

It has been a busy term in the CEIST office as well. Since mid-August, we have met with newly appointed
principals and deputy principals. The team has worked closely with chairpersons and principals to
approve 106 Admission Policies using the new CEIST template. We hosted our annual Conference,
attended by a record number of delegates, which was truly a highlight of the CEIST calendar. COTHU
continues to grow and Cohort Il have begun to meet for their initial cluster meetings. For the first time,
chairpersons and principals gathered together in network meetings, and the very positive response
means this will become a regular feature in the future.

Over the past number of weeks we have also gathered with deputy principals. These sessions were
largely led by the participants themselves, resulting in rich reflection, learning, and discussion. There have
been opportunities for RE teachers to gather and be nourished, and for newly appointed DLPs and DDLPs
to explore Child Safeguarding Procedures as they take up their new roles.

In October, forty-one new boards of management were appointed, representing a total of 328 members,
of whom 220 (67%) were newly appointed. Twenty-two chairpersons (54%) were appointed for the first
time. This is a wonderful testament to the commitment of local communities to their CEIST schools, and
I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank all those who serve on boards of management.
Your generosity in stepping forward to help lead and shape your school communities is deeply
appreciated.

The recruitment of new principals and deputy principals began in June and continues right up to the final
week of this term and beyond. It has been an exceptionally busy period for recruitment, and | wish to
thank the Faith, Leadership and Governance Coordinators who lead these processes on behalf of boards
of management. The appointment of a principal or deputy principal is among the most important
responsibilities of a board, and the support provided by the FLG team is invaluable.
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This term has also been a time of change within the
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our Director of Education, Rob Halford. They wi
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they begin new chapters.
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As | come to the end of my first year as CEOQ, it is wit
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turn. It has been a busy and fruitful year — truly, eve
and look forward to the year ahead with confidence
As the term and year draw to a close, | wish all our s
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A blessing for our CEIST Community

May the light of Christ, born anew at Christmas,
bring peace to our hearts, hope to our communities,
and joy to our schools and homes.
May God bless each member of the CEIST communit
for the generaosity, care, and faith you share every da
and may the coming year be one of renewal, courage
and deep trust in God’s loving presence.
Amen.
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ST MARY'S SECONDARY SCHOOL NENAGH

St Mary’s U14 Soccer Team Fly the Flag in
Shropshire

St Mary's U14 soccer team proudly represented Ireland at the
Rod Heuston Cup in Shropshire, England, following their All-
Ireland triumph. Competing at the historic Lilleshall Sports
Complex, they experienced elite-level facilities alongside Team
GB athletes. On the pitch, they drew 1-1 with Stanwell before
losing on penalties, then defeated Caerleon 5-0. Their final
match against Surbiton High, featuring Premier League
prospects, ended 3-1, although St Mary's scored Surbiton’s only
conceded goal. Beyond results, the trip fostered friendships and
unforgettable memories. The team thanks sponsors, families,
and dedicated staff. A special thanks to manager Ms Jill White—
for making this remarkable experience possible.

. |
TRANSITION YEAR STUDENTS _

SHINE IN SPECTACULAR MUSICAL T T T F

h- PRODUCTION

Our talented Transition Year students have
brought the house down with their
incredible musical production, which took
place before Christmas. The two-night
event was a resounding success, delighting
audiences with outstanding performances,
vibrant choreography, and heartfelt singing
that showcased the remarkable creativity
and dedication of our students. -
Weeks of hard work and rehearsals paid off, = The school community, parents, and local supporters
as the cast and crew delivered a polished, filled the hall with enthusiastic applause and praise,
energeticc, and thoroughly entertaining commending the students for their professionalism
show. From the dazzling costumes to the and passion. Many described the musical as one of the
impressive stage design, every detail highlights of the school year.
reflected the commitment and teamwork Huge congratulations to all the students, teachers,
that went into making the production a and staff involved for creating such a memorable and
triumph. inspiring event. It was truly a celebration of talent,
creativity, and collaboration.
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